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(1)  CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS?

Abdo, Geneive.  "America's Muslims Aren't as Assimilated as You Think."

Washington Post,"  August 27, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/08/25/AR2006082501169.html 
[Excerpt:  "If only the Muslims in Europe -- with their hearts focused on the Islamic world and their carry-on liquids poised for destruction in the West -- could behave like the well-educated, secular and Americanizing Muslims in the United States, no one would have to worry.  So runs the comforting media narrative that has developed around the approximately 6 million Muslims in the United States, who are often portrayed as well-assimilated and willing to leave their religion and culture behind in pursuit of American values and lifestyle. But over the past two years, I have traveled the country, visiting mosques, interviewing Muslim leaders and speaking to Muslim youths in universities and Islamic centers from New York to Michigan to California -- and I have encountered a different truth. I found few signs of London-style radicalism among Muslims in the United States. At the same time, the real story of American Muslims is one of accelerating alienation from the mainstream of U.S. life, with Muslims in this country choosing their Islamic identity over their American one."]

(2)  CORPS OF ENGINEERS:

Peters, Katherine McIntire.  "Army Corps Takes Steps To Fix Shortcomings Exposed By Katrina."  Government Executive, August 25, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=34880&dcn=e_gvet
[This is about last Thursday's Strock announcement, which was noted here, but this article nicely list Strock's 12 most important changes:

Employ integrated, comprehensive and systems-based approaches to Corps projects. 

Apply risk-based concepts in planning, design, construction, operations and major
maintenance. 

Continuously reassess and update policy for program development, planning guidance, design and construction standards. 

Use dynamic independent review. 

Use adaptive planning and engineering systems. 

Focus on sustainability. 

Review and inspect completed works. 

Assess and modify organizational behavior. 

Effectively communicate risk. 

Establish public involvement in risk-reduction strategies. 

Manage and enhance technical expertise and professionalism. 

Invest in research. 

(3)  KATRINA; KATRINA RECOVERY:

Lipton, Eric.  "The Katrina Year:  Despite Steps, Disaster Planning Still Shows Gaps."  New York Times, August 26, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.nytimes.com/2006/08/26/us/nationalspecial/26katrina.html?_r=1&hp&ex=1156651200&en=e097440208439cb5&ei=5094&partner=homepage&oref=slogin 
[Excerpt (5-page article):  "In the last year, FEMA, the federal government's primary disaster response agency and overseer of state and local efforts, has adopted policies to help prevent fraud and wasteful spending, strengthened its ties with other federal agencies for help with evacuations and emergency medical aid and installed high-tech equipment, like the supply-tracking system. After a prolonged search, it hired a new director, R. David Paulison, a former chief of the Miami-Dade Fire Department, and significantly built up its executive ranks with more seasoned emergency managers.... Yet many aspects of the enhanced federal response effort are limited to particularly vulnerable areas, like southeastern Louisiana. Much of the rest of the country would have to fend largely for itself after a disaster until federal help could be mobilized, perhaps as much as 48 to 72 hours later. With most areas inadequately prepared, that could be precarious, federal officials and emergency managers acknowledge.... Despite calls by many FEMA critics, though, little has fundamentally changed about the agency itself, which still has less autonomy and power than it did in the Clinton years and a budget for its core mission that has not significantly increased."] 

Murray, Brendon.  "Katrina's Damage to Bush's Standing Still Haunts His Presidency."  Bloomberg News, August 25, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601103&sid=ak5UNysg2AqI&refer=us# 
[Excerpt:  "'It was Katrina that broke the sense that the Republicans could govern well,' former House Speaker Newt Gingrich said in an interview."] 

Rauch, Jonathan.  "Louisiana Parish Creeps Toward Recovery."  National Journal, August 25, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0806/082506nj1.htm
[Fairly long article (about 11 pages) about very slow recovery in St. Bernard Parish which was entirely flooded by Katrina levee breaks, just east of New Orleans -- 2-28 feet of water.  Excerpts:

"'There was not a livable house in this parish,' says Henry J. (Junior) Rodriguez, the 70-year-old parish president.... 

Before Katrina, the parish's population was 67,000. Today, parish officials estimate that 20,000 people are present during the day, and 8,000 to 10,000 by night.... 

Parish revenues have shrunk by 40 percent....  

The parish government has laid off about a third of its employees and cut its operating budget by more than 60 percent.... 

Asked if the community can reassemble itself, Vaughn says {senior district judge}, 'The longer it goes, the more I would have to say it's shattered. It's just taking too long.' Others offer much the same assessment. 'It's going so slow it's unbelievable,' says Larry Ingargiola, the director of the parish's office of homeland security and emergency preparedness.... 

Why so slow? A better question might be: Why not so slow? If, almost a year later, St. Bernard is barely showing a pulse, the surprise may be that it shows a pulse at all. The overriding fact is that Katrina's devastation was of a magnitude that defies ordinary understanding.  Michael Brown, who was the director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency when Katrina hit... says, 'I put St. Bernard almost on the magnitude of what I saw in South Asia' -- after the great tsunami of December 2004 -- 'where it is just utter destruction'....

As of late July, the federal government had spent $481 million in St. Bernard Parish, a major commitment by anyone's reckoning -- with much more to come. Moreover, the federal government waived the usual matching requirements, paying a generous 100 percent of eligible costs."] 

Rauch, Jonathan.  "Stretchier Red Tape."  National Journal, August 28, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0806/082806ol.htm
[This is 2-pager on disaster recovery related to the August 25th piece noted above.  Excerpt: 

"When each of many bureaucrats can veto or delay a proposal, decision-making authority is underutilized. 'And this is an inherent problem with bureaucracy, where you have so many layers of decision makers, each of whom needs to sign off on a decision'.  The only real solution, Leeson {West Virginia University economist Peter Leeson} suggests, is to circumvent bureaucratic decision-making by privatizing as many disaster-recovery tasks as possible. 'There is no way, within the framework of government, of directing the response effort and simultaneously eliminating bureaucracy,' he says. 'Bureaucracy is government's way of doing things properly. It disciplines their internal decision-making process. But it also stalls or slows things – or completely stops them, in some cases.'   

That may be, but Michael Brown, who was director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency...argues that the system can and should work better than it does. He is doing pro bono consulting for St. Bernard Parish, La., just east of New Orleans. 'They're at a virtual standstill, which I find unconscionable,' he says. 

The parish government has its problems, Brown allows. 'But if I had to put it on a scale, the parish is 30 percent at fault, the feds are 70 percent at fault.' He says that FEMA and other government agencies should take a more vigorous and flexible approach, telling the parish, 'We need you to approve X and Y and Z, and we'll waive environmental reports, get buildings up, and get you functioning as a parish again.' 

The FEMA director has considerable leeway under the Stafford Act -- the federal law governing disaster relief and recovery -- to bend or suspend rules that compromise public health and safety, Brown argues. Historic preservation? 'Waive it.' Wrecked houses and debris piles, he says, 'are unquestionably -- I would challenge anyone to argue with me -- a public health and safety hazard that needs immediate attention. At some point, you have to be reasonable here. Historic preservation is wonderful, but public safety takes priority.' 

Brown says that FEMA officials understandably worry that their decisions will be second-guessed by their bosses in the Homeland Security Department and by Capitol Hill. He argues that FEMA needs to regain the independence it lost in 2003, which allowed FEMA's director to go straight to the White House for permission to bend the rules, thus bypassing the bureaucracy and providing a political heat shield....

Emily Chamlee-Wright, a Beloit College economist who is studying the Katrina recovery for George Mason University's Mercatus Center, suggests that the government could pre-position alternative regulations for extreme disasters and swing them into place on command -- say, for a year. Bureaucrats would no longer be torn between applying and circumventing inapt rules; local authorities would know what they were dealing with; and policy makers could set sensible (or at least more-sensible) priorities well in advance of a crisis....  

'If you say nothing else,' begs Craig Taffaro, a St. Bernard Parish council member, 'tell your readers about the inadequacy of the Stafford Act to deal with the issues we're facing. It is not an appropriate statute for a disaster of this magnitude. It handcuffs recovery and it forces waste. When you have to go through five layers of bureaucracy to get a tree branch removed, something is wrong'."]

Simmons, Ann M, Richard Fausset, Stephen Braun.  "Katrina Aid Far From Flowing."  Los Angeles Times, August 27, 2006.  At: http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-money27aug27,0,6814955.story?track=tottext 
[4+ pages.  Subtitle:  "A year after the hurricane, some federal agencies are dispensing available funds at a trickle: $110 billion has been approved, $44 billion spent."  Excerpts:

"The scale of the catastrophe continues to overwhelm the government's capacity to respond....

Many homeowners and business owners have waited impatiently for promised grants and loans as federal and state officials have spent months dickering over how much and where to spend aid - and officials remain at odds over who bears the blame for the inconsistent flow of Katrina aid....

...after a year of fielding constituents' pleas for help, Sen. Mary L. Landrieu (D-La.) said, 'We're seeing the same thing going on with the recovery as we did with the immediate response. We're going through another unfolding disaster'....

'It's not only that we don't know what's been spent. We haven't even had an accurate description of what 'spent' means," said Rob Nabors, Democratic staff director for the House Appropriations Committee. "They talk about 'commitments' and 'obligations' - they've invented new terms for not spending money'."

Talton, Jon.  "An Example of Incompetence."  Arizona Republic, August 27, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/viewpoints/articles/0827talton0827.html 
[A review of several Katrina books.  An excerpt:  "Nagin, the mayor, comes off badly, a vain man overwhelmed by the event, hiding in a hotel room. Louisiana Gov. Kathleen Blanco emerges as alternately shrewd and careless. Political tension between the two didn't help the situation.  FEMA's Mike Brown actually comes off better than expected, but that's only because of his keel-hauling by the media. The greatest malpractice came from Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff, Brown's boss, whose aloof inaction proved the fatal hinge on which the disaster swung."]

Weisman, Jonathan and Michael Abramowitz.  "Katrina's Damage Lingers For Bush - Many See Storm as President's Undoing."  August 26, 2006.

Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/08/25/AR2006082501481_pf.html 
[Excerpt:  "About 63 percent of Americans disapproved of Bush's handling of Katrina, according to a Washington Post-ABC News poll conducted this March."

White House.  "Ask the White House"  (Donald Powell, Federal Coordinator of Gulf Coast Rebuilding, responds to citizen emails).  August 25, 2006. 
Accessed at:  http://www.whitehouse.gov/ask/20060825.html
White House.  "Fact Sheet:  The One Year Anniversary of Hurricane Katrina."  August 24, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/08/20060824.html
Whoriskey, Peter.  "Silence After The Storm - Life Has Yet to Return to Much of a City Haunted by Katrina."  Washington Post, August 27, 2006.

Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/08/26/AR2006082600309_pf.html 
[4-page story on New Orleans recovery.  Excerpt:  "When it was fresh, the epic wreckage of Hurricane Katrina inspired rallying cries of "We will rebuild!" But a year after the costliest natural disaster in U.S.

history, vast stretches of this city and the Gulf Coast are still largely abandoned, and many here wonder whether the destruction may be more permanent than anyone could at first conceive.... To better understand the decisions facing Katrina's displaced, The Post selected a typical abandoned street and tracked down as many of its former residents as possible. Beechwood Court in New Orleans East represents one of the city's largest middle-class areas, just the sort of neighborhood that must come back if the city is to recover.  If Beechwood Court is any guide, many city neighborhoods will be sparsely populated for years to come."]

(4)  WAR ON TERROR:

Bergen, Peter and Paul Cruickshank.  "London Broil - Why Are British Pakistanis So Angry?  In A Word, Kashmir."  The New Republic, September 4, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.newamerica.net/index.cfm?pg=article&DocID=3282
Boston Globe.  "Lessons On Terrorism."  August 25, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/08/25/opinion/edplot.php
Garamone, Jim.  "Rumsfeld to Stress to VFW Need for Resolve in Terror War."  American Forces Press Service, August 28, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/News/NewsArticle.aspx?ID=608
[Excerpt:  "Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld will call upon Americans in a speech later today to 'work hard to keep a 'Blame America First' mentality from undermining our efforts' in the global war on terror."]

West, Diana.  "What President Bush Should Say to Us, Part II."  Jewish World Review, August 28, 2006.  Accessed at: http://jewishworldreview.com/0806/west082806.php3
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