August 25, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Educating Project Activity Report

(1)  AGRO-TERRORISM:

Toner, Mike.  "Experts Warn of Agro-Terror - Federal Efforts Criticized as Subcommittee Meets in Athens."  Atlanta Journal-Constitution, August 25, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/metro/stories/0825meshagterror.html
[Excerpt:  "The nation's farms and food supply are highly vulnerable to terrorism and the Department of Homeland Security isn't prepared to deal with the 'catastrophic' consequences of an agro-terror attack, Georgia agricultural experts warned a U.S. House subcommittee Thursday."]

(2)  FEMA:

Lee, Anita. "Lott: 'FEMA Is A Four-Letter, Dirty Word'." SunHerald.com (Biloxi MS). 25 Aug 2006.

http://www.sunherald.com/mld/sunherald/news/local/15356739.htm?source=rss&channel=sunherald_local 

[Excerpt:  "He thinks FEMA's name needs to be changed, possibly to EMA.

'FEMA,' he said, 'is a four-letter, dirty word.'.... He said Congress set up too big an agency when it created Homeland Security. He is hopeful the agency's work will improve under new leadership.... He has been working in Washington on a compromise bill that will allow FEMA to operate independently of the U.S. Homeland Security Department, reporting directly to the president, although the agency would still remain under the department umbrella."]

Medina, Jennifer.  "Bush Erred in Responding to Katrina, Lamont Says."

New York Times, August 25, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/08/25/nyregion/25lieberman.html?_r=1&oref=slogin 

[Excerpt:  "Expanding his attacks on the Bush administration to include its handling of Hurricane Katrina, Ned Lamont called on Thursday for the restructuring of the Federal Emergency Management Agency....  He also criticized the 2002 decision by Congress, at the behest of the Bush administration, to place FEMA within the Department of Homeland Security, saying it led to mismanagement. He said it should be a cabinet-level agency whose secretary reports directly to the president."]

(3)  GLOBAL WARMING:

Ritter, John.  "Calif. Poised To Act On Its On Global Warming."  USA Today, August 25, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/printedition/news/20060825/a_warming25.art.htm
(4)  KATRINA:

Burdeau, Cain.  "Army Corps Restructures After Katrina."  Associated Press, August 24, 2006.  At: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/08/24/AR2006082401653.html 

[Excerpt:  "The chief of the Army Corps of Engineers announced several changes at the agency Thursday intended to help prevent engineering disasters like the levee failures in New Orleans.  Among the biggest changes, Lt. Gen. Carl A. Strock said, will be more independent reviews of projects. Experts have said that if more reviews had been in place, better materials and designs would have been used, which might have saved New Orleans from flooding after Hurricane Katrina. "It's our institutional response to Hurricane Katrina," Strock said during a teleconference.  Another change will be to assess the worth of projects based on risks rather than simply costs, Strock said. The Corps traditionally has performed a cost-benefit analysis.  Strock also said the agency should do a better job of inspecting and reviewing public works over the entirety of a project's life, and that it will do more to communicate with the public about what risks they face."]

Herman, Charles.  "Katrina's Economic Impact:  One Year Later."  ABC News, August 25, 2006, 5 pages. Accessed at:

http://abcnews.go.com/Business/HurricaneKatrina/story?id=2348619&page=1
[Excerpt:  "To gauge how the economy responded to the most devastating U.S. natural disaster on record, the ABC News business unit contacted more than a dozen economists at various organizations, such as investment banks and trade groups, by e-mail and asked them to evaluate how the U.S. economy fared in the year after Hurricane Katrina made landfall....  Despite the destruction, and the personal and financial impact to people in the path of the storm, the majority of economists surveyed by the ABC News Business Unit said the storm had a only short-term impact on the nation's economy.  'It's amazing how large and resilient the economy is,' said Bill Dunkelberg, economist for the National Federation of Independent Business. One year later, the majority of economists contacted by ABC gave the U.S. economy a 'B+' to 'A' for its response to Hurricane Katrina."] -- Thanks to Thom Carr for bringing this article to my attention. 

Hoffman, Lisa.  "Katrina Begat Sorrows But Also Lots of Greedy Frauds."

ScrippsNews, August 24, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.scrippsnews.com/node/11737
[Excerpt:  "'It's a full-employment act for FBI agents,' FBI assistant director James Burrus said. At last count, there were at least 785 criminal cases under investigation by the Hurricane Katrina Task Force, a joint effort of 19 federal agencies, including the Department of Homeland Security, the U.S. Postal Service, the Defense Department and even the Environmental Protection Agency. State prosecutors in Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas are similarly swamped. And scores more cases wait in the wings. 'The number of these Katrina fraud cases continue to build and already hundreds are pending in our office,' Mississippi U.S. Attorney Dan Lampton said.

New Orleans Times-Picayune.  "Katrina: One Year Later."  
Website: http://www.nola.com/katrina/ 

("On the eve of the one-year anniversary of this catastrophe, NOLA.com and The Times-Picayune revisit the past year and look forward to the rebirth of a unique American city."  The site features an archive of the newspaper's articles, along with photos, graphics, and audio and video archives.)

Raasch, Chuck.  "A Year After Katrina, The Competency Question Persists."  USA Today, August 24, 2006.  At:

http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/columnist/raasch/2006-08-24-raasch_x.htm 

[Excerpt:  "At the one-year anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, according to USA TODAY, New Orleans is re-emerging "the old way, in harm's way, because the city and the state have not yet said they can't." USA TODAY's Anne Rochell Konigsmark reported that many problems in New Orleans persist because the city has no master plan. The Big Easy is trying to recreate its same old charming, vulnerable self - potentially as vulnerable to another Category 5 killer as it was before Katrina. First: This is not about compassion, it's about competency - especially at the state and local level. The American people passed the threshold of Katrina compassion long ago. While the politicians pointed fingers, Americans gave millions to private charities. They opened up their homes to displaced fellow citizens, they flocked to the gulf to help those rebuilding. Truckers abandoned their own businesses to haul supplies to the gulf. Companies donated material and money.... But if the trend outlined in the USA TODAY report continues {See USA Today story below}- if Big Easy homes and businesses are rebuilt in flood plains just as vulnerable as before - then every taxpayer, every volunteer, every sympathizer, has the right to be outraged. Because if New Orleans becomes its same old vulnerable self, that would be far greater incompetence than government's initially confused response when the hurricane struck a year ago.... Americans have thrown compassion, action and money at the problem. In return, they have a right to expect a safer, sturdier and smarter recovery."]

USA Today.  "In Uncertain New Orleans, Failure of Leadership..."  August 25, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/printedition/news/20060825/edit25.art.htm
[Excerpt:  "A year ago, water was the enemy. Today, it has been replaced by a more insidious foe: uncertainty. As the water receded, a smaller, sadder New Orleans looked to Mayor Ray Nagin and the City Council for leadership. They responded with chaos. The symbol of their failure is New Orleans' lack of a citywide plan to rebuild - the first essential step toward renewal. Without a plan, residents don't know whether city services, utilities and other families will return to their old neighborhoods. So decisions about rebuilding are deferred and residents stay away, compounding the failure.... if the problems are challenging, they do not excuse the city's utter failure to tackle them. Local leaders have fled from all the tough choices. The fragmented planning process is a testament to their dithering. There have been three starts to planning and three sets of dueling planners. (See the timeline at right.) In the absence of a plan, the city has handed out more than 40,000 building permits. Homes are springing to life, block by haphazard block, many at their old, risky elevations."]

Weather Channel and United States Postal Service.  "Postmark Katrina."

August 27 and 28:

[From USPS website --  http://www.usps.com/postalinspectors/katrina.htm
"In a first-ever television event of its kind, the U.S. Postal Inspection Service has teamed with The Weather Channel to produce an extraordinary story. Postmark Katrina pays tribute to the heroic struggles of Postal Inspection Service and Postal Service employees to restore mail service to residents of the Gulf Coast in the aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  Airing August 27 at 8 p.m. ET/PT, with an encore performance on August 28, this episode of Storm Stories follows Postal Inspectors, Postal Police Officers, and other Postal Service employees, many of whom were themselves homeless, as they overcame overwhelming obstacles to safeguard mail from devastated areas and deliver it to the needy victims of this unprecedented natural disaster."

Thanks to Chris Tomberlin with Outpost Pictures in Birmingham AL, who provided me with a DVD of this special, dated August 22, 2006, I was able to watch this last night at home.  I highly recommend trying to catch it on the Weather Channel this weekend.  Makes you appreciate the Postal Service and what USPS employees did in response to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita even more.  While I still find it difficult to watch Katrina-related shows, even this one, it has a needed positive message. The film was done by Nigh Noon Film under the direction of Les Rayburn. Hats off to the USPS and to those who developed this video.  BWB] 

(5)  MATERIALS RECEIVED:

Emergency Management, Summer 2006.  (Strategy & Leadership in Critical Times; Government Technology; Information at: http://www.emergencymgmt.com).

* The Cover Story is "FEMA Forecast -- Can the Federal Emergency Management Agency Weather the Storm Surrounding Its Fate?"

* Jessica Jones writes in the "Editor's Letter" column, entitled "Get Your Hands Dirty," that "Opinions on whether to scrap the agency and start over, or keep and rebuild it abound at all levels of government, and the one sentiment I whole-heartedly agree with is Eric Holdeman's, director of the King County, Wash., Office of Emergency Management.  We don't need a brand change, he said -- we need to fix the product.  The name FEMA is recognizable countrywide, and we shouldn't mess with that.  Keep the agency's name and empower its director -- that seems to be the key here.  Give the FEMA director a line straight to the president, as well as the authority to make decisions and execute them.  Put someone with guts and confidence at FEMA's helm -- someone willing to get his or her hands dirty."

* Chandler Harris.  "Project:  Recovery -- In 1974, a Category F5

Tornado Devastated Brandenburg,    

  Ky. -- Leaving the Town Forever Changed, but Better Prepared."

* "Major Player" -- a profile of Dr. Irwin Redliner, Director of the National Center for Disaster

  Preparedness.  [See:  http://www.ncdp.mailman.columbia.edu/]

* Alison Lake.  "EOC Analysis."

* David Raths.  "FEMA Forecast."

* "Turnaround Artist: James Lee Witt," p. 22.

* Jim McKay.  "Plasticizing Preparedness," pp. 26-29.

* Jessica Jones.  "Moving Target?" [On National Incident Management System], pp. 31-33.

* Russell Decker.  "Avoiding the 'Media Disaster," pp. 36-37.

* Chad Vander Veen.  "Reaching Out -- Ensuring Safety for Vulnerable Populations in Emergency

  Situations Requires Planning and Working Around Privacy Issues,"

pp.38-43.

* Shane Peterson.  "Mass Exodus," pp. 44-49.

* Emily Montandon.  "RU OK?"  [Text messaging and communications in disaster]. Pp. 50-53.

* Corine Stofle. "Early Warning"[Canada's Global Public Health Intelligence Network] Pp.55-58.

* Jim McKay.  "Facing the Heat" [Wildfires], pp. 60-64.

* Eric Holderman.  "A Matter of Motivation," p. 66.

Homeland Defense Journal, Vol. 4, Issue 7, July 2006.  (Monthly published by Homeland Defense Journal, Arlington, VA, http://www.homelanddefensejournal.com.)

Stoltman, Joseph P., John Lidstone and Lisa M. DeCahno (Eds.).

International Perspectives on Natural Disasters:  Occurrence, Mitigation, and Consequences.  Dordrecht/Boston/London:  Kluwer Academic Publishers, 2004, 478 pages.

(6)  MAX MAYFIELD, DIRECTOR NATIONAL HURRICANE CENTER RETIRING END OF YEAR:

Kaye, Ken & Sally Kestin.  "Max Mayfield, Hurricane Center's Guiding Light, Calling It Quits At End of Year."  South Florida Sun Sentinel, August 25, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/local/southflorida/sfl-825maxmayfield,0,2995550.story?coll=sfla-home-headlines 

[Excerpt:  "After 34 years of forecasting, and guiding the nation through the past two hellacious hurricane seasons, Max Mayfield, the most popular director ever of the National Hurricane Center, is calling it quits after this year.  'I'm tired', he said Friday, providing the simple explanation for his leaving. 'I'm tired of staying up till midnight, 1 a.m. The last two seasons have taken a toll. It's time to move on'."]   Thanks to Matthew Green, FEMA Hurricane Liaison Team Coordinator, National Hurricane Center, for bringing this to attention of EMI Mitigation Section.

(7)  O'MAIELSON ENTERPRISES, INC.

I have received a number of requests for information on how to get in touch with Dr.'s Art Oyola-Yemaiel and Jennifer Wilson, now that they have left the Emergency Management Program at North Dakota State University.  Late yesterday I received the following contact

information:

Arthur Oyola-Yemaiel, Ph.D.                Jennifer Wilson, Ph.D.

O'maielson Enterprises, Inc.                  O'maielson Enterprises, Inc.

arthur.yemaiel@omaielson.com             jennifer.wilson@omaielson.com

(701) 388-0384                                       (701) 388-0389

(8)  PREPAREDNESS:

Baton Rouge Advocate.  "Our Views:  Get Together on Evacuee Plans."

August 25, 2006, Accessed at:

http://www.2theadvocate.com/opinion/3732686.html
[Excerpt:  "Nearly a year after Hurricane Katrina - and in the middle of another hurricane season - officials at various levels of government are still squabbling about the role Baton Rouge should play in accommodating evacuees from future storms.... While it would be easy to frame Holden's {Baton Rouge Mayor} frustrations with Chertoff as merely a political dispute, the issues raised by Holden's Press Club speech concern vital matters of public policy that deserve serious attention. And let's face

it: Holden is far from alone in his dissatisfaction with the Bush administration's frequently tone-deaf approach to emergency response and planning. We have frequently taken issue with the autocratic, inflexible way that FEMA and the Department of Homeland Security often do business.

Given that history, Holden's complaints about being left out of FEMA's planning loop seem plausible, at the very least. One need not go far to find similar horror stories about bureaucratic intransigence.... As the anniversary of Katrina approaches and south Louisiana muddles through another hurricane season, it's better late than never for Holden, Chertoff and Gov. Kathleen Blanco to get on the same page."]

Huber, Tim.  "Terror May Send Exodus West."  Associated Press, August 24, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washtimes.com/metro/20060823-103733-7011r.htm
[Excerpt:  "Suburban Washington residents likely would jump in their cars and drive through the Eastern Panhandle, Maryland and Virginia in the event of a terror attack, a West Virginia University survey shows.  West Virginia officials say the survey underscores the need for a regional plan to handle an exodus of 6 million or 7 million people."]

Miles, Donna.  "`Strong Angel III' Tests Military-Civil Disaster Response."  American Forces Information Service, August 25, 2006.

Accessed at: http://www.defenselink.mil/News/NewsArticle.aspx?ID=567
[Excerpt:  "More than 600 military members, Defense Department employees and contractors, first responders, nongovernmental organization representatives and technologists are here this week [San Diego] exploring better ways to coordinate their disaster response. Strong Angel III, the third in a series of disaster response exercises, revolves around the scenario of a worldwide viral pandemic that stretches emergency response efforts toward the breaking point. At the same time, a terrorist network launches a wave of cyber-attacks that disable communications throughout the United States when they're needed most....  Helping prepare for such a contingency, and promoting civil-military cooperation in meeting its challenges, is the goal of Strong Angel III, explained Navy Cmdr. (Dr.) Eric Rasmussen, exercise director and chairman of the Department of Medicine at Naval Hospital Bremerton, Wash...."] 

(9)  RESPONSE, RELIEF, RECOVERY:

Hudson, Audrey.  "Disaster-Relief Missions Likely From Private Sector, Panel Says."  Washington Times, August 25, 2006.  At:

http://www.washingtontimes.com/national/20060824-105325-3347r.htm
[Excerpt:  "Government at all levels is preparing to respond to hurricanes and other disasters, but the real rescue missions likely will be carried out by corporations and churches, a panel said yesterday. 'We are so Washington-centric that we pay almost no attention to how Americans respond to disaster,' said James Jay Carafano, a Heritage Foundation fellow who moderated yesterday's panel discussion on 'Grassroots Response: Citizens Taking Care of Citizens During Disasters.'  Panelists from the private sector said they are able to respond quicker to disasters such as Hurricane Katrina than most government agencies, including the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)."] 

(10)  WAR ON TERROR:

Swirsky, Seth.  "Bin Laden's Elusiveness is Par for the Course." PoliticalMavens.com, August 25, 2006.

http://politicalmavens.com/index.php/2006/08/25/bin-ladens-elusiveness-is-par-for-the-course/ 

[Excerpt:  "....as history tells us, not finding fugitives - even in the most highly publicized cases and with the full force of government investigative agencies on their trail - should be expected.... Our inability, so far, to capture Osama bin Laden is not unusual. As the above examples [read article] attest to, capturing killers is difficult enough when they're on our soil. When they're ten thousand miles away, hiding in dank caves and surrounded by accomplices, it's that much harder."]

(11)  WHY DISASTERS ARE A GROWTH BUSINESS (ONE REASON, AT LEAST):

Sanders, Jim.  "Builders' Clout Cited As Flood Bills Stall."  Sacramento Bee, August 25, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.sacbee.com/content/politics/story/14307424p-15194052c.html
(12)  WILEY PATHWAYS EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT TEXTBOOK SERIES:

As noted earlier in the week in connection with the receipt here of Dr.

David McEntire's new book on "Disaster Response and Recovery", John Wiley & Sons, Inc., has designed a series of emergency management textbooks to support collegiate courses in emergency management.  The first was McEntire's Disaster Response and Recovery Book.  

The next to be published, any day now I am told by Wiley Pathways Jennifer Slomack, will be "Emergency Planning" by Dr. Ronald Perry at Arizona State University and Dr. Michael Lindell of Texas A&M (two of the primary authors of the just completed EM HiEd Project "Fundamentals of Emergency Management" -- an upper division/graduate level college course.

Also in the series, and all about to be published, are:

"Hazard Mitigation and Preparedness" by Anna K. Schwab Katherine Eschelback and David Brower at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (all of whom were contributors to the FEMA EM HiEd Project college course "Coastal Hazards Management").

"Introduction to Emergency Management" by Dr's Michael Lindell, Carla Prater, and Ronald Perry (which will closely parallel the FEMA EM HiEd Project "Fundamentals of EM" college course, noted above).

"Technology in Emergency Management" by Dr. John Pine, Director of the Disaster Science and Management Program at Louisiana State University, and author of the FEMA EM HiEd Project college course "Technology of Emergency Management."

Sample textbook chapters, ordering information, and additional material and information supporting these texts can be found on the following website:  http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/Section/id-292154.html
A feature of this website is the posting of additional materials from the authors, and perhaps others, that relate to or support the textbook -- First click on "Wiley's Higher Education Site" tab on the page for each book, then on "Instructor Companion Site."  

For additional information on the Wiley Pathways Emergency Management series of college textbooks, or to talk about future directions of this series, contact Jennifer Slomack at:  jslomack@wiley.com.  I have made a pitch, for example, for the development of a textbook to support Dr. Tom Drabek's EM HiEd "Social Dimensions of Disaster" college course.

Jennifer Slomack tells me that all five textbooks have received pre-printing orders based on summary information about the to-be-published books -- with the "Hazard Mitigation and Preparedness" book receiving the most advance orders thus far.

College faculty, by the way, are eligible for free review copies -- info on website.

(13)  WEEKEND READING (Actually, last weekend -- finished reading):

Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC).  After-Action Report for the 2004 Hurricane Response.  Lexington KY:  EMAC, National Emergency Management Association.  October 6, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.emacweb.org/
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM

Higher Education Project Manager

Emergency Management Institute

National Emergency Training Center

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Department of Homeland Security

16825 S. Seton, N-430

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

(301) 447-1262, voice

(301) 447-1598, fax

wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu
* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”

