August 24, 2006 FEMA Emergency management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  DISASTER INSURANCE:

Laurie, John.  "Some Solutions To Property Insurance and State's 'Hurricane Problem'."  Herald Today (FL), August 24, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.bradenton.com/mld/bradenton/15344316.htm
McCarty, Kevin M.  "Windstorm Policies:  Lack of Reinsurance Principle Reason for Increase In Rates."  CentreDaily.com, August 24, 2006.

Accessed at:

http://www.centredaily.com/mld/centredaily/news/opinion/15347679.htm
[Kevin M. McCarty is insurance commissioner of Florida.]

Pender, Geoff.  "Barbour: Housing First And Foremost Need."  Biloxi Sun Herald (Miss.), August 24, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.sunherald.com/mld/sunherald/15346837.htm
[Note:  Most of article is not on insurance, but found the part that is of interest -- an excerpt:  "Do you mean have the federal government get into the wind-insurance business like it did with flood insurance?  A: I don't think the flood insurance model is the right model. First of all, it's very expensive to taxpayers. Its losses are about $25 billion, most which occurred in the last few years. We have a program post-9/11 called the Terrorism Reinsurance Act, or TRIA, where the federal government guarantees the reinsurance market. The theory is the size of the potential loss is so large that no private company or group of companies is large enough to carry the risk. With TRIA, they said the federal government is going to stand behind the reinsurance. 

A possible solution, and probably the best solution from a government standpoint, is to have a reinsurance program for natural disasters. Not just for hurricanes, but for earthquakes, volcanoes, for floods. The federal government would be the insurer of last resort, or the reinsurer of last resort. The difference between that and what we do now is the federal government would be paid a premium for it."]

(2)  DISASTER RELIEF AND CORRUPTION:

Leeson, Peter T. and Russell S. Sobel.  "Weathering Corruption."

Mercatus Center, George Mason University, June 21, 2006, 21 pages.

Accessed at: http://www.mercatus.org/Publications/pubID.2691/pub_detail.asp
[Abstract:  "Could bad weather be responsible for U.S. corruption?

Natural disasters create resource windfalls in the states they strike by triggering federally-provided natural disaster relief. Like windfalls created by the "natural resource curse" and foreign aid, disaster relief windfalls may also increase corruption. We investigate this hypothesis by exploring the effect of FEMA-provided disaster relief on public corruption. The results support our hypothesis. Each additional $1 per capita in average annual FEMA relief increases corruption nearly 2.5 percent in the average state. Eliminating FEMA disaster relief would reduce corruption more than 20 percent in the average state. Our findings suggest that notoriously corrupt regions of the United States, such as the Gulf Coast, are notoriously corrupt because natural disasters frequently strike them. They attract more disaster relief making them more corrupt."]

(3)  FEMA:

Hedges, Michael.  "FEMA Ready For The Next One, Chief Says."  Houston Chronicle, August 24, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/front/4137768.html
[Excerpt:  "Asked to rate on a 1-to-10 scale FEMA's readiness for another giant storm, Paulison said, 'I don't want to come across as arrogant, but it would be at the high end'....Little has proved less durable over the years than promises by FEMA officials that they'll get it right next time.... 'It would be disingenuous to believe FEMA has their act together this year - they clearly don't', said Douglas Brinkley, author of The Great Deluge, a book about Hurricane Katrina.

'We are still seeing mishap after mishap'.... Russell Sobel, a professor of economics at West Virginia University who has studied the agency for years, said FEMA learned the wrong lessons from Katrina, focusing on the need for better communications and centralized distribution of emergency supplies.  He said a centralized system stifled the natural efficiencies of a free-market approach.... Sobel said the planning by FEMA since Katrina showed no signs of being more flexible than in the past."]

New Orleans Times-Picayune.  "Experience Counts," August 24, 2006.

Accessed at: http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/editorials/index.ssf?/base/news-3/115640243550270.xml&coll=1 
[Excerpt:  "...FEMA has not filled all of its authorized positions. The agency has more people on board now than last year -- 2,000 compared to 1,700 -- but the current staffing level is at 83 percent. The agency's goal, set last year, was to achieve 95 percent staffing in 95 days. The situation is due in part to a wave of retirements, but that's worrisome, too, since it means the agency is losing its more experienced people."]

Public Employees For Environmental Responsibility.  "Corps-FEMA Feud Puts Floridians in Flood Path."  August 23, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.yubanet.com/artman/publish/article_41067.shtml
[Excerpt:  "Festering hostility between two federal agencies has stymied enforcement of rules barring new construction on Florida floodplains, according to correspondence released today by Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER). Consequently, threats to public safety and economic losses from hurricanes in Florida are magnified because many more residences, businesses and even shelters and other critical care facilities are located where they will be most vulnerable to flooding....'The Corps and FEMA need to end the bickering and start doing their jobs,' stated Florida PEER Director Jerry Phillips, who today sent a letter to the Inspector Generals for FEMA and the Corps asking for a joint review of why floodplain protections are being ignored. 'This is beyond negligence - these federal agencies are supposed to be providing adult leadership but instead they are acting like spoiled children'."]

(4)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Carr, Rebecca.  "News Stories Seen As Hit To Security."  Cox News Service, August 24, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtontimes.com/national/20060823-105655-4270r.htm
[Excerpt: "Most Americans think that news organizations have hurt national-security interests by revealing that the government has examined the bank records of Americans with suspected ties to terrorists. That finding in a Pew Research Center for the People & the Press poll contradicts another finding from the same poll: Even more people think such news stories 'told citizens something they should know about'."]

(5)  HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- COLLEGE COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Received today from lead course developer, Dr. William Waugh, Jr., Georgia State University, slides to support the 7 sessions of this "short course" (not having funding to do a full 45-contact hours course).  Put into review pile and forwarded, as well, to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Free College Courses tab -- Courses Under Development section -- where they should be accessible soon.

(6)  KATRINA:

American College of Emergency Physicians.  Emergency Medicine One Year After Katrina.  ACEP, August 24, 2006, 6 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.acep.org/webportal/Newsroom/NewsMediaResources/PK/katrina1yr.htm 
[Excerpt from Press Release:  "A new survey conducted by the American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP) finds the emergency care system in areas most affected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita still has not recovered and progress is slow.  More than three quarters of those surveyed (82 percent) said the system is not ready for another hurricane or mass casualty event, and almost two-thirds said long waiting times are harming their patients.  The responses are from emergency physicians who work in the areas devastated by last year's storms...More than half (52 percent) report little to no progress in the recovery of the emergency care system in their communities.  Thirty-three percent said some parts of the medical care system have experienced significant progress...".]

Chamlee-Wright, Emily.  After the Storm: Social Capital Regrouping in the Wake of Hurricane Katrina.  Mercatus Center, George Mason University, August 23, 2006, 40 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.mercatus.org/repository/docLib/20060823_After_the_Storm.pdf
[Abstract:  "This paper examines the role social capital is playing in the post-Katrina recovery process, in particular, how social capital resources are being deployed to overcome the collective action problem associated with post-disaster recovery. The usual assumption is that large-scale government response offers the only viable path towards successful recovery. Qualitative analysis presented here suggests that the resources found within civil society represent an alternative paradigm for how communities can rebound. We identify four patterns by which residents and business owners are creating and leveraging social capital assets in their interactions with each other and other elements within civil society. We conclude that government disaster response and redevelopment policy should be crafted and executed in such a way that it does not unduly inhibit civil society's ability to respond."]

Initiative for Regional and Community Transformation.  Envisioning A Better Mississippi: Hurricane Katrina and Mississippi - One Year Later (A Report of the Mississippi State Conference of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People).  Jackson MS:  NAACP, August 24, 2006, 81 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.naacp.org/advocacy/gcac/ms_report/
[The URL above is for Press Release on this report, which can be accessed via a link at the end of the Press Release.  From the Press

Release:

"The key findings flowing from this report are as follows:

* The focus and attention by federal and state policy toward rebuilding has been slow, disjointed and often not reflective of key voices in Mississippi.

* Rebuilding policy, especially those policies focused on compensating individual homeowners have the potential to shift resources meant for the most vulnerable communities to communities (while severely affected by the storm) do not fit the profile and guidelines for serving low-income communities as stated in HUD guidelines.

* The state and federal government responses have not sufficiently addressed the volume of rental housing units lost and damaged by the storm and the need to replace them.

* The state of Mississippi is facing a tremendous insurance crisis that must be addressed in order for large-scale long-term rebuilding to take place.

* While planning for rebuilding is in place, the actual capacity for physical development is limited due to the high demand for skilled labor, building material and project financing.

* Predatory lending practices that plagued vulnerable Mississippi communities before the hurricane are still in force and now retain the potential to drain away resources from newly compensated low-to-moderate income households.

* The faith community that was the first responders and most effective in delivering services are still called to perform similar duties without much assistance, compensation and training for what they do.

* Limited effort and policies are being invested in developing policies for those displaced to other regions by the storms.

* Given the limited base of capital in the private, public and regional philanthropic sectors, civil society in Mississippi must develop and nurture a philanthropic base that will help sustain rebuilding, development and transformation."]

Kerr, Stephen.  "Katrina Showed Key Is Getting Good People In Government."  Hearst Newspapers, August 23, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_4226625
[Excerpt:  "The common thread among these powerful stories is that the Coast Guard and the DEA get the people piece right. Both agencies are recognized for emphasizing worker training and then empowering their employees to make independent decisions in the field. Not surprisingly, the employees of both say their agency is among the top places to work in government.

    The 2005 report, 'The Best Places to Work in the Federal Government', compiled by the Partnership for Public Service and American University, offers insights into employee satisfaction and morale. This report ranked the Coast Guard 24th out of more 200 sub-agencies when it comes to employee engagement. DEA ranked 52nd. By contrast, FEMA falls within the bottom quarter of all 200 sub-agencies and DHS as a whole was ranked second to last among the 30 largest cabinet and independent agencies.

    In most respects, government employees are no different from those in the private and non-profit sectors. They want to come to work excited by the mission, engaged by their leaders, and given the skills and opportunity to contribute creatively to those efforts - be it designing a better light bulb or responding to a national emergency. Provide such an environment and success will follow.

    While we brace for Mother Nature's next fierce assault or whatever national crisis may occur, we should expect DHS and other government agencies to re-examine how they prepare their employees to perform their missions every day and when Americans need it most. To be effective, they need better training so they can be prepared and empowered to make decisions on the ground."]

Rowley, Karen.  GulfGov Reports:  One Year Later:  First Look at the Recovery, Role and Capacity of States and Localities Damaged by the 2005 Katrina and Rita Hurricanes - Field Network Report on 22 Communities. Baton Rouge LA:  Public Affairs Research Council of Louisiana (with the Nelson A. Rockefeller Institute of Government, Albany, NY), August 22, 2006, 48 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.la-par.org/article.cfm?id=183&cateid=1
[The URL noted above goes to a Press Release.  One can access the report via a link at the end of the Press Release.  An excerpt from that Press

Release:

"What Katrina and Rita took away from the coastal areas they gave in abundance to communities farther inland. Communities out of range of the storm surge have seen their economies grow sharply as a result of increased population and revenues, while areas that were hard hit are rebuilding their economies from scratch.

"The slow pace of recovery is tied to the limited progress in crafting rebuilding plans. A few communities have rebuilding plans in place; New Orleans, most notably, does not. Without specific information about how and where a community plans to rebuild, residents find it difficult to make their own decisions about rebuilding.

"Housing and labor shortages cut across the region from Cameron Parish, Louisiana, to Gulf Shores, Alabama. There are not enough workers to fill available jobs, nor is there adequate affordable housing to accommodate them."]

Senate and House Democrats.  Broken Promises:  On the One Year Anniversary of Hurricane Katrina, the Broken Promises of the Incompetent Bush Republicans Leave Survivors' Needs Unmet.  Washington DC:  August 23, 2006, 19 pages.  Accessed via:

http://democraticleader.house.gov/press/releases.cfm?pressReleaseID=1749
[This link takes one to a press release on the report, not yet on the website.  There is a phone number to call, though, to get an electronic copy emailed to you -- it works, I did it -- 202-226-7616.]

Smith, Cheryl.  "After The Storm:  Austin's Louisiana Exiles Remain Suspended Between Before and After."  Austin Chronicle (TX), August 24, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.austinchronicle.com/gyrobase/Issue/story?oid=oid%3A397731
[Excerpt:  "According to a monthly economic index compiled by the Brookings Institution from HUD data, rents in New Orleans have risen nearly 40% over the past year. "A one-bedroom apartment now rents for about $803, up from $578 last year. Similarly, a three-bedroom unit rents for $1,206, a 39% increase from last year's rent level of $868. In short, these numbers show the great demand for rental housing and affordable housing in a very tight rental market, as former renters try to find a foothold in the city, new workers try to secure short-term housing, or former homeowners find homeownership no longer a feasible option," the index reads. According to the Advancement Project, a D.C.-based civil rights group, New Orleans has lost roughly half of its rental housing due to Katrina."]

Texas Health and Human Services Commission.  Hurricane Katrina Evacuees in Texas.  Austin TX:  HHSC, Epidemiology Team, Strategic Decision Support Financial Services Division, August 22, 2006, 40 pages. Accessed at:

http://hhsc.state.tx.us/survey/KATRINA_0806_FinalReport.PDF or http://www.hhs.state.tx.us/news/release/082206_Survey_Katrina.shtml
[From Press Release (2nd URL):  "A comprehensive survey released today by the Texas Health and Human Services Commission found that 251,000 Hurricane Katrina evacuees remain in Texas, and many have significant employment, housing and health-care needs. The survey, conducted by the Gallup Organization, was based on interviews with 6,415 families and offers the most extensive look to date of the needs of evacuees still living in Texas. Among the findings:

* 30 percent of the adult evacuees are currently employed, but 71 percent said they had jobs before the hurricane. When retirees, students, homemakers and those unable to work are taken into account, the survey found a 59 percent unemployment rate among evacuees.

* Even before the hurricane, 61 percent of the households earned less than $20,000 per year. At the time of the survey, 41 percent of households reported a monthly income of less than $500.

* 54 percent of the evacuee households receive federal housing subsidies, 39 percent receive food stamps, 32 percent receive unemployment benefits, and about half of the households include children covered by Medicaid or the Children's Health Insurance Program.

* 39 percent of the evacuees in Texas are children, and 60 percent of the adults are women.

* 63 percent of adult evacuees are 18-44; only 8 percent are 65 or older.

* 83 percent of the adult evacuees have a high school education or better, and 19 percent are college graduates.

* Half of the evacuees said they expected to be living in Texas a year after the survey, and 40 percent expected to remain in the state at least two years."]

Witt, James Lee and Max Stier.  "Katrina Is Still Teaching Harsh Lessons A Year Later."  Salt Lake Tribune.  August 23, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.sltrib.com/opinion/ci_4227528
[Excerpt:  "America is in danger of learning the wrong lesson from Hurricane Katrina.... We...believe the failures suggest some longer-term, more consequential, attitudinal lessons on the part of government and citizens that must be learned if we are to do better in the decades ahead. Here are five of those key lessons:

 1: Good results require good people....

 2: Coordination matters....

 3: A long-term perspective is necessary....

 4: There is no cheap fix....

 5: Understand and build upon the successes...."]

(7)  KWANTLEN UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, SURREY, BC -- INVESTIGATING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

Talked with Gordon Farrell, Director of Business Development at Kwantlen University College in British Columbia (near Vancouver), Canada, late on August 23rd (too late for activity report note), concerning an initiative to develop "a concept paper for the launching of a Masters program in Emergency Planning and Business Continuity."  Mr. Farrell was already fairly familiar with the FEMA EM HiEd Project website.

Discussed curriculum topics and attendance at next years June 4-7, 2007 Emergency Management Higher Education Conference here at EMI.  For additional information, Mr. Farrell can be reached at: Gordon.Farrell@kwantlen.ca 
(8)  PREPAREDNESS:

City of Philadelphia.   Emergency Preparedness Review Committee Report.

Philadelphia PA, June 30, 2006, 175 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.phila.gov/  [Scroll down and click on report title.]

Meyerson, Bruce.  "Emergency Radios Improve After Katrina, But Problems Persist."  Associated Press, August 23, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/nation/20060823-1118-katrina-emergencycommunications.html 
[Excerpt:  "It's been more than a decade since the first World Trade Center attack and the Oklahoma City bombing provoked new urgency to upgrade the nation's hodgepodge of wireless systems with unifying technologies. While the hurricane debacle brought new immediacy, action has remained scarce beyond the creation of more joint panels and task forces that, like their predecessors, have been bogged down by disagreement over how to do it, how to pay for it, and the frictions that typically arise whenever multiple arms of government 'work together'.  At the very least, though, officials have seized upon the unfortunate momentum provided by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita to implement interim solutions using relatively low-cost, low-tech equipment that's been available for years.... But the portrait of urgency and cooperation behind the past year's progress has been marred by more of the political elbowing that has epitomized the past decade.... As memories of the storm fade...clashes over control and autonomy may only intensify."

Moore, Sarah.  "Residents With Special Needs Can Register To Ensure Evacuation Help." Beaumont Enterprise (TX), August 24, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.southeasttexaslive.com/site/news.cfm?newsid=17103711&BRD=2287&PAG=461&dept_id=512588&rfi=6 
[Excerpt:  "Learning from the chaos of last year's Hurricane Rita evacuation, local authorities are building a database to help emergency responders find and plan for the evacuation of about 6,000 Southeast Texans with special needs.... 'The registry determines what (the person's) needs are - whether they're old and just need transportation, or have medical needs as well'..."]

(9)  WAR ON TERROR (Related):

House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence.  "Recognizing Iran as a Strategic Threat:  AN Intelligence Challenge for the United States" (Staff Report of the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, Subcommittee on Intelligence Policy).  Washington DC: U.S. House of Representatives, August 23, 2006, 29 pages.  Accessed at: http://intelligence.house.gov/Media/PDFS/IranReport082206v2.pdf
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM

Higher Education Project Manager

Emergency Management Institute

National Emergency Training Center

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Department of Homeland Security

16825 S. Seton, N-430

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

(301) 447-1262, voice

(301) 447-1598, fax

wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu
* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”

