August 17, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  BIO-TERRORISM:

Vetter, Kimberly.  "LSU Conference Spells Out Perils of Terrorism Using Bioweapons."  Baton Rouge Advocate, August 17, 20056.  Accessed at:

http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/3588971.html
(2)  CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS:

Carroll, Jill and Peter Grier.  "Hostage:  The Jill Carroll Story – Part 4:  A Mother As Suicide Bomber."  Christian Science Monitor, August 17, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.csmonitor.com/2006/0817/p01s04-woiq.htm
Koch, Ed.  "We Won't Win War on Jihad - Unless Non-Islamics Unite and Play to Win."  Jewish World Review, August 17, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://jewishworldreview.com/0806/koch081706.php3
Thomas, Cal.  "The Convert."  Jewish World Review, August 17, 2006.

Accessed at: http://jewishworldreview.com/cols/thomas081706.php3
(3)  EVACUATION PLANNING COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT???

This is a solicitation of sorts.  We are thinking of putting a 4th college course development topic under active investigation.  Already looking into three topics -- in the eventuality that the EM HiEd Project receives college course development funding in fiscal year 2007.  The three courses currently being investigated for need and feasibility are:

* Disaster Operations Planning

* Principles of Emergency Management

* Theory of Emergency Management (Graduate-level)

The 4th potential topic is Evacuation Planning.  Thus, we would be interested in letting a micro purchase work order to an "investigator" to investigate: 1. If there is a perceived need for such a course within the ranks of colleges and universities with emergency management programs; 2. The "strength" of any perceived need (as in approximately how many schools might actually add such a course to their offerings); 3. The feasibility of developing such a course -- centering on the identification of subject matter experts in the field, in retirement, in academia, who would be the talent pool for the formation of one or more competitive course development teams, but also including an assessment of a materials base to support a course development project -- guidance, model plans, academic literature, etc..  Would prefer to communicate with those already set-up to receive FEMA micro purchase work orders -- meaning registered with Dunn & Bradstreet, and currently within the CCR Database -- though not being set-up is not a show-stopper for a potential and qualified investigator.

(4)  HAZARDS MAPPING AND MODELING -- UPPER DIVISION/GRADUATE COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Reviewed and approved draft, Session 11, "Supporting Emergency Response Operations Using GIS and Modeling," by lead course developer, Dr. John C. Pine, Director of the Disaster Science and Management Program at Louisiana State University.  Session Scope:

"This session examines the use of GIS and modeling in emergency response operations.  Through case studies and examples, the session explores how emergency responders are using GIS and hazard modeling in saving lives, protecting property and sustaining our environment."

Forwarded session to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Free College Courses tab -- Courses Under Development section -- where it should be accessible soon.

The Project Assistant communicated today that all paper review copies of the complete first draft course should be in the hands of external reviewers (15) who responded to our solicitation in the "Disaster Research" electronic newsletter of the Hazards Center at the University of Colorado at Boulder.  Deadline for comments from these reviewers is September 15th.  In addition, in conformity with a contract provision, Dr. Pine has solicited three peer reviewers.

(5)  HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- COLLEGE SHORT COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Received for review from lead course developer, Dr. William Waugh Jr., Georgia State University, copies of bibliography and list of acronyms for this abbreviated course. (lack of sufficient funding for 45-contact hour course).  Reviewed and forwarded material to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Free College Courses tab -- Courses Under Development section -- where these two items should be accessible shortly.

(6)  MATERIALS RECEIVED:

Disaster Prevention and Management-An International Journal, Vol. 13, No. 3, 2006 (MCB University Press North America 875 Massachusetts Ave., Suite 82, Cambridge, MA 02139. (888) 622-0075, (617) 354-6875 (fax),

URL: http://www.mcb.co.uk, e-mail: help@mcb-usa.com). 
Homeland Protection Professional, Vol. 5, No.6, July 2006 (Published 10 times a year by A.J. Parrino & Associates Ltd.  For information go to: http://www.hppmag.com)

HS Today, Vol. 3, No. 8, August 2006 (Monthly; http://www.HSToday.us).

IAEM Bulletin, Vol. 23, No. 8, August 2006 (International Association of Emergency Managers, 111 Park Place, Falls Church, VA 22046-4513, (703) 538-1795, (703) 241-5603 (fax), e-mail: nccem@aol.com).

Journal of Counter Terrorism and Homeland Security International, Vol.

12, No. 3, Fall 2006 (Washington, DC, International Association for Counterterrorism and Security Professionals.  http://www.iacsp.com).

(7)  PREPAREDNESS - PLANNING - SPECIAL NEEDS POPULATIONS:

California State Independent Living Council.  The Impact of Southern California Wildfires on People With Disabilities.  Sacramento CA: SILC, April 2004, 10 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.calsilc.org/ [Right side of homepage, scroll down.]

Department of Justice.  An ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) Guide for Local Governments:  Making Community Emergency Preparedness ad Response Programs Accessible to People with Disabilities.  August 5, 2006 update.  
Accessed at: http://www.usdoj.gov/crt/ada/emergencyprepguide.htm
Lakshmi, Rama.  "Group Urges Disaster Planning for Pregnant Women, Babies." Washington Post, August 17, 2006. Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/08/16/AR2006081601516.html 
National Council on Disability.  "National Council on Disability Makes Recommendations to Improve Emergency Preparedness and Response Plans for People with Disabilities in 2006 Hurricane Season."  Washington DC:  NCD Press Release, August 3, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.ncd.gov/newsroom/news/2006/r06-517.htm
National Council on Disability.  The Impact of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita on People With Disabilities: A Look Back and Remaining Challenges. Washington DC:  NCD, August 3, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.ncd.gov/newsroom/publications/2006/hurricanes_impact.htm
National Council on Disability.  The Needs of People With Psychiatric Disabilities During and After Hurricanes Katrina and Rita: Position Paper and Recommendations. Washington DC: NCD, July 7, 2006, 18 pages. Accessed at:

http://www.ncd.gov/newsroom/publications/2006/peopleneeds.htm
Roth, Marcie.  "Unnecessary Tragedy:  Hurricane Katrina's Avoidable Pain." SCILife, Winter 2005 (December 24, 2005), National Spinal Cord Injury Association.  
Accessed at: http://www.spinalcord.org/news.php?dep=0&page=50&list=684
[Excerpt: "I have learned during the past two months that, for all of the emergency planning that has gone on since the attacks of 9/11/01, people with disabilities are not in good hands. Without immediate and bold steps, their needs will remain entirely unmet when the next disaster strikes."  {Marcie Roth is the NSCIA Executive Director}.]

Styron, Hilary.  Remarks of EPI {Emergency Preparedness Initiative} Director Hilary Styron at the NTSB Hearing on the Wilmer, Texas Highway Accident (Hurricane Rita Evacuation).   Washington DC:  National Organization on Disability, August 9, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nod.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=page.viewPage&pageID=1430&nodeID=1&FeatureID=1615&redirected=1&CFID=9585815&CFTOKEN=68347047 
Tady, Megan.  "Disabled People 'Left Behind' in Emergency Planning." The New Standard, August 15, 2006.  Accessed at: http://newstandardnews.net/content/index.cfm/items/3537
[Excerpt: "During Hurricane Katrina, Benilda Caixeta, a New Orleans resident with quadriplegia, tried for two days to seek refuge at the Superdome. Despite repeated phone calls to authorities, help never arrived for Caixeta. Days later, she was found dead in her apartment, floating next to her wheelchair.... Disabled-rights activists have been calling for inclusive disaster-preparedness plans for years - from wheelchair-accessible transportation to closed-caption emergency messages on television. But despite some progress on both the federal and state levels, and even a 2004 Executive Order to strengthen preparedness plans to serve people with disabilities, critics say recent disasters illustrate how disabled people are still being left out of evacuation plans.... Disabled-rights advocates say traditional evacuation plans, which often rely on at least some walking, driving, seeing and hearing, are not appropriate for many people with disabilities. Activists have been pushing for more responsive plans, and for governments to include people with disabilities and their advocates in the planning process. Although some states have adopted measures that have begun to account for the needs of people with disabilities, such as a reverse 9-1-1 system and more accurate records on the locations of people with disabilities, gaps still exist.... A three-year study completed in 2006 by the Research and Training Center on Independent Living at the University of Kansas investigated 30 randomly selected counties, cities or boroughs in the US that had recently experienced a natural or man-made disaster. Researchers found that only 20 percent of the emergency managers had specific guidelines to assist people with mobility impairments during emergencies....Additionally, the study discovered that 57 percent of emergency managers did not know how many people with mobility impairments lived in their jurisdiction, and only 27 percent of managers reported completing a course offered by FEMA to help emergency responders understand the needs of people with disabilities. 'People [with disabilities] are being left behind,' said Cat Rooney, project coordinator for the study."] 

(8)  WAR ON TERROR:

Lyall, Sarah.  "British Converts to Islam Face 2 Kinds of Hurdles."  New York Times, August 16, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/08/16/news/converts.php
Timmons, Heather and Eric Pfanner.  "Europeans Propose New Terror Controls."  International Herald Tribune, August 17, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/08/16/news/terror.php
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