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[Excerpt:  "The nation's governors, protesting what they call an unprecedented shift in authority from the states to the federal government, will urge Congress today to block legislation that would allow the president to take control of National Guard forces in the event of a natural disaster or a threat to homeland security. In a sharply worded letter that will be transmitted to Republican and Democratic leaders in Congress this morning, the governors ask that a House-Senate conference committee remove a provision included in the House-passed version of the National Defense Authorization Act giving the president such authority. 'This provision was drafted without consultation or input from governors and represents an unprecedented shift in authority from governors as commanders and chief of the Guard to the federal government,' the governors state in the letter. As of yesterday, 51 governors, including some from U.S. territories, had signed the letter, a sign of broad bipartisan support that underscores the depth of opposition among state executives to encroachments by Washington on their powers."]

(6)  ROYAL ROADS UNIVERSITY, VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA -- DEVELOPMENT OF EMER.MGMT. PROGRAM:

Received on August 11th, too late for the August 11 Activity Report, the following note from Deanna Kenwell at Royal Roads:

"Royal Roads University is one step away from launching its proposed Masters of Arts in Disaster and Emergency Management. All internal approvals have been secured and we are simply awaiting approval from the Degree Quality Assurance Board and BC Minister of Education. The MADEM program will be a two year interdisciplinary program designed to teach learners how to assess, prepare for, mitigate, respond to and recover from traditional natural environmental disasters such as earthquakes, tsunamis, fires, floods and droughts and human-induced disasters such as pandemics and health risks, and new, emergent threats such as bio-chemical, nuclear and cyber-terrorism.  The four competency domains on which the program will concentrate are (1) emergency mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery and disaster management (2) leadership, teamwork, communication, inter-agency collaboration (3) analytical thinking, strategic planning, decision making, problem solving, conflict and crisis management and (4) research.  The 36 credit program will feature a blend of theory and practice. Because the program is designed for working professionals, learners will be able to pursue their studies while still continuing to work full-time. Learners will attend two three-week residencies, one each year. They will complete four online courses, a practicum, and a major research project. RRU hopes to hold its first MADEM program residency in April 2007.  For more information call 1-877-778-6227 to speak with an Enrolment Advisor."]
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