April 5, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH -- PROPOSING EMERGENCY MGMT. BACHELOR DEGREE:

Received note today from Dr. Paul Bott, Chair of the Professional Studies Department at California State University, Long Beach, that CSULB "is in process of program development and approval for a BS in Emergency Management.  The new BS program is designed to meet all NFPA 1600 components. We are also working with several CA community colleges for an articulated (2+2) program with them.  Our intent is to develop a program that is "portable" in that it can be packaged for offering at any community college or state university campus, and one that is largely accessible online.... and we are seeking a grant from the CA community college system to do the same at their level.  We hope to be completed with the bureaucratic process by December."  For additional information, Dr. Bott can be reached at: pabott@csulb.edu 
(2)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

AccuWeather.  "Threat of Major Hurricane Strike Grows for Northeast."

March 20, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://wwwa.accuweather.com/promo-ad.asp?dir=aw&page=nehurr
AIR Worldwide Corp.  Ten Years After Andrew:  What Should We Be Preparing For Now? (AIR Special Report, Technical Document HASR 0208).

August 2002, 9 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.air-worldwide.com/_public/NewsData/000258/Andrew_Plus_10.pdf
O'Driscoll, Patrick.  "Hurricane Prediction:  Busy, Again."  USA Today, April 5, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/printedition/news/20060405/a_hurricane05.art.htm
Lankarge, Vicki.  "Andrew Was Devastating But 1938 Hurricane Wrecked Havoc Over Hundreds of Miles."  Insure.com, August 29, 2002.  Accessed at:  http://info.insure.com/home/disaster/1938hurricane.html
Lankarge, Vicki.  "Top 10 Worst Places For An Extreme Hurricane To Strike."  Insure.com, August 29, 2002.  Accessed at:

http://info.insure.com/home/disaster/worsthurricane.html
Lisberg, Adam.  "A 'Cane Could Drown N.Y.C."  New York Daily News, September 8, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.nydailynews.com/front/v-pfriendly/story/344477p-294002c.html
Los Angeles Times.  "Before The Levees Break' (Editorial).  April 5, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/opinion/la-ed-flood05apr05,1,3169028.story?coll=la-news-comment 
Mandia, Scott A.  The Long Island Express - The Great Hurricane of 1938.

September 26, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www2.sunysuffolk.edu/mandias/38hurricane/index.html
PBS NewsHour.  "Restoring Louisiana Wetlands."  April 4, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/science/jan-june06/wetlands_4-3.html
South Florida Business Journal.  "RMS Predicts Florida Hurricane Insurance Losses to Rise 40%."  March 23, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://southflorida.bizjournals.com/southflorida/stories/2006/03/20/daily38.html 
Walters, Dan.  "Give Local Government's A Share Of California's Levee Liability."  Sacramento Bee, April 4, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.shns.com/shns/g_index2.cfm?action=detail&pk=WALTERS-04-04-06
[Excerpt:  "Everyone knows that it's risky to build large tracts of homes beside flood-prone rivers but developers and local governments, especially in the fast-growing Sacramento area, are continuing to do it with little regard for the potential consequences _ because financially and legally, they are protected from the consequences."]

(3)  FEMA:

CBS News.  "Ex-Honcho Blasts FEMA."  April 4, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2006/04/04/earlyshow/main1468890.shtml
[Interview with Jane Bullock, whose last FEMA position was as Chief of Staff for Director Witt.]

Lompoc Record (CA).  "A Tough Job No One Wants" (Editorial).  April 5, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.lompocrecord.com/articles/2006/04/05/opinions/040506b.txt
New York Times.  "No Hands On Deck" (Editorial).  April 5, 2006.

Accessed at:  http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/05/opinion/05wed3.html
Strohm, Chris.  "Vacancies At The Top Put FEMA's Funding In Jeopardy."

Government Executive, March 30, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=33723&dcn=e_hsw
[On the point of finding a new FEMA Director, Bruce Bartlett writes in today's Washington Times that:  "Oddly, the prospect of a job where one would have to take full responsibility for everything that goes wrong but have little power to actually run the agency seems unattractive to them."] 

(4)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Lipton, Eric.  "Report Sees Confusion Likely in a Sea Attack by Terrorists."  New York Times, April 4, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/04/us/nationalspecial3/04ports.html?_r=1&oref=slogin   
The DOJ report referenced: 

U.S. Department of Justice.  The Federal Bureau of Investigation's Efforts to Protect the Nation's Seaports (Audit Report 06-26).

Washington DC:  DOJ, Office of the Inspector General, Audit Division, March 2006, 104 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.usdoj.gov/oig/reports/FBI/a0626/final.pdf
Wald,  Mathew L.  "Responsibility for Defending Nuclear Plants Is Debated."  New York Times,  April 5, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/05/washington/05nuke.html
(5)  KATRINA:

Received a note from Thomas Lyons Carr III, who noted, concerning yesterday's Activity Report, that the FEMA Louisiana Katrina Hotwash report I noted yesterday was not the 21 pages I noted, but over 100, and that a copy is available on the internet (the copy I had was a 21 page partial copy, which I did not discover until reading the report last night).  In any event, have provided the reference and URL directly below.  I recommend reading this report -- far from your typical Federal Government report:

FEMA.  DHS/FEMA Initial Response Hotwash - Hurricane Katrina in Louisiana, DR-603-LA, Royal Sonesta Hotel, New Orleans, LA, December 13-14, 2005.  Washington, DC:  FEMA, February 13, 2006 (117 pages).

Accessed at:

http://72.14.203.104/search?q=cache:t8qTqeJ-mOoJ:mmrs.fema.gov/publicdocs/Ka 
Salmon, Jacqueline L.  "Counterparts Excoriate Red Cross Katrina Effort."  Washington Post, April 5, 2006.  Accessed at:http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/04/04/AR2006040401744_pf.html 
(6)  MONROE COMMUNITY COLLEGE, ROCHESTER NY -- HOMELAND SECURITY COURSES:

Received from the Project Assistant for review a description for the "Homeland Security" section of The College List, of the Monroe Community College initiative to offer homeland security courses through its Homeland Security Management Institute.  The classroom based courses include:

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Weapons of Mass Destruction Threat and Risk Assessment Enhanced WMD Threat and Risk Assessment Identify Theft

Forwarded description to Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website where it should be accessible shortly.  In the meantime, the point of contact is Sheila Manns, the Homeland Security Management Institute Secretary, who can be reached at:  smanns@monroecc.edu 
(7)  NEW EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT MAGAZINE:

Received a note from staff with "Government Technology Magazine" today indicating that they are coming out with a new publication, entitled "Emergency Management," and asking if copies could be provided for distribution at the EM HiEd Conference coming up in early June (yes).  For information on this new periodical go to:

http://www.govtech.net./em_management/
(8)  PREPAREDNESS:

From "DHS News Briefing:"  Former FEMA Official Says Lack Of

Preparedness Starts At Top With Chertoff.   Former FEMA official Morrie

Goodman appeared on MSNBC's Scarborough Country (4/4, Scarborough), where he was asked why the federal government was not yet ready for the upcoming hurricane season. Goodman said, "It starts at the very top and we have a secretary, the very top person in charge of the disasters in this country, who has no pedigree, he is a captain without a license.... I'm speaking about Secretary Chertoff, probably a wonderful lawyer, a wonderful judge, but he has no pedigree in emergency management. We don't have an emergency manager like James Lee Witt, who was as proactive as you could possibly be, who never asked permission to do anything, he charged ahead."  [Note:  Morrie Goodman was a political appointee and head of Public Affairs during most of Director Witt's tenure."

(9)  TERRORISM:  

Meyer, Josh.  "Chief 9/11 Architect Critical of Bin Laden - Mohammed Told U.S. Interrogators His Boss' Actions Nearly Derailed the Terrorist Mission."  Los Angeles Times, April 5, 2006.  Accessed at:http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-ksm5apr05,0,1052343.story?coll=la-home-headlines 
(10)  WAR ON TERROR:

Rhem, Kathleen T.  "Increasing Interagency Cooperation Vital in Global War on Terrorism."  Defense LINK News, April 5, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Apr2006/20060405_4722.html
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”

