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(1)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Lindlaw, Scott. "Complacency Making Officials Wary in S.F. - 100 Years After Big One, Citizens of Bay Area Indifferent to Peril."  Associated Press, April 16, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.azstarnet.com/news/124778
New York Times (Editorial).  "Dateline San Francisco, April 18, 1906."  April 18, 2006, Accessed at:  http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/18/opinion/18tue2.html
New York Times (Editorial).  "Houses of Straw."  April 14, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/14/opinion/14fri1.html  [About the rebuilding process in New Orleans.]

Russell, Gordon.  "Advisories To Raise Houses Also Raising Blood Pressure."  New Orleans Times-Picayune, April 14, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-5/1144994570105110.xml  [Excerpt:  "there's a well-documented loophole for New Orleanians who face the prospect of having to elevate their houses. Homeowners who bring pictures of their properties to the eighth floor of City Hall can argue to have their damage assessment reduced, and they're generally successful. If the damage figure goes below 50 percent, the homeowner can obtain a building permit and be grandfathered in at the current elevation."]

Stannard, Matthew B.  "The Great Quake:  1906-2006.  The Great Catastrophe of 2006."  San Francisco Chronicle, April 16, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2006/04/16/CMGVSHSB1S1.DTL
(2)  FEMA:  

Department of Homeland Security, Office of Inspector General.  "A Performance Review of FEMA's Disaster Management Activities in Response to Hurricane Katrina."  Washington, DC:  DHS IG Office of Inspections and Special Review, OIG-06-32, March 2006, 218 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.dhs.gov/interweb/assetlibrary/OIG_06-32_Mar06.pdf
Marino, Jonathan.  "FEMA Employees Laud Suggestions for Improved Disaster Response."  Government Executive Daily Briefing, April 17, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=33861&dcn=e_gvet  [Notes FEMA employee positive reaction to recommendations made in a recent DHS IG report (see note above) on FEMA's response to Katrina.  Also notes FEMA employee pessimism over current FEMA shape:  "'We're going into this hurricane season unprepared', said one FEMA employee, speaking under the condition of anonymity.’We're pretty much at the same place that we were last year'."]

(3)  ISSUES IN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- PETS:

Hill, John.  "Animal Rescuers To Demonstrate For Evacuation Inclusion."  Gannett News Service, April 17, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.shreveporttimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060417/NEWS01/604170321/1002/NEWS
New Orleans Times-Picayune (Editorial).  "Evacuating Fido."  April 18, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/editorials/index.ssf?/base/news-3/114534011267660.xml
Scott, Robert Travis.  "Get Animals Out of Town Too, Bill Suggests - Legislation Would Provide a Place For Pets During An Evacuation."  New Orleans Times-Picayune, April 18, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/capital/index.ssf?/base/news-3/114533977067660.xml
(4)  PANDEMIC:

Manning, Anita.  "In Pandemic Study, Health Workers Stay Home."  USA Today, April 17, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.usatoday.com/news/health/2006-04-17-work-pandemic_x.htm
(5)  PREPAREDNESS:

Lipton, Eric.  "State Seeks to Supplant Red Cross."  New York Times, April 18, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/18/us/nationalspecial/18alabama.html?_r=1&oref=slogin  [Excerpt:  "Frustrated with the performance of the American Red Cross, Alabama's governor has asked Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff for the federal aid necessary to let the state assume primary responsibility for operating its own emergency shelters in disasters."]

Milhollon, Michelle.  "State's Storm Readiness Evaluated - Chertoff in La. To Help Identify Problem Areas."  The Advocate (Baton Rouge), April 17, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/2650091.htm
[Excerpts:  "...the man ultimately responsible for the federal response to emergencies made it clear that he has little sympathy for hospitals and nursing homes that build in the flood plain and don't evacuate as a storm approaches....Blanco wants the federal government to help evacuate hospitals and nursing homes, to move people by train from New Orleans to Baton Rouge and to set up a 'mega shelter' for thousands of evacuees....However, Chertoff said nursing homes and hospitals that operate in a flood plain shoulder the responsibility for moving their patients to safety.  'It's not enough for nursing home and hospital owners to throw up their hands,' he said....The message emerging from the meetings is that the Bush administration considers it the responsibility of state and local governments to deal with disasters. The federal government, Chertoff said, is a responder of the last resort."] 

[BWB Historical Note:  In that it has elsewhere been noted that DHS officials have recently stated that it is a principle of emergency management that State and local governments are primarily responsible for disaster preparedness and response/emergency management, it is noted that in 1958 the Federal Civil Defense Act was amended to make civil defense a joint Federal and State/Local responsibility.  Until then the Federal position had been that disasters and civil defense preparedness were primarily State and local government responsibilities.  That position was incorporated into the Federal Civil Defense Act of 1950 and, as noted, changed in 1956.  The Federal Civil Defense Act was abolished circa 1994. Similar language was added to the Stafford Act:

SUBCHAPTER IV-B- EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

Declaration of Policy (42 U.S.C. §5195)

§601. The purpose of this subchapter is to provide a system of emergency preparedness for the protection of life and property in the United States from hazards and to vest responsibility for emergency preparedness jointly in the Federal government and the States and their political subdivisions. The Congress recognizes that the organizational structure established jointly by the Federal government and the States and their political subdivisions for emergency preparedness purposes can be effectively utilized to provide relief and assistance to people in areas of the United States struck by a hazard. The Federal Government shall provide necessary direction, coordination, and guidance, and shall provide necessary assistance, as authorized in this subchapter so that a comprehensive emergency preparedness system exists for all hazards.

The point is that since 1958, as a legal matter, civil defense and "emergency management" have been "joint" Federal and State/Local responsibilities, not primarily the responsibility of State and local governments.  Thanks to Bill Cummings of the Vacation Lane Group (and before that FEMA General Counsel's Office) for his input on this topic.

[If I recall correctly, the Homeland Security Act of 2002 does not address this federalism issue.]
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