April 13-14, 17, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Adams, Jane Meredith.  "In Bay Area, New Urgency To Readiness - Katrina Adds to Fears Fanned By centenary of San Francisco Quake."  April 17, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-0604170116apr17,1,5001383.story?coll=chi-newsnationworld-hed 
[Excerpt:  "A new study predicts that if an earthquake struck today in the same location and with the same intensity as the 1906 quake, it would leave 1,800 to 3,400 people dead, up to 225,000 homeless, and cause more than $150 billion in damage and economic disruption in the 19 counties of Northern California, an area with a population of 10 million."]

Booth, William.  "Repeat of Quake of 1906 Could Be Even More Deadly."

Washington Post, April 17, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/04/16/AR2006041600638.html?referrer=email&referrer=email 
(2)  FEMA/DHS:

Goodnough, Abby.  "Chertoff Pushes For More Hurricane Readiness."  New York Times, April 13, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/04/13/us/nationalspecial/13storm.html?_r=1&oref=slogin 
Marino, Jonathan.  "Ex-FEMA Director Withholds Endorsement of New Nominee."  Government Executive, April 12, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=33828&dcn=e_gvet
[Excerpt:  "The head of the Federal Emergency Management Agency under President Clinton said Wednesday he is concerned about the future of his former agency, which President Bush is seeking to place in the hands of R. David Paulison. Former FEMA Director James Lee Witt, who favors removing the agency from the Homeland Security Department and giving it a direct line to the White House, refused to say whether he supports Paulison's nomination to become the agency's permanent chief. Witt called Paulison, who has spoken in favor of keeping FEMA under DHS control, 'a really, really good guy'. 'He needs to be empowered,' Witt said. 'I still have concerns about whether he can [run FEMA] where FEMA is right now'."]

Strohm, Chris.  "Davis Joins Push To Restore FEMA's Independence."

Congress Daily, April 12, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=33832&dcn=e_gvet
[Excerpt:  "With less than 60 days before the start of the hurricane season, a dispute has erupted between senior House Republicans and powerful committee chairmen over whether the Federal Emergency Management Agency should be removed from the Homeland Security Department. House Government Reform Chairman Tom Davis, R-Va., said Wednesday he wanted FEMA removed from Homeland Security and under the president's direct control. "The response [to a disaster] has to be able to bring all the assets of the federal government together quickly," Davis told reporters at the 2006 Homeland and Global Security Summit in Washington, organized by Equity International. But leaders of the House Homeland Security Committee say such a move would cripple the agency and the government's ability to respond to disasters."] 

(3)  INTERNATIONAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT STUDENT ASSOCIATION -- IEMSA STUDENT SURVEY:

April 17, 2006 -- Received copy of 21 page survey instrument sent by Micheal Kemp, President of Region 12 of the International Association of Emergency Managers (representing emergency management students), to points of contacts with the six colleges/universities with emergency management IEMSA chapters.  The survey instrument seeks to solicit emergency management student information concerning their programs with a focus on issues the students would like reported at the June 6-8, 2006 Higher Education Conference here at EMI.  This on-line instrument can be accessed at:  http://www.ndsu.edu/gdc/Surveys/gdc666/welcome.htm  [NOTE: This survey is meant only for college students in "emergency management" programs.]

(4)  KATRINA:  

Associated Press.  "DHS Inspector's Report:  FEMA Deserved Criticism After Katrina."  April 14, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,191702,00.html
Hsu, Spencer S.  "Waste In Katrina Response Is Cited."  Washington Post, April 14, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/04/13/AR2006041302159.html?referrer=email&referrer=email 
(5)  OKLAHOMA STATE UNIVERSITY -- PROGRAM UPDATE:

April 12, 2006 -- While communicating with Dr. Anthony Brown about moderating the June EM&HS/D Conference Panel on Perspectives on Catastrophe Readiness and Response, Dr. Brown provided the following information on the Fire & Emergency Management Program at OSU:

Here are some of the recent developments related to our Master of Science in Fire & Emergency Management Administration (FEMA) graduate degree program that I discussed with you. 

**During the past year, we had 72 active students in the MS Fire & Emergency Management program. 

**This year our College and the OSU Vice President for Research created and provided start-up funds for the Center for the Study of Disasters and Extreme Events (CSDEE).  The Center is housed in the Department of Political Science.  Dr. David Neal is the Director.  Membership in the Center is multi-disciplinary including faculty from Sociology, Geography, Computer Science, Physics, and other related disciplines.

The Center's purpose is to promote funded and inter-disciplinary research into natural and man-made disasters.  During the past year, members of the Center and FEMA graduate students were engaged in research projects related to responses to Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans and the tsunami in India. 

**A proposal to implement a PhD degree in Fire & Emergency Management Administration was developed and submitted to the University for approval.  Projected implementation date is Fall 2007. 

**A proposal to establish an Option in Emergency Management (24 hours) for majors in the Bachelor of Science in Political Science was submitted to the University for approval.  Projected implementation date is Fall 2006. 

**A proposal to establish a Minor in Emergency Management (24 hours) for non-Political Science majors was submitted to the University for approval.  Projected implementation date is Fall 2006. 

**Several new courses were offered during the current academic or are scheduled for offering.  Most of these were developed to support the undergraduate Option and Minor in emergency management.  Others were developed to strengthen the emergency management focus of the graduate program.  The courses are (1) incident management and tactical operations (undergraduate), (2) aim and scope of emergency management (undergraduate), (3) terrorism and emergency management (undergraduate/graduate), (4) intergovernmental context of emergency management administration (undergraduate/graduate), (5) emergency management and public policy in the U.S. (graduate), and (6) populations at risk (graduate). 

For additional information, Dr. Brown can be reached at: tbrown@okstate.edu 
(6)  PANDEMIC:

Connolly, Ceci.  "U.S. Plan For Flu Pandemic Revealed - Multi-Agency Proposal Awaits Bush's Approval.  Washington Post, April 16, 2006.

Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/04/15/AR2006041500901.html?referrer=email&referrer=email  
(7)  PREPAREDNESS:

American Forces Press Service.  "Defense Agency [Defense Logistics Agency] Prepared for 2006 Hurricane Season Support."  Defense LINK News, April 17, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Apr2006/20060417_4839.html
Chertoff, Michael.  "Remarks as Prepared for Delivery by Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff at the National Hurricane Conference."  National Hurricane Conference, Orlando FL, April 12, 2006.

Accessed at: http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/interapp/speech/speech_0279.xml
(8)  TERRORISM AND WAR ON TERRORISM:

Bennhold, Katrin.  "In Europe's Terror Fight, The Rights Issue."

International Herald Tribune, April 14, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.iht.com/bin/print_ipub.php?file=/articles/2006/04/13/news/limits.php 
Hoagland, Jim.  "Terror Turf Wars - Bush's Secret Blueprint, Stalled By Infighting."  Washington Post, April 16, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/04/14/AR2006041401899.html 
Whitlock, Craig.  "Keeping Al-Qaeda in His Grip - Al-Zawahiri Presses Ideology, Deepens Rifts Among Islamic Radicals."  Washington Post, April 16, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/04/15/AR2006041501130.html?referrer=email&referrer=email 
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”

