April 12, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  FEMA:

Marino, Jonathan.  "Union Officials Criticize Bush's Choice for FEMA Director."  Government Executive Daily Briefing, April 11, 2006.

Accessed at: http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=33820&dcn=e_hsw
Martz, Michael.  "Moving FEMA Is Debated - White House Argues For Keeping Agency in Homeland Security."  Times-Dispatch (Richmond VA), April 12, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.timesdispatch.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=RTD%2FMGArticle%2FRTD_BasicArticle&c=MGArticle&cid=1137835310647&path=!news&s=1045855934842 
(2)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Associated Press.  "Homeland Security Readying Disaster Responders For Hurricane Season."  April 12, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.wstm.com/Global/story.asp?S=4759292&nav=2aKD:

WASHINGTON In the wake of the government's sluggish response to Hurricane Katrina last year, the Department of Homeland Security wants to streamline federal relief efforts this year. The Atlantic Hurricane season begins June First. Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff will be announcing the changes today at a hurricane conference in Orlando, Florida. Chief among the changes, the department is assigning federal disaster responders to 13 states. The idea is to have them standing by to deliver aid and supplies to victims quickly during an emergency.  Additionally, the Federal Emergency Management Agency will appoint top-level disaster officials to oversee the federal response in five regions where hurricanes are most likely to strike this year. The plan has its critics. State emergency managers fear that having top-level overseers will create another level of bureaucracy to deal with in the midst of a disaster. (The 13 states to have federal disaster coordinators are: Texas, Louisiana, Alabama, Mississippi, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, New Jersey and New York.)

Hudson, Audrey.  "Anti-Terror Grant To Probe Bingo Halls Criticized."

Washington Times, April 12, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtontimes.com/national/20060411-115930-6028r.htm
(3)  PANDEMIC:

From DHS Daily Brief:  "NIH Official Says Humans, Not Birds More Likely To Spread Flu. In an interview with USA Today (4/12, A11, 2.31M), Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases at the National Institutes of Health, said he is "less worried about a massive bird infection that then infects people in the United States, than...of an influenza coming over here on an airplane (carried by a human)." Fauci also told the paper that Americans "should have some degree of preparedness for any disaster that would interrupt the normal supply of things," such as "a few weeks worth of water, a few weeks worth of non-spoilable foods," and "a couple weeks' supply" of medication for those with chronic diseases. In the event of an outbreak in humans, Fauci said parents would be urged to keep their children out if school and adults would be urged to stay home from work if they become ill."

(4)  PREPAREDNESS:

Smith, Leef.  "Red Cross Outlines Changes to Improve Disaster Response."

Washington Post, April 12, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/04/11/AR2006041101394.html?referrer=email&referrer=email 
(5)  WESTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY -- OPEN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FACULTY POSITION:

Received request from Western Washington University to post the following faculty solicitation on the EM HiEd Project website -- EM Faculty Positions section:

"Planning, Environmental Policy, and Emergency Management, Department of Environmental Studies, Huxley College of the Environment, Western Washington University

The Department of Environmental Studies, Huxley College of the Environment, Western Washington University, seeks candidates at the assistant professor level for a full-time, tenure-track position beginning as soon as possible and no later than Winter Quarter 2007.

Applicants must have a Ph.D. or terminal degree by start date in Urban / Regional Planning, Hazards Planning, Emergency Management or related field, as well as relevant teaching experience. Professional experience in emergency management / hazards planning and AICP certification is preferred. Skills in GIS applications to hazards management are desirable. The successful candidate must be able to teach undergraduate courses in emergency management and planning, including principles, methods, communications, and organizational management. Additional courses, depending on the applicant's experience, include courses that support Huxley College's interdisciplinary program.  Applicants must demonstrate evidence of ability to establish a successful research program. The position involves advising graduate and undergraduate students in various fields of environmental studies.

For a full job description:

http://www.ac.wwu.edu/cgi-bin/~wwujobs/faculty. Additional information on WWU and on Huxley College may be found at: http://www.ac.wwu.edu/~huxley/.  

Interested candidates should provide a letter of application, Curriculum Vitae, evidence of teaching effectiveness, and letters from three references. To ensure full consideration, application material must be received by July 14, 2006.  WWU is an AA/EO employer. For disability accommodations call the Employee Services Manager at (360) 650-3371 (V), or (360) 650-7696 (TTY).

Write, email or fax to:



Beverly Cruea, Secretary

Hazards Planning Search Committee

Department of Environmental Studies, MS-9085 Huxley College of the Environment Western Washington University Bellingham, WA 98225-9085

Email: Beverly.Cruea@wwu.edu 
Fax: (360) 650-7702

B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM

Higher Education Project Manager

Emergency Management Institute

National Emergency Training Center

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Department of Homeland Security

16825 S. Seton, N-430

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

(301) 447-1262, voice

(301) 447-1598, fax

wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu
* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”

