April 10-11, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Millman, Barry.  "Hurricane Insurance Rates Beyond Control." Sun Herald (Tallahassee, FL), April 10, 2006.  Accessed at:
http://www.sunherald.com/NewsArchive4/041006/tp6de6.htm?date=041006&story=tp6de6.htm 
(2)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE-JUNE 6-8, 2006:

April 11, 2006 -- Talked with Daniel Kreske, a staff assistant to former Virginia Governor James Gilmore, III, who confirmed that Governor Gilmore will give a presentation on "The Ready-America Homeland Initiative" at 6:30-7:30 pm, Wednesday, June 7, 2006.

(3)  FEMA:

April 7, 2006 -- From "ABC World News Tonight" segment on new FEMA Director, including commentary by James Lee Witt and Michael Brown:

(4/7, story 6, 2:00, Vargas) reported, "And with the new hurricane season quickly approaching, some of the officials on the front lines of last year's worst storms met in New York to consider how prepared the country is this year.  Their sobering assessment is there are still fundamental problems that leave our cities at risk."  ABC's (Harris) added, "Seven months after Katrina -- two months before the new hurricane season -- and one day after David Paulison was nominated to be the new head of FEMA -- two men who once held that job said they would not have taken it this time."  James Lee Witt, former FEMA Director:

"If I had been Mr. Paulison, I would have said, 'You can take it and put it somewhere.'"  Harris:  "Former FEMA Director James Lee Witt is widely credited with rebuilding the agency in the 1990s.  He says Paulison, who was reportedly offered the job after seven others turned it down, will have trouble dealing with the next big storm because FEMA's under-funded, understaffed and overwhelmed by bureaucracy.  It's now part of the sprawling Department of Homeland Security."  

Witt:  "You know what they're making FEMA right now?  They're making them a logistics and check writing agency."  

Harris:  "Another former FEMA Director, the much maligned Michael Brown, blamed for failures during Katrina -- says unless FEMA is pulled out from under Homeland Security, David Paulison will be hobbled."  Brown: "The current structure of FEMA is not going to allow anyone to succeed."

Harris:  "All these months after Katrina, are we better prepared for catastrophe?"  Witt:  "No."  Harris:  "Why not?"  Witt:  "What's changed?"  Harris:  "David Paulison said today that a lot has changed -- they're hiring new people, buying new communications equipment and honing their emergency plans."  David Paulison, FEMA Director:  "Both of those men are colleagues of mine.  They have their opinion, I have mine.

I'm simply going to focus on what I have to do and not necessarily focus on the people shooting arrows."  Harris:  "He says FEMA's ready for the hurricane season, but most experts we spoke to today say FEMA's probably no better prepared now than it was before Katrina."

Tennessean (Editorial).  "FEMA's Next Boss Must Restore Agency's Strength -- Under Homeland Security, FEMA Has Lost Resources and Clout."

April 11, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.tennessean.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060411/OPINION01/604110324/1008 
Jordan, Lara Jakes.  "Update 1:  Chertoff:  Emergency Reforms Are On Track."  Associated Press, April 11, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.forbes.com/business/feeds/ap/2006/04/11/ap2662959.html
(4)  FLORIDA NATIONAL COLLEGE, HIALEAH:

April 10, 2006 -- Talked with Jack Stein, Department of Criminal Justice, who notes that his department is investigating the development of a Homeland Security program.  He and two other colleagues are planning on attending the June 6-8, 2006 EM & HS/D HiEd Conference.

(5)  GENDER AND DISASTER SOURCEBOOK:

April 11, 2006 -- Received today from Dr. Elaine Enarson, Applied Disaster and Emergency Studies Program, Brandon University, Manitoba, a CD ROM of a December 2005 Sampler of the Gender and Disaster Sourcebook -- "...an electronic compilation of international resources on the gender dimensions of disaster risk management designed for policy makers, practitioners and researchers."  It is accessible at:

http://www.gdnonline.org/sourcebook.htm
(6)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

The college textbook, "Introduction to Homeland Security" by Jane Bullock and George Haddow, has just recently been released in a 2nd "completely revised and updated" edition.  For information and ordering information, go to: http://www.processrequest.com/apps/display.asp?id=23715426,ZdaccfbciaCD&oid=UdhdeBH   
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
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.
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