September 6-8 FEMA EM Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  CATASTROPHES:

In response to my email of September 6th, seeking suggestions on the types of things those in the emergency management and homeland security higher education communities could be done to help get the country on a better "prepared for catastrophe" footing, quite a few people have responded -- sent excerpts from some of the responses out in an email yesterday over this list serve.

A number of individuals indicated that they would be willing to participate in a meeting/working/focus-group here on the general subject of Preparing for Catastrophe.  An immediate obstacle on our end is that the Emergency Management Higher Education Project has no funding remaining this fiscal year and cannot get additional funding until the new fiscal year.  Typically we do not receive budgets we can spend against here until the late December to late February timeframe.  Thus, if we wait until we have a budget and determine that there is funding to pay for a meeting here -- reimbursement for participant travel expenses -- it may be early January or later, perhaps much later.

Thus, would anyone be willing to travel here at their own expense for say a two-day "workshop" on "Preparing for Catastrophe" or on planning for the next EM HiEd Conference (to be devoted to Preparing for Catastrophe)?  If so, we would work to come up with the best date and provide free dorm rooms and a place to meet.  The target participant audience is faculty at colleges and universities that have some sort of hazard, disaster, emergency management, or homeland security program for students on their campus.  If so, let me know who you are and your recommendation on a target date to shoot for in scheduling a two-day meeting -- and we will try to make that happen.

(2)  KATRINA RELATED ARTICLES:

-- Arnold, Terrell C.  "FEMA Was A Victim Of Terrorism."  rense.com, September 6, 2005.  Accessed at:  http://www.rense.com/general67/femma.htm
-- Barrett, Devlin. "Sen. Clinton Charges Bush Has Weakened Disaster Agency."  Associated Press, September 6, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.newsday.com/news/local/wire/newyork/ny-bc-ny--fightingoverfema090
6sep06,0,6464147,print.story?coll=ny-region-apnewyork

-- Burris, Ken (FEMA Director of Operations).  "We Are Still Fully Engaged."

USA Today (Editorial/Opinion), September 7, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/editorials/2005-09-07-oppose_x.htm
-- Drinkard, Jim, et al.  "The Response and Responsibilities in a Disaster."

USA Today, September 7, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2005-09-07-katrina-responsibilities_x.ht
m?POE=NEWISVA 

-- Hoover, Nicholas.  "Homeland Security's CTO Says Katrina Was a 'Failure'

of Incident Response."  Information Week, September 7, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://informationweek.com/shared/printableArticle.jhtml?articleID=170701272
-- Knight, Sam.  "Katrina Timeline:  Who Knew What and When?"  The Times and The Sunday Times (London).  September 7, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,23889-1769493,00.html
-- Mullins, Brody.  "Finger-Pointing Storm Erupts in Congress."  Wall Street Journal, September 8, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://online.wsj.com/public/article/0,,SB112613990629234761-HknlYYc0SEdMh_5
k2icBmVWr7fE_20060908,00.html?mod=tff_main_tff_top 

-- Nagourney, Adam, and Carl Hulse.  "Democrats Step Up Criticism of White House."  The New York Times, September 8, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/09/08/national/nationalspecial/08democrats.html?

ei=5094&en=c0cf273fae6bd7fa&hp=&ex=1126238400&adxnnl=1&partner=homepage&adxn

nlx=1126192111-wWyLDMsdTIlC9I4JHh93wQ

-- USA Today Editorial.  "Exposed by Katrina, FEMA's Flaws Were Years in Making."  September 7, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/editorials/2005-09-07-our-view_x.htm
-- Whittell, Giles.  "Warnings Were Loud and Clear - But Still City Drowned."  The Times and The Sunday Times (London).  September 8, 2005.

Accessed at: 

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,23889-1770245,00.html
-- Williams, Bob.  "Blame Amid The Tragedy."  Wall Street Journal (Commentary), September 6, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://online.wsj.com/article_email/0,,SB112596602138332256-IVjf4NilaJ4nZupa
oGGa6uBm4,00.html
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