November 28-December 2, 2005 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  BOOKS:

Pasted in below are descriptions of two books which Claire Rubin has provided for inclusion in the Activity Report:

"Managing Change Through Post-Event Evaluations" is a textbook on emergency management and homeland security. It introduces students to the concepts of emergency and disaster management by looking at the history, definitions, and selected past events that impacted the policy and planning issues for future disaster events in the United States.

This book is a collection of works from various seminal thinkers, researchers as well as practitioners in the fields of emergency, crisis, and disaster management, and homeland security. It is recommended for both college students and to newcomers and practitioners. Although it shares a few common topics with the next reader (see below), this one specifically focuses on man-made disasters and terrorism. ISBN #:

0-536-94156-4. Topics included are: types of hazards/threats/disasters, understanding risk; terrorism; transportation-related targets; critical infrastructure incidents; cyber-and telecommunications security concerns; biological incidents; public, private, and non-profit organizations; planning for future disasters; and recovery from disaster.

"Catastrophic Event Prevention Planning" introduces students to the concepts of emergency and disaster management by using examples of major and catastrophic disaster scenarios, and measures to mitigate against and plan for them.  This book focuses on mainly natural disasters. It is intended to complement the first book, and would serve as a useful tool for both newcomers and practitioners of emergency, crisis, and disaster management, and homeland security. Again, selected works of seminal thinkers in the field are compiled and presented in a coherent format. ISBN #: 0-536-94155-6.  Topics included are: types of hazards/threats/disasters-understanding risk assessment/risk communication; risk management/risk mitigation; four phases of emergency management; evaluating mitigation alternatives using cost benefit analysis; governmental, private, and non-profit organizations, response and preparedness activities; disaster scenario exercises; and recovery from disaster."

The books may be ordered from Pearson Custom Publishing at 1-800-428-4466; the cost of each book is about $50.

(2)  COASTAL HAZARDS MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT

REVIEW:

November 29, 2005 -- Talked with lead course developer, Professor David Brower, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, concerning review comments on his draft course and setting a date to go over all review comments and deciding on a course of action to revise the course based on the analysis of review comments.  Decided on December 7 as the date for the review comments phone conference.  Asked the Project Assistant to contact several reviewers who have yet to provide review comments to remind them that December 2nd is the deadline for receipt of comments.

Still anticipate that this project will be completed by the end of January.

(3)  DISASTERS AS A GROWTH BUSINESS ARTICLES:

Dahlburg, John-Thor.  "This Story Cycle Just Getting Warmed Up."  Los Angeles Times, December 1, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/asection/la-na-hurricanes1dec01,1,7954387,print.story 

Eilperin, Juliet.  "World Leaders to Discuss Strategies for Climate Control - Bush Administration Shuns Conference On Strategies to Build on Kyoto Pact."  Washington Post, November 27, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/11/26/AR2005112600762_pf.html 

McCall, William.  "Power Grid's In Need of New Expansion Plan."  Seattle Times, Nov. 25, 2005. Accessed at:

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/cgi-in/PrintStory.pl?document_id=2002645311&zsection_id=2002111777&slug=powergrid25&date=20051125    

Merzer, Martin.  "Years of Intense Storms Likely."  Miami Herald, November 27, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/13263338.htm
Whoriskey, Peter.  "The Gathering Winds - A Rise in Deadly Storms Since

'95 Has Researchers Worried About the Future."  Washington Post, November 27, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/11/26/AR2005112600355_pf.html 

(4)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS, AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- BOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

November 29, 2005 -- Received for review from book developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, 2nd draft of chapter on "Disaster Policy and Management in an Era of Homeland Security" by Dr. Richard Sylves, University of Delaware, and 1st draft of chapter on Criminal Justice by Dr. Robert Louden, Georgian Court University, Lakewood, NJ.

December 1, 2005 -- Received for review 2nd draft of Chapter on "Comparative Politics and Disasters:  Assessing Substantive and Methodological Contribution," by Dr. McEntire, and 2nd draft of chapter on "Meteorological Disasters and Emergency Management," by Associate Professor Kent McGregor, Department of Geography, University of North Texas.

(5)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 6-8, 2006:

November 28, 2005 -- Talked with Beverly Bell, Policy Analyst, National Emergency Management Association, concerning NEMA taking the lead in the development of a breakout session, plenary presentation or panel, or both at the next conference on the topic of "Preparing for and Responding to Catastrophes -- Perspectives of State Offices of Emergency Management."  Also discussed NEMA involvement in the topic "The Role of the Military in Disasters and Catastrophes."

November 29, 2005 -- Talked with Beverly Bell on a different subject -- does NEMA have an official position on funding State Emergency Management Programs -- as in the Florida example of surcharges that put significant funding into building Florida's emergency management capabilities each year -- answer is no.  Still, thought it would be a very good idea if NEMA could arrange for someone from Florida State Emergency Management to discuss how the State was able to come up with this funding mechanism -- the only one like it in the country -- and one that goes a very long way toward explaining why Florida emergency management is ranked in the top tier of emergency management professionalism in the US.  Unless other states follow the Florida example, I fear that there will be a growing gap between Florida's emergency management capability and that of most other States.

November 28, December 2, 2005 -- Communicated with several academics on the advisability of designing a half or full day pre-conference workshop on how to design a "Preparing for Catastrophe" college course.  So far, the response has been very favorable.  If we do schedule a pre-conference workshop on Monday, June 5th, we will probable also schedule a plenary session to summarize workshop results, and also a 2-hour breakout session the afternoon of the last day of the conference in order to catch new thoughts that came to the fore during the conference and to allow for participation of those who could not make it to the workshop.  An additional suggestion was to attempt to do some significant groundwork on this topic between now and the conference through a sort of working group, or using email communications to sort through issues. Would hope to be able to come up with some sort of document that could be used to help professors develop their own course on Preparing for Catastrophe.  We are interested in any thoughts or recommendations.

(6)  FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON UNIVERSITY -- NATIONAL GUARD BUREAU GRANT:

November 30, 2005 -- Dr. Paulette Laubsch, while providing updated information on the three FDU certificate programs described in The College List -- Graduate Certificate in Emergency Management Administration; Disaster & Emergency Management Certificate; and Security & Terrorism Certificate -- notes that the National Guard Bureau has provided $1.5 million in funds to support the development of the twelve courses which support these certificates.  This strikes me as quite an accomplishment.  If others are wondering how this was arranged and can such arrangements be made for your college, I would suggest contacting Ronald E. Calissi, Director MAS & CPM Programs, Public Administration Institute, mas@fdu.edu, or Calissi@fdu.edu.

(7)  FEDERAL AUTHORITIES FOR DISASTER RESPONSE -- CSIS SUMMARY:

November 28, 2005 -- In preparation for a report for Congress on Issues raised by Hurricane Katrina and governmental response by the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), CSIS released a six-page summary of federal authorities for disaster response -- accessible at:

http://homeland.cq.com/hs/flatfiles/temporaryItems/20051128_csis.pdf
(8)  HOMELAND DEFENSE JOURNAL, VOL. 3, ISSUE 10, OCTOBER 2005 AVAILABLE:

November 30, 2005 -- Received October issue and recommend two items in

particular:

"H5N1: No Ordinary Flu," by Dan Verton

"DoD Prepares for Avian Flu," by Jim Garamone

[Note:  This is a sidebar, which contains material from an interview Dr. William Winkenwerder, Jr. Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs.  According to this article "The doctor said the National Institutes of Health has developed a vaccine for the H5N1 avian flu strain.  DoD currently has about 200,000 doses.  'As we speak, that vaccine is being mass produced.  By the end of this year we will have a few million doses of that vaccine,' he said. 'By the end of 2006 we will have tens of millions of doses of that vaccine'."]

"Voices:  Rich Davies, Executive Director, Western Disaster Center," by Linda Dickerhoof.

[Excerpt on Katrina:  "Davies blames the local and state officials because 'In New Orleans it was the responsibility of the city's disaster/emergency management organization to anticipate the 'worst case.' It is not their job to build or maintain the levees or the wetlands, but the consequences of a major hurricane were well understood.  The question to ask is: Why was the population at risk allowed to remain in their houses while the hurricane approached?  This was the primary failure, and everything after that just made matters worse.  There is a 'chain of command' as far as local/state/federal government response is concerned as well that, Davies said, the local leaders in New Orleans did not take advantage of....'If the mayor needed bus drivers and could not find them, he should have asked the governor.

If the governor could not provide drivers/transportation, she could have asked FEMA.  All this asking should have happened Thursday and Friday before the hurricane hit....'All the reported lack of funding to maintain the levees or rebuild the wetlands really has nothing to do with this failure of the local disaster/emergency managers.  They know what the worst case was and did not respond to it, so too many people died'."

"Homeland Defense Journal" is accessible on-line as well -- at:

http://www.homelanddefensejournal.com 

(9)  INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EMERGENCY MANAGERS "IAEM BULLETIN,"

DECEMBER 2005 ISSUE AVAILABLE:

December 1, 2005 -- Received email from IAEM noting that Vol. 22, No. 2, December 2005 electronic version is now available -- normally almost twice the size of the forthcoming printed version.  Accessible at:

http://www.iaem.com/publications/bulletin/documents/200512bulletinonline.pdf 

Particularly recommend: 

IAEM Announces Recommendations For Improved Emergency Response, pp. 3-4 How Can You Apply the Lessons Learned from Katrina Locally?, pp. 11&15, by Tessa Burns The Past, Present and Future II, p. 25, by Michael Kemp, Dr. Arthur Oyolo-Yemaiel, and Dr. Jennifer Wilson

(10)  JOHN JAY COLLEGE OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE -- EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FACULTY POSITION VACANCY:

November 30, 2005 -- Received from Dr. Norman Groner, Director of the Protection Management Program at John Jay College, for posting to the EM Faculty Positions section of the Project website, the following

announcement:

"John Jay College, the City University of New York. Tenure-track position in emergency management, Department of Public Management and the Graduate Program in Protection Management. John Jay College is seeking a faculty member to start in September 2006 to teach courses in emergency management, business continuity and/or risk management, as well as pursue related research. For the official job posting, please

see:

http://portal.cuny.edu/cms/id/cuny/documents/jobposting/014171.htm#P-11_0.  For FAQs related to the position, John Jay College, and the program, please see: http://web.jjay.cuny.edu/~prt_mgt/faculty_job_FAQs.htm."

Dr. Groner added in his note that "...this is a great opportunity to help build a growing and innovative urban-oriented EM program. This is more than just teaching; John Jay is pushing research and provides releases from teaching loads to faculty members with research grants." 

(11)  KATRINA-RELATED ARTICLES AND MATERIALS:

Carr, Martha.  "Experts Include Science in Rebuilding Equation [Katrina Recovery]."  New Orleans Times-Picayune, November 25, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-4/1132963342257070.xml 

Interfaith Alliance.  "Hill Briefing: Katrina Evacuees Victimized by Administration's Broken Promises, False Hope" (Press Release).  November 29, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.interfaithalliance.org/site/pp.asp?c=8dJIIWMCE&b=447561
Scott, Robert Travis.  "Dive in Blanco's Popularity Reflected in Post-Storm Poll [Katrina]."  New Orleans Times-Picayune, November 30, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/capital/index.ssf?/base/news-3/1133337666287360.xml 

(12)  PANDEMIC FLU ARTICLE:

Brown, David.  "Who's Flu Strike Force Plans for the Worst Case."

Washington Post, Nov. 28, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/11/27/AR2005112700586_pf.html 

(13)  ROCHESTER INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, NY -- HOMELAND SECURITY RELATED NEW CONCENTRATIONS:

December 1, 2005 -- Learned from staff at Rochester Institute of Technology (RIT), that RIT, in partnership with the Center for Advanced Defense Studies in Washington DC had developed three homeland security related concentrations within the RIT Masters of Science in Cross Disciplinary Professional Studies Program:

Counterterrorism

Weapons of Mass Destruction Threat Assessment and Defense Cyber security

All three graduate concentrations will be offered through the Center for Advanced Defense Studies in DC.  According to information provided us, these programs are "designed to address the national need for technical expertise in critical homeland security skill areas such as counterterrorism, intelligence analysis, biological- chemical- and

radiological- weapons (WMD) threat assessment and defense, and computer network security.  The Project Assistant is in the process of drafting a program description for posting to the Homeland Security section of the College List on the Project website.  

(14)  SIXTEENTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON DISASTER MANAGEMENT, JUNE 18-21,

2006 -- EDUCATIONAL CAMPUS:

November 29, 2005 -- Received email from Adrian Gordon, Executive Director of the Canadian Centre for Emergency Preparedness, asking us to pass along a note to the effect that at the next WCDM, there will be an educational "campus" in the Trade Show area, the purpose of which "will be to provide educational institutions that offer disaster management programs with the opportunity to take a booth and/or display information on their programs at a reduced cost."  For information, Adrian Gordon can be reached at:  agordon@ccep.ca.  Information on the World Conference on Disaster Management can be found at:  http://www.wcdm.org.

(15)  ST. JOHN'S UNIVERSITY, NEW YORK CITY -- INVESTIGATING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATE PROGRAM:

November 28, 2005 -- Participated in conference call with several administrators and faculty at St. John's University in New York City (campuses in five NYC Boroughs, with 20,000 students).  On the conference call were:

Gerard A. McEnerney, Director of the Manhattan Campus of St. John's; Kathleen Voute MacDonald, Dean of the College of Professional Studies; Nancy McGeveran, Assistant Dean of the College of Professional Development; Frank Brady, Chair of the Department of Mass Communication, Journalism, and Film Bob Barone, Assistant Dean of Support 

As noted, St. John's has begun an investigation into the development of an emergency management program.  Thus far, the general feeling in this group is for a program aimed at traditional undergraduate student's who are wondering what they want to do as a profession.  The thinking thus far is to first develop a small number of courses, say in the range of 2-4, think about the development of a certificate for these courses, and then, based on how this testing of the waters goes, develop a more robust program, including, perhaps, a degree.  Sought to answer a broad range of questions on kinds of support the EM HiEd Project can or cannot offer, job market opportunities, the design of certificate programs, distance learning as a mechanism and other questions.  For additional information the originator of the conference call was Gerard McEnerney, and he can be reached at:  mcenerng@stjohns.edu

(16)  TERRORISM:

Thanks to Steve Detweiler for bringing the following to my attention:

Drees, Caroline.  "Govt Lacks Ways To Gauge Wins Against Terrorism."

Reuters, Nov. 28, 2005. Accessed at:

http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20051128/pl_nm/security_usa_dc_1&printer=1;_ylt=AnH1erNMRrdPG9oYgHIRUb4b.3QA;_ylu=X3oDMTA3MXN1bHE0BHNlYwN0bWE- 

Esman, Abigail.  "While America Has Been Looking Elsewhere, The War on Terror Has Rapidly Been Shifting Its Direction."  Jewish World Review, November 21, 2005. Accessed at:

http://jewishworldreview.com/1105/esman_2005_11_21.php3
(17)  WESTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, MACOMB -- PROPOSING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT BACHELORS DEGREE:

November 29, 2005 -- Received update from Dr. Nancy Parsons, Professor, Department of Health Sciences at Western Illinois University on the development of a proposal, as well as a draft copy, to develop an Emergency Management Major at WIU -- the first in Illinois. Dr. Parsons noted that this proposal "has now passed the college curriculum committee and will meet with the Council on Curricular Programs and Instruction on December 8 (Faculty Senate will review it on January 24)."  If all goes well, as anticipated, then the proposal goes to the Illinois Board of Higher Education early Summer 2006.  For additional information, Dr. Parsons can be reached at:  NP-Parsons@wiu.edu. 

(18)  WESTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY -- TEACHING POSITION ANNOUNCEMENT:

November 30, 2005 -- Received request from Sarah Miller at Western Washington University to run the following announcement in this week's activity report:

"Western Washington University is seeking an adjunct faculty member to teach an online course on the psychological impacts of disaster as part of its emergency management certificate program. Applicants must hold a Master's degree in psychology or a closely related field, with a Ph.D.

being preferred. Additional information can be obtained by contacting Ariel Cleasby-Heaven at Ariel.Cleasby-Heaven@wwu.edu.  A generic job announcement is also listed on the Higher Ed project website under EM Faculty Positions at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/downloads/edu/WesternWashingtonUniversity.doc.” 
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