May 23-27, 2005 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  COASTAL HAZARDS MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

May 24, 2005 -- Received for review were the latest drafts of Sessions 33-34, "State Policy I & II," by Anna K. Schwab, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

May 26, 2005 -- Received for review Session 25, "Presentations of Midterm Papers and Class Discussion," by Anna Schwab.

(2)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

May 23, 2005 -- Received for review draft of "Engineering Contribution to the Field of Emergency Management," by Ana Maria Cruz, University of North Texas.

May 25, 2005 -- Received for review draft of "The Contributions of Management Theory and Practice to Emergency Management," by Dr. John Pine, Louisiana State University.

(3)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT BODY OF KNOWLEDGE PROJECT:

May 23, 2005 -- Received from Daryl Spiewak, immediate past president of the International Association of Emergency Managers, the results of his survey of emergency managers on their take on the top 50 reading list comprising the core of an emergency management body of knowledge.  The results of this survey will be presented at the EM HiEd Conference in two weeks, and posted to the Project website - Body of Knowledge section.

(4)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 7-9, 2005, EMMITSBURG, MD:

May 23, 2005 -- Received fifteen-page PowerPoint slide presentation on "Why Revolutionary Change is Needed in Emergency Management," by Dr. Richard Sylves, University of Delaware, which he will deliver during the "Evolution or Revolution Needed in U.S. Emergency Management" plenary panel, Wednesday, June 8th.  After the conference, will have this presentation posted to the Conference Proceedings and to the "Articles, Papers, and Presentations" section of the Project website.

May 23, 2005 -- Also received from Dr. Sylves a three-page paper and associated Power Points on the EM HiEd Project "Body of Knowledge Project."  Will post to the Conference Proceedings, as well as to a to-be-developed section on the Project homepage entitled "EM & HS Bodies of Knowledge."

May 23, 2005 -- Received replies to request in last week's activity report for volunteer breakout session moderators/facilitators -- Carolyn Teich from the American Association of Community Colleges (Homeland Security Core Competencies and Curriculum), and Craig Campbell of St. Edward's University (Distance Learning.  Also added Dr. Stan Supinski of NORTHCOM as a presenter during the Homeland Security Core Competencies and Curriculum breakout session.  Decided to take on the remaining session myself (EM and Homeland Security Body of Knowledge breakout session), in partnership with Patrick Newman of the USCG.

May 23, 2005 -- Received from Dr. William Waugh, Jr., Georgia State University, a copy of the paper on "The Future of Homeland Security" which he will deliver during the "Future of Emergency Management and Homeland Security plenary panel, Wednesday morning.

May 23, 2005 -- Received 9-page paper and Power Point slide presentation on "Bringing Practitioners Into The Fold:  Practical Suggestions for Successfully Bridging the Divide Between Students and Practitioners," by Carol Cwiak of North Dakota State University -- scheduled for delivery during the "Emergency Management Higher Education Initiatives & Reports I" Breakout Session, June 7th.

May 23, 2005 -- Received 22-page conference paper from Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, entitled "What's In A Name?  An Epistemological Evaluation of Disaster Policies and Recommendations For Their Theoretical Integration and Application."  This paper supports Dr. McEntire's remarks during the "What Should We Call What We Do? Plenary session, Thursday, June 9th.

May 24, 2005 -- Received two-pager on "Ready Campus:  A Model for Campus-Community Collaboration," to be delivered during the Tuesday afternoon breakout session on "Emergency Management-Related Higher Education Program Initiatives and Reports II," as well as three-page paper on "Campus Ready," by panel member Judith Warchal.

May 25, 2005 -- Received Dr. Stan Supinski's Power Point presentation on NORTHCOM and the Homeland Security/Defense Education Consortium to be presented during the "Homeland Security & Defense" Breakout Session Tuesday afternoon, June 7th.

May 26, 2005 -- Received from Glen Woodbury, Naval Postgraduate School's Center for Homeland Defense and Security, a five-page paper for delivery during the "What Do We Call What We Do? Plenary panel on June 9, entitled "The Inter-Relationships of Homeland Security and Emergency Management -- A Discussion Paper."

May 26, 2005 -- RECEIVED NOTE FROM ADMISSIONS OFFICE THAT EVERYONE WHO HAS A TUESDAY THROUGH FRIDAY DORM ROOM CAN NOW BE GIVEN A ROOM FOR MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY.  

The Admissions Office will AUTOMATICALLY change the room assignments for those scheduled to receive a Tuesday dorm room to a Monday arrival.  Staff will be seeking to contact all who have Tuesday dorm rooms.  Those not wishing to take advantage of the Monday dorm room will need to contact Barbara Johnson (301-447-1452) to let us know (otherwise Security and Housing will be expecting a Monday arrival).  This opens the possibility those who have rental cars but who would rather catch the 7:00 Monday, June 6 van/bus free transport from Baltimore/Washington International Airport (BWI) to EMI can now make those arrangements -- by calling the Transportation Office at (301) 447-1113 (to get on the van or bus one MUST be on a list the driver will have).

May 27, 2005 -- Received from Stacy Willett, Emergency Management Assistant Professor, University of Akron, handout material to support her "Disasters in Films (and Emergency Management Implications)" presentation, and her Distance Learning Breakout Session presentation.

May 27, 2005 -- Received six-page Power Point slide presentation on "Designing Education Opportunities for the Emergency Manager of the 21st Century," by Dr Neil Britton (New Zealand/Japan) and John Lindsay (Canada) to be delivered during the International Disaster Management Breakout Session.  Also received from John Lindsay a Power Point presentation and handout on "Canadian Higher Education Programs in Emergency Management," to be delivered during the IDM Session.

May 27, 2005 -- Receive 45-page Power Point slide presentation from Dr. Todd Stewart, Ohio State University, for his panel presentation during the "Homeland Security and Defense Breakout Session" Tuesday afternoon.

May 27, 2005 -- Admissions Office notes that they have processed 193 admissions to the HiEd Conference, with 4 others in the process.

(5)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION SLIDE PRESENTATION:

May 25, 2005 -- Having made several modifications and having added several new slides to the EM HiEd Slide Presentation on the Project website -- extending the presentation from 80 to 104 slides -- forwarded the revised presentation to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website to replace the previous draft -- should be accessible shortly.

(6)  EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS RESOURCE INVENTORY TOOL FOR LOCAL, REGIONAL AND STATE PLANNERS:

May 23, 2005 -- The Department of Health and Human Services announces release of new web-based tool designed to assist local, regional and state planners assemble "customized inventories of health care and emergency resources."  In releasing this tool, the Healthcare Research and Quality Agency within HHS, stated that the Emergency Preparedness Resource Inventory will allow communities "to assess their regional supply of critical resources, prepare for incident response, estimate gaps, and support future resource investment decisions."  To access this tool, go to:  http://www.ahrq.gov/research/epri/
(7)  HAZARDS MAPPING AND MODELING -- UPPER DIVISION/GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

May 23, 2005 -- Received for review 2nd draft of Session 1, "Introduction to and Evolution of Hazard Mapping and Modeling," 2nd draft of Session 2, "Technology Developments in Hazard Mapping and Modeling," and 1st draft of Session 8, "Communicating Risk," by Dr. Ute Dymon, Professor of Geography, Kent State University., and Dr. Nancy Winter.  

(8)  HAZUS INSTRUCTORS WANTED NOTICE:

May 26, 2005 -- Received notice, pasted in below, from John Ingargiola of the FEMA Mitigation Division:

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is seeking course instructors for a suite of existing and upcoming 3 to 5 consecutive day introductory thru advanced courses who can provide instruction in their GIS-based HAZUS-Multihazards (HAZUS-MH) application.  Courses that are currently part of the HAZUS education program are posted at http://www.fema.gov/hazus/hz_training.shtm. 

Courses are presented at the Emergency Management Institute in Emmitsburg, Maryland as well as at various locations throughout the nation.   

HAZUS-MH, is a nationally applicable standardized methodology and software program that contains models for estimating potential losses from earthquakes, floods, and hurricane winds. HAZUS-MH was developed by FEMA under contract with the National Institute of Building Sciences (NIBS). NIBS maintains committees of wind, flood, earthquake and software experts to provide technical oversight and guidance to HAZUS-MH development. Loss estimates produced by HAZUS-MH are based on current scientific and engineering knowledge of the effects of hurricane winds, floods, and earthquakes. Estimating losses is essential to decision-making at all levels of government, providing a basis for developing mitigation plans and policies, emergency preparedness, and response and recovery planning. 

HAZUS-MH uses state-of-the-art geographic information system (GIS) software to map and display hazard data and the results of damage and economic loss estimates for buildings and infrastructure. It also allows users to estimate the impacts of hurricane winds, floods, and earthquakes on populations.  FEMA anticipates approximately 20,000 users in a variety of government, private sector, and not-for-profit organizations by 2008. You can see some of the recent uses of HAZUS in our Annual Progress and Utilization Report for Fiscal Year 2004 at http://www.fema.gov/hazus/hz_new.shtm#eqtrain. Additional information about HAZUS-MH can be obtained at http://www.fema.gov/hazus .   

To be considered for selection as a HAZUS-MH course instructor you are encouraged to attend a course, review our instructor guides and let us know of your interest. You may also seek to participate in and successfully complete the FEMA Private Sector Initiative (PSI) certification process for the hazard(s) that you wish to teach.  Information about the PSI and the certification process can be found at http://www.fema.gov/hazus/hz_psi.shtm.

If you are interested in becoming a HAZUS-MH course instructor, please contact Lillian Virgil at Lillian.Virgil@dhs.gov or John Ingargiola at John.Ingargiola@dhs.gov .

(9)  LONG ISLAND UNIVERSITY -- APPROVAL RECEIVED TO IMPLEMENT ADVANCED CERTIFICATE IN HOMELAND SECURITY MANAGEMENT:

May 26, 2005 -- Talked with Dr. Vincent Henry, Associate Professor and Director, Homeland Security Management Institute at Long Island University, who noted that LIU has just recently received approval from the New York State Educational Department to implement a five-course, 15-credit, graduate-level "Advanced Certificate in Homeland Security Management," which will go into operation this coming Fall Semester, 2005.  If successful, LIU plans to also develop a Masters Degree in Homeland Security Management for the Fall Semester 2006.  The Project Assistant is working with Dr. Henry gathering information for a program description to be posted to the Homeland Security section of The College List on the Project website.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. Henry can be reached at:  vincent.henry@liu.edu

(10)  LOS ANGELES EARTHQUAKE (FUTURE WORST CASE -- 18,000 DEAD, $250 BILLION IN ECONOMIC LOSSES):

May 26, 2005 -- Read articles in the "Los Angles Times" (Big Fault Under LA Could Be Devastating), "Associated Press" (Study:  Quake On LA Fault Would Be Calamity), "Insurance Journal" (Los Angeles Area Quake Could Result In 7,600 Dead, Major Property Damage), "Los Angeles Daily News" (Worst Quake Ever), "Glendale News-Press & Leader" (Fault Has Big-Quake Aptitude) -- all on recent release of a computer modeling study of the consequences of a 7.5 magnitude earthquake on the Puente Hills fault under Los Angeles.  According to the LA Times story,

"The Puente Hills fault...is about 25 miles long and 15 miles wide, snaking from the northern edge of Orange County to Beverly Hills at a depth of two to four miles below the surface.  The fault lies at one of the convergence areas where the Pacific tectonic plate is sliding under the North American plate....Last year, geologist James Dolan of the USC reported that four major earthquakes with magnitudes between 7.2 and 7.5 have occurred on the fault over the last 11,000 years....A magnitude 7.5 quake on the fault would unleash about 15 times as much energy as the magnitude 6.7 Northridge quake of 1994...[and unlike the Northridge earthquake which shunted] most of the energy northward, away from the city...Energy from the Puente Hills fault...would be focused toward the urban core of the city...most of the damage...would occur among concrete block and brick buildings for commercial and industrial uses, particularly those that were built before 1975, when building codes were substantially upgraded to protect against earthquakes."

(11)  OLD DOMINION UNIVERSITY, VA -- DEVELOPING GRADUATE HOMELAND SECURITY CERTIFICATE PROGRAM:

May 27, 2005 -- Talked with Dr. Oktay Baysal, Professor and Dean of the Frank Batten College of Engineering and Technology at Old Dominion, after learning from Stan Supinski at NORTHCOM that ODU had proposed a Graduate Homeland Security Certificate Program.  This program would require four courses for 12 credit hours and aimed at mid-level managers in the public, private, and military sectors.  The two required core courses would be:

Risk Analysis

Disaster Management

Among the selections for the two electives would be:

Geographic Information Systems

Remote Sensing and Image Processing

Information Systems and Network Security Information Technology Assurance Services

Dr. Baysal is planning for a Fall Semester, 2005 roll-out of this new certificate program.  The Project Assistant is in the process of drafting a description for upload to The College List on the Project website.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. Baysal can be reached at:  obaysal@odu.edu

(12)  QUARANTINE EXECUTIVE ORDER:

May 24, 2005 -- Learned of an April 1st, 2005 Executive Order signed by President Bush to amend E.O. 13295 "Relating to Certain Influenza and Quarantinable Communicable Diseases," which authorizes the federal government to impose a quarantine in response to an outbreak due to "influenza caused by novel or reemergent influenza viruses that are causing, or have the potential to cause, a pandemic."  For further information, and a copy of the Executive Order, go to:  http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dq/qa_influenza_amendment_to_eo_13295.htm
(13)  TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE STATION -- INSTITUTING CERTIFICATE IN HOMELAND SECURITY:

May 27, 2005 -- Talked with Dr. David McIntyre, George Bush School of Government & Public Service at Texas A&M, concerning the initiation of a graduate and undergraduate Homeland Security Certificate Program, to officially begin Fall Semester, 2005 -- though several courses have been and are being offered now. The purpose of this new program is "to prepare the next generation of national, state, community and business leaders who need to understand the new homeland security environment as part of their management and supervisory duties."  According to Dr. McIntyre, "This program is not an extension of previously available material, but an integrated program designed from the bottom up to educate future leaders in the strategic imperatives of homeland security..."  This will be a distance learning program, though several courses are available in a classroom context.  Courses to be included in the Homeland Security Certificate are:

Homeland Security Fundamentals (required) Modern Terrorism WMD Response and Recovery Critical Infrastructure and Homeland Security Government and Homeland Security Business and Homeland Security Individual Directed Studies (required)

Possible courses to be developed are:

Public Health and Homeland Security

Agro Terrorism and Homeland Security

Senior Leadership and Homeland Security

Homeland Defense

Cyber Security

The Project Assistant will soon be drafting a program description for posting to the Homeland Security section of The College List on the Project website.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. McIntyre can be reached at:  McIntyredh@tamu.edu

(14)  THOMAS EDISON STATE COLLEGE -- DEVELOPING NEW HOMELAND SECURITY GRADUATE CERTIFICATE:

May 26, 2005 -- Talked with Dean Judith Krom, Thomas Edison State College (has distance learning based Emergency Management Associate and Bachelor Degree programs), who notes that TESC is developing a Masters program as well -- a Graduate Certificate in Homeland Security -- scheduled for Fall Semester 2005 roll-out.  If all goes well with the certificate, TESC will then seek to develop a Homeland Security Focus Area within the Master of Science in Management Degree, and perhaps even a Masters in something like "Public Safety Services."  Will be working with Dean Krom to develop a description of the soon to be implemented Homeland Security Certificate.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dean Krom can be reached at:  jkrom@tesc.edu

(15)  UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH -- PROPOSAL TO DEVELOP GRADUATE CIVIL SECURITY AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT MINOR:

May 25, 2005 -- Talked with Dr. Louise Comfort, Graduate Department Public Administration, Graduate School of Public and International Affairs, and learned that this past April the Graduate School of Public and International Affairs approved the institutionalization of an interdisciplinary graduate Minor (Concentration) in Civil Security and Disaster Management.  This Minor would be available to all students in the five Graduate School of Public and International Affairs programs -- Masters of Public Administration, Masters of Public Administration and International Affairs, Masters of International Development, Masters of Public Policy and Management, and the Doctoral Program.  The minor will consist of three courses taught by existing faculty:  

Managing Threats, Emergencies and Disasters Civil Society, Security, Liberty and Authority Early Warning and Contemporary Threats

The next and last step in the approval process is for the proposal to be approved by the Provost, which is anticipated.  Plans are to begin the new concentration this-coming Fall Semester with the offering of the course "Managing Emergencies and Disasters," to be taught by Dr. Comfort.  Dr. Comfort views the approval of the Minor as a preliminary step toward the development of an Interdisciplinary Masters Degree in Civil Security and Disaster Management.  The Project Assistant is working on the development of a description of this new program for posting to The College List on the Project website.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. Comfort can be reached at:  lkc@pitt.edu
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