March 21-23, 2005 FEMA EM Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  CASE STUDIES IN RISK AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

March 22, 2005 -- Received for review from textbook developer, George Haddow of Haddow & Bullock LLC, 2nd draft of Chapter 3, "Mitigation."

(2)  COASTAL HAZARDS MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

March 22, 2005 -- Reviewed 2nd draft of Session 9, "Geologic Hazards," by Katherine Eschelbach, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, provided review comments to lead course developer, Professor David Brower, UNC-Chapel Hill, and forwarded to EMI Webmaster to upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- to replace the 1st draft.  Should be accessible shortly.

(3)  DELGADO COMMUNITY COLLEGE, NEW ORLEANS, LA -- HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATE APPROVED:

March 21, 2005 -- Talked with Patrick L. Cote, Director of Public Services at Delgado, who reports that the proposal to develop a 33 credit hour Homeland Security and Emergency Management Certificate Program has been approved and the new program will start this summer.  Mr. Cote noted that he is teaching this semester one of the courses to be offered in the new certificate -- an Introduction to Homeland Security course, which is going well.  He notes that the class is a mixture of fire service, private sector and traditional students.  Once the HS & EM Certificate is established the next step will be the development of a Homeland Security and Emergency Management Associate Degree.  There is a description of the Delgado initiative in the "Programs Being Proposed/Developed" section of The College List on the Project website.  For additional information, Patrick Cote can be reached at:  pcote@dcc.edu.

(4)  DISASTER RESPONSE OPERATIONS AND MANAGEMENT -- UPPER DIVISION COLLEGE COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

March 22, 2005 -- Reviewed 1st draft of Session 43, "Preparing for Response Operations and Management," provided review comments to course developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, and forwarded session to EMI Webmaster for upload to Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection.  From Scope:

"In this session, the professor discusses what disaster preparedness implies and highlights its importance for effective response operations.  After discussing how emergency management ordinances serve as the foundation for emergency management, the session focuses on the need for and steps to complete hazard and vulnerability assessments, emergency operations planning, resource acquisition, mutual aid agreements, and training, exercises and public education programs.  The goal of this session is to help students understand that effective response operations largely result from pre-disaster preparatory measures."

Dr. McEntire notes that he is about half-way through the "Technological Disasters" session and should have it in for review shortly.

(5)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS, AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

March 22, 2005 -- Reviewed draft chapter on "Environmental Management and Disasters:  Contributions of the Discipline to the Profession and Practice of Emergency Management," by Dr. John Labadie, Senior Environmental Analyst, Seattle Public Utilities; provided review comments to textbook developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas; and forwarded chapter to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses and Textbooks section -- where it should be accessible shortly.  From the chapter's abstract:

"This chapter explores the contributions that environmental management can make to the theory and practice of emergency management. It first examines environmental management as a distinct field of practice and draws parallels in the diversity of academic backgrounds and routes of entry common to both fields. A brief history of the environmental movement in the US is followed by a discussion of the concept of “disaster” in the context of environmental management and emergency management, and an acknowledgement of the significance of environmental degradation as a contributing factor in disaster effects. The chapter notes the domestic and international regulatory imperative that embeds emergency management solidly in the practice of environmental management, and it concludes by identifying areas where environmental management and emergency management can and should interact more positively for mutual benefit and support."

(6)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 7-9, 2005, EMMITSBURG, MD:

March 21-23, 2005 -- Worked on pulling topics from the Conference Topics document into a first draft (though still incomplete) conference agenda -- first of next week will seek review comments and coordinate with those identified on the agenda.

March 23, 2005 -- Admissions Office tally is that 57 applications have been approved.

(7)  FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

March 22, 2005 -- Reviewed 2nd draft of Session 10, "Water Quality," by Dr. Susan Bolton, provided review comments to lead course developer, Bob Freitag, University of Washington, and forwarded session to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- to replace the first draft.  Should be accessible shortly.

(8)  HAZARDS MAPPING AND MODELING -- UPPER DIVISION/GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

March 23, 2005 -- Reviewed 1st draft Session 13, "Introduction to Mapping," by Dr. Michael Leitner, Department of Geography and Anthropology, Louisiana State University; provided review comments to lead course developer, Dr. John Pine, LSU; and forwarded session to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where it should be accessible shortly.  From Session Scope statement:

"The oldest known map – the remnants of a clay tablet map dating to about 2,200 B.C. – was discovered in northern Mesopotamia.  Ever since this discovery humans have effectively used maps for recording and communicating information about their environment.  Maps are part of our daily lives, whether we use them as navigation tools in our cars or to present and analyze the outcomes of election results.

At the beginning of class, the instructor will ask students about their daily use of maps (for traveling, hiking, fishing, etc.) and if they would use maps in their professional lives (as surveyor, cartographer, GIS expert, emergency planner, etc.).  The instructor will then ask students from the latter group to explain in more detail what type of maps and how they would use them in their profession.

Finally, the instructor will tell students that this section will provide an introduction into cartography and mapping as it relates to disaster management.  This topic is important, because maps are important input data sources and output products for the analyses, modeling and visualization using Geographic Information System (GIS).  The overall goal of this module is to

•
increase student’s appreciation for maps;

•
make them aware of how to critically evaluate the information presented in maps; 

•
teach them how to produce maps that follow accepted design principles in order to effectively communicate the map content to the map reader."

(9)  PHILADELPHIA UNIVERSITY:

March 21, 2005 -- Receive note from Associate Professor and Interim Dean, Matt Dane Baker, School of Science and Health at Philadelphia University on progress being made in the development of a Disaster Medicine and Management Masters Degree Program:

"We have just received the OK from the University to continue with our proposals and feasibility studies on a Master of Science in Disaster Medicine and Management. We anticipate that if all goes as planned this could start in Fall 2006.  As it has been proposed so far, the program would be a 36-credit, 12-course curriculum that can be completed in one to three years depending on the course load taken by the student. The courses will be offered in four 12-week semesters per year. Ten courses will be offered entirely via the distance-learning format using the BlackBoard platform with variety of modalities such as on-line PowerPoint lectures with audio, asynchronous discussion boards, synchronous chat rooms, reading assignments, research papers, on-line journals, and on-line testing. Students will be required to attend one five-day on-campus summer seminar that will include the live lectures, hands-on skills labs, laboratory sessions, role-playing seminars and a table-top exercise for two of the courses. Students will then be given additional time to complete the course readings and requirements and will be able to submit their papers and take their final examination on-line for these courses.  We would also offer a nine-credit certificate option. The proposed courses are listed below but may change as we seek more consultation."

Principles of Disaster Medicine and Management                                                    

Hazardous Materials & Industrial Safety

Natural Disasters

Weapons of Mass Destruction          

Principles of Terrorism

Environmental Impact Assessment (includes on-campus experience)          

Psychological Aspects of Disasters

Counseling in Traumatic Stress (includes on-campus experience) Public Health Implications of Disasters Disaster Emergency Planning Applied Research Methods & Statistics Capstone Experience:  Options: (1) Master’s Writing or Research Project, (2) Internship (3) International Experience

TOTAL CREDITS 36

"We will be partnering with an academic medical center with extensive experience in disaster medicine and WMD. This is an exciting project for us here as we envision a wide range of synergistic opportunities at the University to work with our engineering school, business school, architecture school, environmental scientists, health professionals, psychologists and our DOD funded Laboratory for Engineered Human Performance." 

(10)  ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE, FL -- EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT POSITION OPEN:

March 22, 2005 -- Receive note from Roger Melchior at St. Pete noting that the school is advertising on its website for a fulltime faculty member in emergency management -- might require on-line teaching.  Position requires a Masters Degree in Emergency Management or related field.  Website address is:  http://www.spcollege.edu/Central/HR/jobs.htm#ADJ -- for additional information, Roger Melchior can be reached at Melchior.Roger@spcollege.edu
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