March 14-15 Y 17, 2005 FEMA EM Higher Education Project Activity Report 

(1)  CASE STUDIES IN CRISIS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

March 14-15, 2005 -- Reviewed Chapter 3, "Mitigation," provided review comments to textbook developer, George Haddow, and forwarded chapter to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses and Textbooks section -- where it should be accessible shortly.  From the Chapter Introduction:

"The discipline of mitigation provides the means for reducing the impacts of disaster events.  Mitigation is defined as a sustained action to reduce or eliminate risk to people and property from hazards and their effects. 

The function of mitigation differs from the other emergency management disciplines because it looks at long-term solutions to reducing risk as opposed to preparedness for hazards, the immediate response to a hazard or the short-term recovery from a hazard event.  Mitigation is usually not considered part of the emergency phase of a disaster as in response, or as part of emergency planning as in preparedness.  

The recovery function of emergency management still represents one of the best opportunities for mitigation, and until recently, this phase in a disaster provided the most substantial funding for mitigation activities.  In recent years, there has been a trend to greater Federal spending on pre-disaster mitigation first in Project Impact and the establishment of the Pre-Disaster Mitigation Program. 

There is another difference that sets mitigation apart from the other disciplines of emergency management. Implementing mitigation programs and activities requires the participation and support of a broad spectrum of players outside of the traditional emergency management circle.  Mitigation involves, among others, land use planners, construction and building officials, both public and private, business owners, insurance companies, community leaders and politicians."

(2)  COASTAL HAZARDS MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

March 14, 2005 -- Reviewed 3rd draft of Session 8, "Meteorological Hazards," by Katherine Eschelbach, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, provided review comments to lead course developer Professor David Brower, also of UNC-Chapel Hill, and forwarded session to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection, to replace the earlier draft.  Should be accessible shortly.

(3)  DISASTER RESPONSE OPERATIONS AND MANAGEMENT -- UPPER DIVISION COLLEGE COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

March 16, 2005 -- Reviewed Session 25, "Responding to Natural Disasters," provided review comments to course developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, and forwarded draft session to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where it should be accessible shortly.  From session Scope statement:

"The purpose of this session is to illustrate the unique response challenges created by natural disasters.  The professor initiates the session by exposing students to the complexity of natural disaster agents in relation to associated and secondary hazards.  After introducing the requirements for the student presentation assignment, an actual disaster case is covered and discussed.  Once sufficient time is given for student presentation preparation, each student presents his/her findings in subsequent sessions."

(4)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

March 16, 2005 -- Reviewed draft chapter on "A Psychological; Perspective of Disasters," by Dr. Margaret Gibbs, and Kim Montagnino, and provided review comments to the textbook lead developer and editor, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas.  Forwarded the chapter to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses and Textbooks -- where it should be accessible shortly.  Abstract pasted in below:

"Psychological research has shown that disasters can cause serious mental health consequences for victims.  These consequences take the form of Post traumatic Stress Disorder, and a variety of other disorders and symptoms which have been less investigated.  The more stress, defined in a variety of ways, within the disaster, the more likely there are to be emotional consequences.  Vulnerability factors within the victim operate in complex ways, but seem related to the extent of stress experienced by the victim and the available resources, broadly defined, with which to deal with it. The mental health profession has developed a variety of strategies with which to ameliorate the effect of disaster.  Although recent research on single session debriefing has produced disappointing results, many techniques and therapies have been validated as successful interventions for disaster victims."  

(5)  FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

March 14, 2005 -- Received for review from lead course developer, Robert Freitag, University of Washington, 4th draft of Session 8, "Introduction to Ecological Principles and Ecoregions," and 2nd drafts of Session 9, "Stream and River Ecology," and Session 10, "Water Quality," by Dr. Susan Bolton.  

Reviewed Sessions 8 and 9 and provided review comments to Bob Freitag.  Forwarded both sessions to EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- to replace earlier drafts.  Should be accessible shortly.

(6)  HAZARD MAPPING AND MODELING -- UPPER DIVISION/GRADUATE COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

March 16, 2005 -- Received for review 2nd draft of Session 3, "Modeling Dispersion of Chemical Hazards Using ALOHA," by Dr. Erno Sajo, Department of Physics and Astronomy, Louisiana State University.

(7)  UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS, EMERGENCY ADMINISTRATION AND PLANNING FACULTY VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT:

March 14, 2005 -- Received from Dr. David McEntire, Director of the Emergency Administration and Planning Program at UNT, a request to note a faculty position opening in this program -- pasted in below:

"The Department of Public Administration invites applications for an anticipated tenure-track position in the undergraduate Emergency Administration and Planning (EADP) program.  The tenure-track appointment, subject to budget approval, is at the assistant professor level and begins September 1, 2005. (Both entry-level and those holding a tenure-track position are encouraged to apply.) Prospective candidates from any disaster-related discipline are encouraged to apply, but the successful candidate must have research interests and professional qualifications in emergency management. Primary teaching responsibility is in the department=s undergraduate EADP program, although the successful candidate may also occasionally teach a graduate course in the emergency administration specialization in the department=s Master of Public Administration and PhD programs. Preference will be given to candidates with research and teaching interests in one or more of the following areas: computer applications in emergency management, hazard mitigation, disaster preparedness, and terrorism and homeland security. Candidates must hold an earned doctorate at the time the appointment begins.

To ensure full consideration, candidates should submit a letter of application, vita, and the names of at least three references. Review of completed files begins April 15 but applications will be accepted until the position is filled.  Applications should be mailed to EADP Faculty Search Committee, Department of Public Administration, P.O. Box 310617, Denton, TX 76203-0617.  Information about the EADP program may be obtained at www.unt.edu/eadp/.

The University of North Texas, located in the Dallas-Fort Worth area, has 32,000 students.  In addition to the BS, MPA, and PhD degree programs, the Department of Public Administration sponsors the Center for Public Management with professional staff who provide continuing education opportunities to public managers, particularly in the fields of emergency management and public finance. The EADP program is the nation’s premier undergraduate degree in the field, and the MPA program is ranked 10th nationally in the area of city management in US News & World Reports= most recent ranking. UNT is an affirmative action and equal opportunity employer; applications from women and ethnic minorities are especially encouraged."

(8)  VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY, TN -- DEVELOPING PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT-RELATED MASTERS DEGREE:

March 16, 2005 -- Talked with Dr. Stephen Guillot, Director of the National Center for Emergency Preparedness, School of Medicine at Vanderbilt, who is seeking to develop a public health emergency management-related Masters program at Vanderbilt, in collaboration with one or more European universities.  Put Dr. Guillot in touch with the Project Assistant to get a description of this initiative drafted for upload to the "Programs Being Investigated/Proposed" section of The College List on the Project website.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. Guillot can be reached at:  stephen.guillot@vanderbilt.edu.

(9)  VINCENNES UNIVERSITY, IN -- APPROVAL GRANTED TO IMPLEMENT HOMELAND SECURITY AND PUBLIC SAFETY BS:

March 14, 2005 -- Received note from Dr. Daniel L. Burgei, Dean, Business and Public Service at Vincennes, to the effect that approval has been received to implement a Bachelor of Science Degree in Homeland Security and Public Safety the Fall Semester of 2005.  This new program will build on the current Associate Degree in Emergency Management and Planning that is offered at Vincennes.  We are working with Vincennes to draft a description of this new program for posting to the Homeland Security section of The College List.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dean Burgei can be reached at:  Dburgei@vinu.edu.

(10)  WAYNE COMMUNITY COLLEGE, GOLDSBORO NC -- DEVELOPS EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS TECHNOLOGY AAS DEGREE:

March 16, 2005 -- Learned that Wayne Community College in NC has recently developed and implemented an Associate in Applied Science Degree in Emergency Preparedness Technology.  The curriculum is meant to "provide students with a foundation of technical and professional knowledge needed for emergency services delivery at the local and state government agency level."  Some of the WCC courses are:

Sociology of Disaster

EMS Incident Management

Disaster Response and Operations Management Terrorism & Emergency Management Emergency Operations Center Management Hazardous Materials Operations Emergency Management Critical Incident Management

More information can be obtained from the description of this program which has been forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- The College List -- Associate Degrees in Emergency Management section.  In the meantime, additional information can be obtained from Barbara Russo at brr@waynecc.edu
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