June 6-10, 2005 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, EMI, EMMITSBURG, MD AND NEST YEAR'S CONFERENCE:

June 2-9, 2005 -- Held the largest ever Emergency Management Higher Education Conference with about 200 in attendance from over 100 U.S.

Colleges and Universities in 39 States and 6 foreign Colleges and Universities.  Was a very busy and well received conference.  Amongst things we are thinking about for next year's conference:

Changing the name from Emergency Management Higher Education Conference to Emergency Management and Homeland Security Higher Education Conference.

Creating a plenary panel debate on the question as to what extent the world has changed as a result of 9-11 and what it represents.

Adding a session, if not conference track, on public health related hazard/disaster/emergency management/homeland security topics.

(2)  INDIANA UNIVERSITY, KOKOMO, INDIANA:

June 9, 2005 -- Learned from Fred Hakes, Director of Continuing Studies at Indiana University Kokomo, while at the EM HiEd Conference, that the proposal to implement a Homeland Security and Emergency Management Certificate program has been approved and scheduled for implementation this coming Fall Semester 2005.  Amongst the courses that will be offered:

Principles and Practices in Homeland Security Foundations of Homeland Security Terrorism and Public Policy Introduction to Emergency Management Public Administration and Emergency Management

The Project Assistant will be drafting a description of this new program for upload to the "Programs Being Proposed/Investigated" section of The College List on the Project website.  Until that time, for additional information, Fred Hakes can be reached at:  fhakes@iuk.edu

(3)  TERRORISM AND DISASTER:  NEW THREATS, NEW IDEAS:

June 6, 2005 -- Read "Terrorism and Disaster" some months ago but did not have the time to pull any notes into an activity report.  Published in 2003 by Elsevier and edited by Lee Clarke, Department of Sociology, Rutgers University.

who writes in his Introduction, in reference to the creation of the Department of Homeland Security in response to 9.11 that "the chief response to all the intelligence failures has been to create a monster bureaucracy with unprecedented powers to infringe on people's civil liberties" (p.2). 

In a similar vein, Clarke, on page 4, writes that "One of the things we all want to know is whether we're safer now than on September 10, 2001.  As a group, our authors are pessimistic that we are.  They don't think that actions now being taken by those who claim to protect us will do much good....The new empire of fear colors nearly everything."

The other chapters are:

"A Civil Defense Against Terror" by Orlando Rodriguez, Department of Sociology, Fordham, University.

"Empire of Fear:  Imagined Community and The September 11 Attacks' by Ann Larabee, Department of American Thought and Language, Michigan State University.

"Disaster Beliefs and Institutional Interests:  Recycling Disaster Myths in the Aftermath of 9-11" by Kathleen Tierney, Department of Sociology and Natural Hazards Center, University of Colorado at Boulder.

"The Fox and The Hedgehog:  Myopia About Homeland Security in U.S. Policies on Terrorism" by James Mitchell, Department of Geography, Rutgers University.

"Terrorism as Disaster:  Selected Commonalities and Long-Term Recovery for

9-11 Survivors" by Brent Marshall, Department of Sociology, University of Central Florida; Steven Picou, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University of South Alabama; and Duane Gill, Social Science Research Center, Mississippi State University.

"Reconsidering Convergence and Converger Legitimacy in Response to the World Trade Center Disaster" by James Kendra, Department of Public Administration, University of North Texas, and Tricia Wachtendorf, Disaster Research Center, University of Delaware.

"Conceptualizing Responses to Extreme Events:  The Problem of Panic and Failing Gracefully" by Lee Clarke.

(4)  "UNNATURAL DISASTERS" EDITORIAL - SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY SUN:

June 4, 2005 -- In the "Will We Never Learn" -- some quotes from the editorial on the recent Laguna Beach landslide:

"Land-use policies or lack thereof, in San Bernardino County [and many other places] have led to frightening results.  Just as the terrible landslide in Bluebird Canyon in Laguna Beach last week woke people up to the walls crashing down around them, the possibility of failing slopes needs to wake people up all across Southern California....Land owners, developers, engineers and politicians all need to take note.  Land-use policy here has been a disaster.  Someone needs to take responsibility for allowing homes to be built in obvious hazard areas at a huge risk to both lives and property.

Even as local hillsides erode, pouring mud and silt into neighbor's yards, still more homes are slated to go up in problem areas.  Builders keep on taking chances as cities and counties stand by, watching it happen....What will it take for someone to stand up and say no, this isn't going to be allowed to happen anymore?  That the million-dollar view isn't worth the risk?"

Have to disagree with the part about builders who keep on taking risks -- really not much risk at all to developers and builders -- their risk is only during the short period of time that the property is being developed and sold.  As soon as sold, the risk transfers to someone else.  The risk to politicians is also usually short -- just to within the time-frame they hold their positions.
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