December 12-15, 2005 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  CASE STUDIES IN CRISIS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- BOOK DEVELOPMENT

PROJECT:

December 14, 2005 -- Received for review, from book developer, George Haddow, George Washington University, 1st draft of Chapter 9, "International Disaster Management."

(2)  CATASTROPHE AND DISASTER PREPAREDNESS-RELATED Articles AND

MATERIAL:

Insurance Journal.  "California Catastrophe Coalition Formed."  December 13, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.insurancejournal.com/news/west/2005/12/13/62950.htm
[BWB Note:  National Co-Chairs James Lee Witt and James M. Loy, former DHS Deputy Secretary announced formation of this "chapter" on national movement -- for more info on "Protecting America" initiative, go to:

http://www.protectingamerica.org/ ]

Zubeck, Pam.  "Consultant Advises Emergency Officials on Common Mistakes."  Colorado Springs Gazette, December 14, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.gazette.com/display.php?id=1312896&secid=2
(3)  CHEMICAL PLANT SECURITY AND PREPAREDNESS LEGISLATION-RELATED

ARTICLE:

Marks, Alexandra.  "A Push For Safer Chemical Sites."  Christian Science Monitor, Dec. 13, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.csmonitor.com/2005/1213/p01s03-uspo.htm
(4)  CLIMATE CHANGE RELATED ARTICLE:

Eilperin, Juliet.  "U.S. Won't Join in Binding Climate Talks."

Washington Post, Dec. 11, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/12/10/AR2005121001405.html 
(5)  DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY REGIONAL OFFICES LEGISLATION-RELATED ARTICLE BY EX-DHS SECRETARY RIDGE:

Ridge, Tom.  "Measuring Homeland Security."  Washington Times, December 13, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.washtimes.com/functions/print.php?StoryID=20051212-094443-494
0r

(6)  DISASTER COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEMS ARTICLE:

Martinez, Michael.  "Traditional Communications Systems Reliable in Disasters, Panelists Say."  Government Executive Magazine, December 12, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=32997&printerfriendlyVers=1& 
[Note:  The agenda for the National Conference on Emergency Communications conference, which this article is based on, and contact information, can be found at:

http://www.gwu.edu/~newsctr/pressrelease.cfm?event_id=6800]

(7)  DISASTER MANAGEMENT AND RESPONSE: CAPACITY BUILDING FOR DEVELOPING COUNTRY INSTITUTIONS -- REPORT:

Fagen, Patricia Weiss, and Susan Forbes Martin.  Disaster Management and

Response:  Capacity Building for Developing Institutions.  Washington,

DC:  Institute for the Study of International Migration, Georgetown University, 12 pages, November 8, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.georgetown.edu/sfs/programs/isim/Publications/GrantReports/Disaster%20Management%20and%20Response.pdf 
[BWB Note:  While the title notes that the focus is on developing countries, it is nonetheless worthwhile reading in considering US emergency management programs post Katrina -- argues for the development of broad disaster management programs "instead of narrowly focusing on disaster response."  Notes that failures to form relationships prior to disaster go a very long way toward explaining many of the disasters looked at in this study.  Recommends that universities develop and hold training programs for government officials -- excellent advise here as well as abroad.]

(8)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS, AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- BOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

December 13, 2005 -- Received for review from lead book developer, Dr.

David McEntire, University of North Texas, 

-- 3rd draft of chapter on "U.S. Disaster Policy and Management in an Era of Homeland Security," by Dr. Richard Sylves, Department of Political Science and International Relations, University of Delaware; and 

-- 1st draft of chapter on "Geography's Contributions to Understanding Hazards and Disasters," by Dr. James Kendra, Emergency Administration and Planning Program, University of North Texas.

(9)  FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT REVIEW

COMMENTS:

December 12, 2005 -- Received last of the review comments on this completed draft course.  Review comments time-frame now closed.

Communicated with lead course developer, Robert Freitag, University of Washington, on the review comments.

December 14, 2005 -- Communicated with Bob Freitag on the reviews of the draft course and the response of his course development team to the review comments.  I agreed to his group's proposals for modifications to be made to the course for the production of a final product in the near future.

(10)  HOMELAND SECURITY RELATED ARTICLE:

Washington Examiner (Editorial).  "Homeland Security:  Nearly Worthless."  December 14, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.dcexaminer.com/articles/2005/12/13/opinion/editorial/77edit14homelandsecurity.txt 
(11)  HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON HURRICANE KATRINA -- GOVERNOR BLANCO AND MAYOR NAGIN HEARING, DECEMBER 14, 2005:

Curtius, Mary.  "Hurricane Response Is Defended - Louisiana's Governor Answers Her Critics in Capitol Hill Testimony."  Los Angeles Times, December 15, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-katrina15dec15,0,584492,print.story?coll=la-home-nation 
Dao, James.  "Lawmakers Question Louisiana Governor On Storm Response and Preparation."  New York Times, December 15, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/12/15/national/nationalspecial/15katrina.html?adxnnl=0&adxnnlx=1134659294-BhbSzNxjvTR9rODS4JljdA&pagewanted=print 
Easton, Nina J.  "LA. Officials Criticized at House Hearing - GOP Legislators Say Residents Weren't Evacuated In Time [Katrina]."  Boston Globe, December 15, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.boston.com/news/nation/washington/articles/2005/12/15/la_officials_criticized_at_house_hearing?mode=PF 
Levine, Samantha.  "Louisiana Officials Grilled By House Katrina Inquiry

- Governor Blames Failures on Corps of Engineers."  Houston Chronicle, December 15, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.chron.com/cs/CDA/printstory.mpl/nation/3525798
Shields, Gerard.  "Blanco Defends La. Response On Capitol Hill - Governor, N.O. Mayor Bristle at Criticism, Fire Back."  Baton Rouge Advocate, December 15, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.2theadvocate.com/cgi-bin/printme.pl
Stone, Andrea.  "Louisiana Governor, Republicans Spar Over Katrina Response."  USA Today, December 15, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/news/washington/2005-12-14-katrina-response_x.htm 
Walsh, Bill.  "Katrina Panel Subpoenas Rumsfeld - Pentagon Says It Lost Document Request."  New Orleans Times-Picayune, December 15, 2005.

Accessed at:

http://www.nola.com/printer/printer.ssf?/base/news-4/113463335331310.xml
Walsh, Bill.  "Panelists Assail Gaps in Evacuation." New Orleans Times-Picayune, December 15, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.nola.com/printer/printer.ssf?/base/news-4/113463306731310.xml
(12)  HURRICANE PAM AND HURRICANE KATRINA PRE-EVENT "LESSONS LEARNED"

EIIP VIRTUAL FORUM TRANSCRIPT AVAILABLE:

December 15, 2005 -- A transcript of the December 14, 2005 EIIP Virtual Forum Presentation by Madhu Beriwal, President and CEO of Innovative Emergency Management, Inc., which had the contract to design and manage the series of "Hurricane Pam" scenario-based "exercises" for federal, state and local personnel -- transcript available at:

http://www.emforum.org/vforum/lc051214.htm
(13)  INDIANA STATE UNIVERSITY -- CERTIFICATE IN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- FEASIBILITY SURVEY INSTRUMENTS:

December 15, 2005 -- Received from Dr. Anne L. Drabczyk, Department of Health, Safety, and Environmental Health Sciences at Indiana State University, copies of two feasibility survey instruments developed there to determine interest in the development of an Emergency Management Certificate program -- one is for the ISU community and the other is for external stakeholder-type organizations.  Both will be posted to the "Needs Assessment Tools" section of the EM HiEd Project website.

(14)  INTRODUCTION TO EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT -- REVIEW PROCESS:

Pursuant to the note in last week's activity report, seeking reviewers for this draft textbook, put together by a team led my Dr. Michael Lindell, Texas A&M University, starting receiving and responding to requests for review copies.

(15)  KATRINA/RITA/WILMA AND POST-KATRINA RELATED ARTICLES RECOMMENDED FOR READING:

Alford, Jeremy.  "Offers for Assistance, Volunteers Ignored After Katrina."  Houma Courier (LA), December 11, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.houmatoday.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20051211/NEWS/512110315/1026/ARCHIVES14 
Alpert, Bruce.  "Demos Slam FEMA Medical Response."  New Orleans Times-Picayune, December 10, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/washington/index.ssf?/base/news-1/113419987486760.xml 
Bass, Frank.  "House Democrat Calls on SBA Head to Quit."  Associated Press, December 14, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/S/SBA_RESIGNATION?SITE=NYUTI&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT 
Boodhoo, Niala.  "Lessons Learned From the Hurricanes."  Miami Herald, December 12, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/business/special_packages/business_monday/13373811.htm 
Burdeau, Cain.  "Report Slams Medical Response To Katrina."  Associated Press, December 9, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/wire/sns-ap-katrina-medical-response,1,5055756,print.story?coll=sns-ap-nation-headlines 
Dodd, Scott.  "Angry and Frustrated, Mayors Attack FEMA."  Charlotte Observer [NC], December 10, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.charlotte.com/mld/charlotte/news/breaking_news/13375385.htm
Duncan, Jeff.  "Don't Use Dome as a Refuge, State Says."  New Orleans Times-Picayune, December 9, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-4/1134113330319820.xml 
[Note:  Fairly extensive (for a newspaper) 7-page article.]

Gorman, Siobhan.  "A Very Risky Business -- Q&A with Secretary of Homeland Security Michael Chertoff."  Baltimore Sun, December 11, 2005.

Accessed at:

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/ideas/bal-id.qampa11dec11,1,4564748.story?coll=bal-ideas-headlines 
Hsu, Spencer S.  "FEMA Official Criticizes Trailer Plan for Evacuees."

Washington Post, December 9, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/12/08/AR2005120802177.html 
Khanna, Roma, Lise Olsen, and Anita Hassan.  "Elderly Were Left With Weak Safety Net - Chronicle Study Shows No Plan At Some Nursing Homes, Problems Unsolved At Others,"  Houston Chronicle, December 10, 2005.

Accessed at:

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/special/05/katrina/3516805.html
Oneal, Michael.  "Still In Harm's Way - Three Months After Hurricane Katrina Devastated New Orleans, City, State and Federal Agencies Have Been Unable to Come Up With A Plan To Protect The City From A Similar Storm."  Chicago Tribune, December 15, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-0512150214dec15,1,5039501,print.story?coll=chi-newsnationworld-hed&ctrack=1&cset=true   
Reuters.  "Bush Says Appalled By Response to Hurricane Katrina."

December 13, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/N12313971.htm
Root, Jay.  "The Forgotten Hurricane [Rita]."  Ft. Worth Star Telegram, December 11, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.dfw.com/mld/dfw/news/13383410.htm?template=contentModules/printstory.jsp 
Russell, Gordon.  "Rising From The Tide - Grand Forks, N.D. is a Small Town, But its Devastating 1997 Flood Posed Many of the Same Challenges We Face - And Prompted Solutions."  New Orleans Times-Picayune, December 11, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.nola.com/search/index.ssf?/base/news-4/113428733476920.xml?nola 
Sappenfield, Mark.  "Battle Brews Over A Bigger Military Role."

Christian Science Monitor, December 13, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.csmonitor.com/2005/1213/p03s03-usmi.html
Shields, Gerard.  "American Red Cross Criticized For Hurricane Response; President Resigns."  Baton Rouge Advocate, December 14, 2005. Accessed

at: http://2theadvocate.com/stories/121405/new_redcross001.shtml
Scott, Robert Travis.  "Politics Delayed Troops Dispatch to N.O."  New Orleans Times-Picayune December 11, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.nola.com/search/index.ssf?/base/news-3/1134323401121060.xml?nola 
Strom, Stephanie.  "President of Red Cross Resigns; Board Woes, Not Katrina, Cited."  New York Times, December 14, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/12/14/politics/14redcross.html
Tanner, Robert.  "For States, Katrina Erasing Distinctions Between Emergency Preparedness, Homeland Security."  San Diego Union Tribune, December 8, 2005. Accessed at: 

http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/nation/20051208-1225-states-katrinaslessons.html 
Wodele, Greta.  "FEMA Officials:  Military Delayed Superdome Evacuation."  CongressDaily, December 8, 2005. Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=32983&dcn=todaysnews
(16)  NATIONAL PLAN REVIEW -- ODP/DHS:

December 15, 2005 -- Was asked today by an EM HiEd Activity Report reader if I was aware of the National Plan Review initiative, which I was, but don't recall if a note was put into this activity report, so here is the URL to the November 23, 2005 DHS Preparedness Directorate Information Bulletin on "Nationwide Plan Review."

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/odp/docs/info197.pdf
(17)  NORTHEASTERN STATE UNIVERSITY, OK -- IMPLEMENTS HOMELAND SECURITY OPTION, CRIMINAL JUSTICE BS DEGREE:

December 13, 2005 -- Received note from Charles Dreveskracht, Criminal Justice & Legal Studies Department, Northeastern State University, Tahlequah OK, stating that this past Summer, the Oklahoma Board of Regents approve the addition of a Homeland Security Option for the Criminal Justice & Legal Studies Program's Bachelors of Science Degree in Criminal Justice, as well as a Homeland Security Minor.  The program was implemented this Fall Semester, 2005.  The Homeland Security Option requires 39 hours, with 27 coming from a Homeland Security Core, and 12 from Electives.  The Homeland Security Core consists of:

-- Introduction to Criminal Justice

-- Criminal Law I

-- Evidence

-- American Court System

-- Terrorism

-- Introduction to Homeland Security

-- Emergency and Disaster Planning

-- Disaster Response Operations and Management

-- Senior Seminar in Homeland Security

Amongst the Electives are courses on:

-- Disaster Response and Recovery

-- Emergency Management Skills

-- Social Dimensions of Disaster

-- Community Management of Hazardous Materials

-- Legal Aspects of Terrorism and Disaster Response

The Homeland Security Minor requires 18 hours -- 6 (Intro to CJ, Intro to HS), and 12 elective hours.

The Project Assistant will be drafting a description of this new program for posting to the Homeland Security section of The College List on the EM HiEd Project Homepage -- which should be available soon.  In the meantime, for additional information, Charles Dreveskracht can be reached at:  dreveskr@nsuok.edu -- and a URL is http://arapaho.nsuok.edu/~dreveskr
(18)  SENATE HOMELAND SECURITY & GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, DEC. 8,

2005 FEMA FCO TESTIMONY:

-- Carwile, William L.  "William L. Carwile, Former Federal Coordinating Officer, FEMA Joint Field Office, Biloxi Mississippi, Hurricanes Katrina & Rita:  Testimony before the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee on Hurricane Katrina: Perspectives of FEMA's Operations Professionals, December 8, 2005.  Accessed at: 

http://hsgac.senate.gov/_files/120805Carwile.pdf
-- Parr, Philip E..  "Philip E. Parr, Federal Coordinating Officer, [FEMA Joint Field Office, Austin, Texas]Hurricanes Katrina & Rita:

Testimony before the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee on Hurricane Katrina: Perspectives of FEMA's Operations Professionals, December 8, 2005. Accessed at:

http://hsgac.senate.gov/_files/120805Parr.pdf
-- Wells, Scott.  "Scott Wells, Federal Coordinating Officer [FEMA Joint Field Office, Baton Rouge, Louisiana], Louisiana Hurricanes Katrina &

Rita:  Testimony before the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee on Hurricane Katrina: Perspectives of FEMA's Operations Professionals, December 8, 2005. Accessed at:

http://hsgac.senate.gov/_files/120805Wells.pdf
(19)  TERRORISM-RELATED ARTICLE:

Daily Star (Beirut, Lebanon).  "Abdullah:  Extremists Have Hijacked Islam - Saudi King Urges Muslim Leaders To Unite and Combat Radicalism."

December 8, 2005. Accessed at:  

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=10&categ_id=2&article_id=20611# 
NOTE:  The weekly activity report is being sent out today because its snowing and NETC might be closed tomorrow.  If not, then will be back in tomorrow and will do addendum them.
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“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”

