August 22-26, 2005 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Weekly Activity Report

(1)  ANTHROPOLOGY OF HUMAN VULNERABILITY IN BIOLOGICAL DISASTERS: DUCKS, PIGS, FOWL, FLU, AND YOU:

August 25, 2004 -- Received from Dr. Roy E. Roper, Adjunct Professor of Anthropology, Honor's College, Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, a copy of his syllabus for a new course to be taught this Fall Semester, title above.    Reviewed (a review of just the reading list is sobering) and forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Syllabi Compilation -- where it should be accessible shortly -- by scrolling down to Duquesne University and clicking on the course title. 

(2)  BIOSECURITY BULLETIN (CENTER FOR BIOSECURITY, UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH MEDICAL CENTER), VOL. 6, NO. 4, SPRING 2005:

August 26, 2005 -- Received latest issue of "Biosecurity Bulletin" which was devoted to report on recent International Conference on Biosafety and Biorisks, convened by the Center for Biosecurity in collaboration with the UN World Health Organization, in Lyon France, March 2-3, 2005.  The purpose of the conference was "to facilitate the interdisciplinary communication and collaboration required for an effective response to a global epidemic."  Amongst topic areas:

-- Lessons learned from the response to SARS and other epidemics

-- Preparing for future epidemics

-- Biosafety

-- Communication of scientific information

(3)  CHATTANOOGA STATE TECHNICAL COLLEGE -- INVESTIGATING DEVELOPMENT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

August 26, 2005 -- Participated in a conference call with Dr. Fannie Hewlett, Vice President of Academic Affairs, Dr. Mosunmola George-Taylor,, Dean of Math & Sciences Division, Dr. Jerry Faulkner, Head of the Sciences Department, and Dr. Jim Barrott, Vice President for Technology, the purpose of which was to discuss their interest in investigating the development of some sort of emergency management program, such as a concentration, certificate or associate degree.  Discussed location of curriculum recommendations on the project website, putting together an advisory group, and networking with others who have developed or are seeking to develop an emergency management program at the associate level.  For additional information, Dr. Hewlett can be reached at:  Fannie.Hewlett@chattanoogastate.edu

(4)  COASTAL HAZARDS MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

August 23, 2005 -- Reviewed and approved “Introduction to the Course" session, by Anna K. Schwab, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and provided review comments to lead course developer, Professor David Brower, UNC Chapel Hill.  

August 25, 2005 -- Reviewed and approved Session 1, "The Indian Ocean Tsunami Disaster," by Katherine Eschelbach, UNC Chapel Hill.  From Session Scope statement:

"This session discusses a recent occurrence of a coastal natural hazard: the tsunami disaster of December 26, 2004.  This disaster is one of the worst natural disasters in recent history and its effects are still being discovered as this session is being written.  It is the purpose of this session to introduce the students to the reality of coastal disasters and dire need for coastal management by focusing on this recent and tragic event. 

Assuming many of the students do not have an extensive background in the earth and physical sciences, the material is very basic.  Most students without a background in natural hazards will not be familiar with basic physical science terms and geological processes behind this natural hazard.  The lecture, therefore, focuses on conveying general principles and key features of this natural hazard as well as its resulting impact on coastal communities in order to provide an eye-opening example of the devastating destructive possibilities of coastal hazards.  

This session will assist in setting the stage for the remainder of the course. The information presented in Sessions Six, Seven, Eight, and Nine will contribute further to the students’ general understanding of the natural hazards of the coastal zone. This background information is essential to a broader understanding of the role of human beings in managing the coastal zone, and in particular, the natural hazards that are unique to the coastal zone, as discussed throughout the remainder of the course.  There is a wealth of information contained in this session.  The Instructor should not feel compelled to present it all; rather, it is at the discretion of the Instructor to select the most interesting material to discuss according to the interests of the students in the course.

As a foundation class, Session One will present case study information in a predominantly lecture format, supported by illustrative PowerPoint slides. This session discusses the natural processes that contributed to the Indian Ocean tsunami, where this disaster occurred, the impacts this tsunami had on both the human and the natural environments, and what measures are being taken for recovery and reconstruction. 

Later sessions will discuss case studies of other coastal hazards in more detail."

Forwarded sessions to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where they should be accessible shortly.

(5)  CONSEQUENCE BASED EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING COURSE DEVELOPMENT:

August 25, 2005 -- At the suggestion of Dennis Mileti, received and reviewed, from course coordinator, Youssef Hashash, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, a draft syllabus for a new course on "Consequence-Based Earthquake Engineering," that is currently going into development for a planned release Spring Semester 2006.  For information on this project, Dr. Hashash can be reached at:  hashash@uiuc.edu 

(6)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS, AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- BOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

August 22, 2005 -- Received for review from lead book developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, 2nd draft of Chapter entitled "Information Disasters and Disaster Information:  Where Information Science Meets Emergency Management," by Tisha Pipes, School of Library and Information Sciences, University of North Texas; and 1st draft of Chapter on "Emergency Management and Homeland Security:  The Politics and Policy of President G.W. Bush," by Dr. Richard T. Sylves, Department of Political Sciences and International Relations, University of Delaware.

August 23, 2005 -- Reviewed and approved chapter on "Economic Applications in Disaster Research, Mitigation, and Planning," by Dr. Terry L. Clower, Associate Director, Center for Economic Development and Research, University of North Texas.  

August 24, 2005 -- Reviewed Preface and Introduction to the book, entitled "The Importance of Multi- and Inter-disciplinary Research on Disasters and for Emergency Management," by lead developer and editor, Dr. David McEntire. 

August 26, 2005 -- Reviewed and approved 3rd draft of "Engineering Contribution to the Field of Emergency Management," by Ana Maria Cruz, Emergency Administration and Planning, Department of Public Administration, University of North Texas. 

August 26, 2005 -- Received for review from Dr. McEntire 2nd draft of chapter on "Weather and Emergency Management," by Kent M. McGregor, Associate Professor, Department of Geography, University of North Texas.

Forwarded reviewed materials to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses, Books and Materials section -- where they should be accessible shortly.

(7)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND HOMELAND SECURITY LAW SYLLABUS:

August 25, 2005 -- Reviewed a draft course syllabus on Emergency Management and Homeland Security Law developed by William Nicholson, Assistant Professor, North Carolina Central University, Department of Criminal Justice.  The course syllabus is one of five deliverables for a project Professor Nicholson has with the EM HiEd Project to produce what we are calling "Course Treatments" -- the development of materials which we hope will assist faculty in developing their own courses.  As currently structured, course treatments will consist of a course syllabus, an expanded course outline, a compilation of references to use in developing the course, an introductory course session, and any handouts that the developer envisions.  Forwarded the EM & HS Law Syllabus to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses, Books, Materials section -- where it should be accessible shortly.

(8)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CORE COMPETENCIES AND CURRICULUM -- ASSOCIATE DEGREE LEVEL:

August 24, 2005 -- Received from J. D. Richardson, San Antonio College (TX), a report on the results of his 2005 survey of faculty and administrators at Associate Degree level schools with Emergency Management programs on their perception on core emergency management competencies and curriculum.  Forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- EM Competencies and Curricula section -- under title of:   EM Competencies and Curricula Survey -- AD-Level (2005).  Should be accessible shortly.

(9)  FROM CHAOS TO CLARITY:  EDUCATING EMERGENCY MANAGERS:

August 25, 2005 -- Received from Michael J. O'Connor, Jr. a summary of his recently submitted (August 2005) doctoral dissertation (University of Akron) entitled "From Chaos to Clarity:  Educating Emergency Managers."  O'Connor notes that "The primary purpose of this study was to identify a set of broad educational or curricular-level goals that distinguish between, or are common among associate, bachelor's and master's degree emergency management academic programs."  He utilized a Delphi and quantitative study approach in two phases.  The summary includes a listing of 19 course areas, such as research methods, and then a table arranging these by degree program level.  The 7-page summary was forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the "EM Competencies and Curricula" section of the Project website, where it should be accessible shortly.  In the meantime, Michael O'Connor can be reached at:  moconnor1958@sbcglobal.net

(10)  HARPER COLLEGE, PALATINE, IL:

August 25, 2005 -- The Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson, communicates with Mike Alsup, Chief of Police for Harper College, who is working with the Health Careers and Public Safety Division at Harper to develop an Associate Degree in Emergency Management.  Barbara is providing to him the CD ROM of EMI training courses that could be used to support an AD-Level EM Program.  For additional information, Chief Alsup can be reached at:  malsup@harpercollege.edu

(11)  NEW ZEALAND MINISTRY OF CIVIL DEFENCE & EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT MEETING:

August 22, 2005 -- Met from 10:00-12:15 with Chris Webb, Manager, Corporate & Development in the NZ CD & EM Ministry.  Mr. Webb's portfolio covers professional development of emergency managers in New Zealand -- from both the training and the education perspectives.  Thus he was very much interested in what the FEMA EM HiEd Project is all about, what it has done, is doing, wants to do and why.  One of the things Mr. Webb wants to encourage in New Zealand is more attention to the subject of hazards, disasters and what to do about them by NZ colleges and universities.  He is particularly keen on the development of new courses that fit within existing disciplines and departments.  Talked about the annual FEMA EM HiEd Conference (June 5-8, 2006) and Mr. Webb indicated a desire to attend and participate -- particularly in the International Disaster Management Breakout Session.  For further information, Mr. Webb can be reached, upon his return to work, at:  chris.webb@dia.govt.nz.

(12)  THE AGE OF SACRED TERROR, BY DANIEL BENJAMIN AND STEVEN SIMON:

August 26, 2005 -- Finished reading "The Age of Sacred Terror" by two former National Security Council Directors within the Counterterrorism section during the Clinton Administration.  First, have to say "thanks" to Chris Bellavita with the Homeland Security Program at the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey for recommending that I move this book to the top of my "to read" list.  It most definitely has made it to my own "Top Ten Readings in Terrorism" list, if not number 1 on that list.  Was surprised at the scholarly treatment of historical Islamic Fundamentalism and impressed by the treatment of linkage to modern-day Islamic terrorism.  Besides dealing with the roots of Islamic terrorism and the answers to the question "Why do they hate us," the book does well in going through the history of the US reaction to Islamic terrorism in recent administrations.  Whether for a course on Terrorism or Terrorism and Homeland Security in an Emergency Management Program or for a course in a Homeland Security collegiate program, I recommend, for those who have not read this book, taking a look -- Random House, 2002.

(13)  THOMAS EDISON STATE COLLEGE, TRENTON NJ -- ANNOUNCING NEW ONLINE GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN HOMELAND SECURITY:

August 24, 2005 -- Received news from Linda Soltis at TESC that the new Online Graduate Certificate in Homeland Security which we have noted here was being worked on, has been completed, approved, and will be available this Fall Semester 2005.  Twelve credits will be required, to be chosen from the following 3-credit hour offerings:

Terrorism and Homeland Security

Protection the Homeland:  Balancing Security and Liberty

Preparedness:  Prevention & Deterrence

Protecting the Homeland:  Response & Recovery

Dr. Judith Krom at TESC is the primary point of contact for this program.  She can be reached at:  jkrom@tesc.edu

(14)  UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT SAN ANTONIO -- DEVELOPING SEVERAL HOMELAND SECURITY-RELATED CONCENTRATIONS:

August 24, 2005 -- The Project Assistant talked with Dr. Keith Clutter, Mechanical Engineering Department about several new concentrations being developed at the University of Texas at San Antonio -- such as:

Undergraduate Level Concentration in Computer Security – Department of Computer Science Graduate Area of Emphasis in Computer Security High-Consequence Event Simulation and Analysis Program – Department of Engineering - Mechanical Engineering Section MS in Information Technology with a Concentration in Information Assurance Bachelors in Business Administration with Information Assurance Program Undergraduate Minor in Information Assurance 

For additional information, Dr. Clutter can be reached at:  keith.clutter@utsa.edu.
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