April 15-22, 2005 FEMA EM Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  ACADEMIC SUPPORT FOR HOMELAND SECURITY IN OHIO SYMPOSIUM, COLUMBUS, OHIO:

April 20, 2005 -- Delivered a presentation on FEMA's EM HiEd Project to attendees of the "Academic Support for Homeland Security in Ohio Symposium," organized by Dr. Todd Stewart of Ohio State University (Major General, USAF, Retired), organizer and Executive Director of the National Academic Consortium for Homeland Security.  There were about sixty participants -- mostly representatives of colleges and universities in Ohio (of which there are very many).  There are it seems quite a few homeland security (as well as emergency management) programs in existence and under development in Ohio.  The Symposium, part of the "2005 Ohio Homeland Security Symposium and Trade Show" was an opportunity for many of the academics with homeland security/emergency management programs to meet each other for the first time, and to hear what each was doing.  Discovered several homeland security program development initiatives I was not aware of.  For more information, Dr. Stewart can be reached at:  Stewart.598@osu.edu

(2)  COASTAL HAZARDS MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

April 22, 2005 -- Reviewed and approved 2nd draft of Session 39, "Hazard Mitigation Planning III," by Anna K. Schwab, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and forwarded Session to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- to replace the first draft -- should be accessible shortly.

(3)  COMMUNITY COLLEGE OF SOUTHERN NEVADA -- ASSOCIATE OF ARTS DEGREE IN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ADMINISTRATION APPROVED:

April 22, 2005 -- Receive update from Dr. Ronald J. Casey, Department of Public Safety and Human Services at the Community College of Southern Nevada, noting that their proposal to develop and implement an Associate of Arts Degree in Emergency Management Administration has been approved and that the first course, EMA 101, will be offered this coming Fall Semester -- to be taught by the Director of the Clark County Office of Emergency Management, Jim O'Brien.  For additional information consult the description of this initiative in the "Programs Being Investigated/Developed" section of "The College List" on the Project website, or email Dr. Casey at:  ron_cassey@ccsn.edu.

(4)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS, AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

April 18, 2005 -- Received final draft of the chapter on "Social Work and Disasters" by Dr. Michael J. Zakour, School of Social Work, Tulane University.  Forwarded chapter to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses and Textbooks section -- to replace an earlier draft.  Should be accessible shortly.

(5)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 7-9, 2005, EMMITSBURG, MD:

April 21, 2005 -- Receive listing of 135 applications processed and approved for the conference. Still making modifications to the agenda -- additions and deletions -- and forwarded latest draft agenda to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the Conference box at the top of the Project homepage, to replace the draft there now.  Have received a small number of Participant Profiles which have been forwarded to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the Conference box as well -- and encourage all those who will be attending the conference to draft a short statement saying basically who you are, what institution/organization you represent, and what you hope to see/do/accomplish at the conference -- in order to facilitate communications between and among conference participants.  These can be sent to me or to the Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson (copy line, above).

(6)  FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

April 22, 2005 -- Reviewed and approved 3rd draft of Session 15, "What Are Hazards?," by Larry Larson and Rod Emmer of the State Floodplain Management Association.  Forwarded Session to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where it should be accessible shortly.

(7)  GEOSPATIAL WORKSHOP 2005 -- BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS TO REDUCE HAZARD RISKS, INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA:

April 19, 2005 -- Delivered a presentation on FEMA's EM HiEd Project during the 2005 Geospatial Workshop organized by the FEMA Mitigation Division at the University Place Conference Center, Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis.  The purpose of this workshop was to bring key decision makers at colleges and universities with Geospatial components and interests, and community stakeholders together to foster participation in emergency management and mitigation partnerships.

(8)  INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EMERGENCY MANAGERS - STUDENTS AS NEW MEMBERS:

April 21, 2005 -- Received Vol. 22, No. 4 edition of the IAEM Newsletter and note that 6 of 51 new members for the month February 16 - March 15, or 11%, were emergency management and related college students -- from:

Jacksonville State University

John Jay College

Onondaga Community College

Texas A&M University

University of North Texas

Also of note is the "Eye on Education" column by Craig Marks which deals with education versus experience, as well as the need for practitioners to pass their experience on by becoming involved as instructors and presenters in emergency management college courses.

Lastly of note, was the "From the President" column by IAEM President, Dewayne West, who noted that among the concerns he heard expressed at the 2005 Mid-Year meeting of the IAEM was "some thought that we need to reach out to academia more, while others thought that there is too much emphasis on academia and higher education."  President West did not note his view on this subject.

(9)  JOHN JAY COLLEGE OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE -- EMERGENCY AND/OR SECURITY MANAGEMENT FACULTY POSITION OPEN:

April 19, 2005 -- Received from Dr. Norman Groner, Director, Protection Management Program, Department of Public Management at John Jay, an announcement soliciting applications for a faculty position opening at John Jay:

"The Department of Public Management at John Jay College of Criminal Justice, the City University of New York, is seeking to fill a substitute faculty position that begins September, 2005. Grade will be commensurate with credentials and experience. The successful candidate will teach graduate courses in security management and emergency planning for the Graduate Program in Protection Management. The person filling this position will be encouraged to apply for a tenure-track position likely to commence in the January or September of 2006. Teaching responsibilities primarily involve graduate courses in security management and/or emergency planning. Preference will be given to applicants who have or are near completion of the Ph.D., and who provide evidence of teaching, research and professional experience relevant to either security or emergency management.

The Protection Management Program offers M.S. degrees for students seeking formal education qualifications in managing fire safety, emergency, and security functions in both the public and private sectors. 

John Jay College of Criminal Justice, the City University of New York, is located in mid-town Manhattan. The Graduate Program in Protection Management offers M.S. degrees and has about 90 current students. More information about the program can be found at: http://web.jjay.cuny.edu/~prt_mgt/index.htm. Graduates in the program take foundation courses in emergency, security and fire safety management, and specialize in one of those areas. In addition, students share three management courses with public administration students. Both programs are in the Department of Public Management, which has been ranked first or second by U.S. News and World Reports for MPA programs with an emphasis on criminal justice. The New York Metropolitan are offers unlimited opportunities for emergency and security management research and professional development, especially for persons interested in the emergency planning and security issues in urban settings.

Applicants should send a letter of interest outline teaching and research interests, curriculum vitae, and three letters of recommendations to: Norman E. Groner, Department of Public Management, John Jay College, 445 West 59th Street, New York, New York 10019. For further information, please contact Dr. Groner at (212) 237-8834 or ngroner@jjay.cuny.edu." 

For additional information, Dr. Groner can be reached at:  ngroner@jjay.cuny.edu.

(10)  OHIO DOMINICAN UNIVERSITY, COLUMBUS -- ON-LINE HOMELAND SECURITY CERTIFICATE PROGRAM:

April 20, 2005 -- Discovered, while attending the "Academic Support for Homeland Security in Ohio Symposium," that Ohio Dominican University instituted this past Fall Semester an on-line, seven-course, Professional certificate in homeland security.  The Project Assistant is seeking information to draft a description of this program for incorporation into the Homeland Security section of The College List.  In the meantime, for additional information, one can go to:  http://elearning.ohiodominican.edu
(11)  OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY, COLUMBUS -- BACHELORS AND MASTERS HOMELAND SECURITY INTELLIGENCE PROGRAMS:

April 20, 2005 -- While at the Ohio Academic Homeland Security Symposium (see item 1), Dr. Stewart told me that Ohio State just recently received approval to implement Bachelors and Masters Programs in Homeland Security Intelligence.  The Project Assistant will be collecting information on this initiative for a program description to upload to the Homeland Security section of The College List on the Project website.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. Stewart can be reached at the email address noted in item 1.

(12)  SULLIVAN UNIVERSITY, LOUISVILLE, KY -- INVESTIGATING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMPONENT, PUBLIC SAFETY PROGRAM:

April 21, 2005 -- Talked with Steven Ruckman with the Public Safety program at Sullivan who noted that he is investigating the development of an emergency management component into the new Associate Degree in Public Safety that began this past January.  Discussed some of the places on the Project website that might be helpful and recommended attending the June EM HiEd Conference.  For additional information, Steven Ruckman can be reached at:  502-456-6506, ext. 208.

(13)  UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT DALLAS -- RESEARCHING NEED FOR MASTERS AND DOCTORAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS:

April 14, 2005 -- Heard from Dorothy Miller, Program Manager of the Emergency Management and Preparedness graduate certificate program at the University of Texas at Dallas, that the school is now researching the need for Masters and Doctoral emergency management programs -- most likely as concentrations within a Masters of Public Administration and/or a disaster medical-related concentration (MPH or MHA).  For more information, Dorothy Miller can be reached at:  dorothy@utdallas.edu.

(14)  WAYNE COMMUNITY COLLEGE, GOLDSBORO, NC -- EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM:

April 22, 2005 -- Barbara Russo, who will be attending the June EM HiEd Conference representing Wayne Community College, notes that even though her program does not officially begin until the Fall Semester this year, people are finding out about the program and interested enrollees "are already coming out of the woodwork" -- so much so that the school started some of the classes for this new program this current semester.  For additional information, Barbara Russo can be reached at:  brr@waynecc.edu

(15)  WRIGHT STATE UNIVERSITY, DAYTON OH -- INVESTIGATING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMPONENT, MASTERS OF PUBLIC HEALTH:

April 21, 2005 -- Talked with Mark Gebhart, MD, Department of Emergency Medicine, School of Medicine, Wright University, concerning the school's interest in investigating the development of an emergency management concentration within the school's two-year old Executive Masters of Public Health Program.  Discussed the types of material and information found on the Project website that might be pertinent and of assistance, and also discussed the upcoming June conference which Dr. Gebhart would like to try to attend, along with one or two colleagues.
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