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October 12-14, 2004 FEMA EM Higher Education Project Activity Report

This is a message from the Department of Homeland Security/U.S. Fire Administration/Emergency Management Institute/Higher Education Project. If you have any questions, please contact Barbara L. Johnson at Barbara.l.johnson@dhs.gov 
(1)  Activity Report Distribution:
October 13, 2004 -- We have now completed (I gather and trust) the transition from EMFORUM which has very graciously distributed the Project activity reports over the years, via their Emergency Management Higher Education List Serve, to a FEMA server.  For any difficulties experienced or problems relating to the Project Activity Reports, please contact the EM HiEd Project Assistant Barbara Johnson at:  Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov

(2)  Coastal Hazards Management -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project:
October 12, 2004 -- Received for review from lead course developer, Professor David Brower, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Session 38, "Hazard Mitigation Planning II," by Anna K. Schwab, UNC-Chapel Hill.

(3)  Disaster Response Operations and Management -- Upper Division College Course Development Project:
October 13, 2004 -- Reviewed Session 21, "Debris Management," and provided review comments and some recent newspaper clippings on debris management issues in Florida and Alabama to course developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas.  From Session Scope statement:

In session 21, the professor points out the massive production of debris in disasters and underscores the need to manage debris effectively.  Students are then divided into groups and asked to identify the types of debris emanating from different types of disasters.  After mentioning common debris management challenges, the session covers suggestions on how to eliminate problems associated with this disaster function.  Students are given an assignment to critique a state debris management policy/plan at the end of the session. 
Forwarded Session 21 to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where it should be accessible shortly.
(4)  East Tennessee State College, Johnson City -- Interdisciplinary Minor in Emergency/Disaster Response Mgmt:
October 12, 2004 – Talked with Dr. Wilsie Bishop, Dean of the College of Public Allied Health, who notes that East Tennessee State University began a new Interdisciplinary Minor in Emergency/Disaster Response Management this past January.  The point of contact for this program is Dr. Joanne Flowers, the Chair of the Department of Public Health.  Noted that the EM HiEd Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson, would be getting in touch with Dr. Flowers in order to draft a description of this program for The College List on the Project web-site.  In the meantime, additional information can be accessed at the school website:  http://www.etsu.edu/cpah/pubheal/ugoverview.asp; or call Dr. Flowers at:  423-439-4332.

(5)  Ecology of Fear -- Los Angeles and the Imagination of Disaster, Mike Davis (NY: Metropolitan Books, 1998, 484 pps):
October 14, 2004 -- Finished reading this fairly gloomy assessment of Los Angeles and hazards -- past, present and future:

"…Los Angeles has deliberately put itself in harm's way.  For Generations, market-driven urbanization has transgressed environmental common sense.  Historic wildfire corridors have been turned into view-lot suburbs, wetland liquefaction zones into marinas, and floodplains into industrial districts and housing tracts.  Monolithic public works have been substituted for regional planning and a responsible land ethic.  As a result Southern California has reaped fire, flood, and earthquake tragedies that were as avoidable, as unnatural, as the beating of Rodney King and the ensuing explosion in the streets.  In failing to conserve natural ecosystems it has also squandered much of its charm and beauty.

But the social construction of 'natural' disaster is largely hidden from view by a way of thinking that simultaneously imposes false expectations on the environment and then explains the inevitable disappointments as proof of a malign and hostile nature."  (p. 9)

"County government in Southern California is so hopelessly captive to the land development industry that sweeping electoral reforms, comparable to California's Progressive revolution of 1911, are probably the prerequisite for overthrowing the 'new octopus' and transforming landuse priorities." (p. 86)

"We need, in a nutshell, to spend billions in mitigation in order to prevent hundreds of billions in damages.  But nothing is less politically realistic in the present climate, and the ostrichlike consensus is to ignore problems that are too big to fix." (p. 54)

"Certainly, other metropolitan regions, especially the Bay Area, Wasatch Front, Puget Sound, and South Florida [and New Orleans!], face comparable risks of natural disaster over the next generation, but none bear Los Angeles's heavy burdens of mass poverty and racial violence.  What is most distinctive about Los Angeles is not simply its conjugation of earthquakes, wildfires, and floods, but its uniquely explosive mixture of natural hazards and social contradictions.  Not even Miami, that other fallen paradise, can approach the conflagrationist potential of Los Angeles.  But I am not summoning Armageddon.  Despite the wishful thinking of evangelicals impatient for the Rapture or deep ecologists who believe Gaia would be happiest with a thin sprinkling of hunter-gatherers, megacities like Los Angeles will never simply collapse and disappear.  Rather, they will stagger on, with higher body counts and greater distress, through a chain of more frequent and destructive encounters with disasters of all sorts; while vital parts of the region's high-tech and tourist economies eventually emigrate to safer ground, together with hundreds of thousands of its more affluent residents."  (pp. 54-55)

(6)  EM References Section of the Project Website:

October 12, 2004 -- Asked the EMI Webmaster to add "A Run on Terror:  The Rising Cost of Fear Itself," in Harpers Magazine, by Luke Mitchell (a senior Harper's editor), March 4, 2004.  Can be accessed at:  http://www.harpers.org/ARunOnTerror.html
(7)  Ivy Tech State College, Indianapolis, Indiana -- Investigating Homeland Security and Emergency Mgmt. AD:
October, 12, 2004 – Talked with Tim Faulk, with the Fire Science Program at Ivy Tech State College, who notes that the school is investigating the development of a Homeland Security and Emergency Management (or vice versa) Associate Degree.  Currently, the school is developing three courses which they hope to offer this Spring Semester, starting in January, 2005.  If all goes well, then the next step would be to move toward the development of a full-fledged HS & EM AD.  For further information, Tim Faulk can be reached at:  tfaulk@ivytech.edu.

(8)  Joliet Junior College, IL -- Investigating Emergency Management Certificate:
October 12, 2004 -- After receiving an email from Harold Damron, Chief Deputy Director of the Will County (IL) Emergency Management Agency, noting that he and staff at Joliet Junior College were investigating the development of some sort of emergency management program, called and talked.  In that Mr. Damron serves as a member of the JJC Emergency Medical Services Advisory Committee and works in local emergency management, he has been asked to investigate the development of an emergency management program -- most likely an emergency management certificate, to be followed, if successful, with an emergency management associate degree.  Discussed several features of the Project website that might well be of assistance and asked Mr. Damron to stay I touch to let us know how things progress.  For additional information, Mr. Damron can be reached at:  Hdamron@willcountyillinois.com

(9)  Maryland Sea-Level Rise Study:
October 14, 2004 -- For those who are looking for hazards overview material, you might want to check out this study:

Michael, Jeffrey. A., David A. Sides, and Timothy E. Sullivan.  The Economic Cost of Sea Level Rise to Three Chesapeake Bay Communities (sponsored by NOAA, the Maryland Department of Natural Resources, and the Towson University (MD) Center for Geographic Information Sciences).  August 18, 2003 (39 pages).  Downloaded from:  http://64.233.179.104/custom?q=cache:SPidleO8S7AJ:www.dnr.state.md.us/pressroom/sea_level_rise_report_final_revisionb8-18-03.pdf+Sea+Level+Rise&hl=en&ie=UTF-8  From the Introduction:

"Tide gauge measurements in the Chesapeake Bay and the Mid-Atlantic indicate that sea level is rising along Maryland's coastline at a rate nearly twice the global average (Douglas, 1991).  Historically, sea levels in Maryland have risen an average of three to four millimeters per year, or about one foot per century.  However, these rates are expected to accelerate in response to global climate change, resulting in a rise of two to three feet by the end of this century (Leatherman, et al., 1995).  In addition to inundating coastal margins, this increase is expected to influence and accelerate the erosion process and increase coastal vulnerability to episodic storm events." (p.1)

The study reports that the Chesapeake has been rising for thousands of years, that Chesapeake flooding created the Chesapeake Bay, and that in recent centuries once solid islands have become marshes or disappeared -- such as Sharps Island, which once had farms, a school, and a hotel -- all now under water.  Noted were implications for land-use planning and future development.  One wonders what the implications for Baltimore will be a couple generations from now if some hurricane decides to meander up the Chesapeake.

(10)  Millersville University of Pennsylvania -- Developing Master of Science in Disaster Management Degree:
October 15, 2004 -- Received news from Dr. Henry W. Fischer III, Sociology Department, and Director of the Center for Disaster Research & Education at Millersville, that the school has received a grant from the State of Pennsylvania to support the development of an online Master's Degree in Disaster Management -- Pennsylvania's first.  Dr. Fischer noted that he and others are now "actively developing the courses and will launch the online degree program in Fall 2006.  A certificate will also be available for those who want to obtain a Certificate, but not an M.S."  Millersville currently offers a Multidisciplinary Minor in Environmental Hazards and Emergency Management -- Dr. Fischer was the lead force in the development of this program as well.  Dr. Fischer provided information to enable the development of a "write-up" of this initiative for posting to the Project website within The College List -- Programs Under Investigation/Development section, where it should be accessible shortly.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. Fischer can be reached at:  hfischer@millersville.edu.

(11)  North Dakota State University -- Emergency Management Student Project and Announcement:
October 12, 2004 -- Received from Dr. Jennifer Wilson, NDSU Emergency Management Program Co-Director, a request to post an announcement (below) on a survey of emergency managers NDSU EM Students would like to conduct at the upcoming November 8-10, 2004 International Association of Emergency Managers Conference in Dallas, Texas.

"Assessing the Future of Emergency Management: Interviews with the Professionals:”

A group of NDSU Emergency Management students will initiate the second phase of a project undertaken in June at the Higher Education Conference at EMI, which involved interviewing emergency management professionals regarding the future of the discipline and the role that higher education plays in professional development. We will conduct subsequent interviews during the 2004 IAEM conference in Dallas, Texas on November 8-10. The interview will consist of 5 to 7 questions that expand upon the scope of the first phase. Interviews will take under ten minutes and will be video archived. We encourage all Emergency Managers attending the IAEM conference to participate. If you are interested in contributing an interview, please email Lindsey.Bratvold@ndsu.nodak.edu for more information.
(12)  St. Petersburg College, FL -- New Bachelor Degree Emergency Management Program:
October 13, 2004 -- Talked with Robert Melchior with St. Pete's Southeastern Public Safety Institute and learned that St. Pete will begin offering this January a new Bachelor of Applied Science in Public Safety Administration, with a Concentration in Emergency Management.  The courses this January will be class-room based and a distance learning component will be added this Spring or Summer.  St. Pete will continue to offer an Associate Degree in Emergency Management and a stand-alone Certificate in Emergency Management.  The Project Assistant is seeking to acquire additional information to enable the drafting of a description of this new initiative for posting in the College List section -- Bachelor Level Emergency Management Concentrations and Minors.  In the meantime, for additional information, Robert Melchior can be reached at:  Melchior.Roger@spcollege.edu

(13)  Survey of Colleges and Universities With Emergency Management Programs:
October 12, 2004 -- Received from Dr. Hank Fischer, Director of the Center for Disaster Research & Education, Millersville University of Pennsylvania, the results of a survey he conducted in 2004 of colleges and universities with emergency management programs.  Some findings from the survey, which had a disappointing 35% response rate:

· 54% of those who teach in emergency management collegiate programs have a Ph.D.

· Those teaching in such programs average 8 years teaching emergency management courses

· The average for administering an emergency management collegiate program is 3 years

· There were 3 tenured or tenure track faculty members and 3 part-time faculty teaching courses in the average program

· The median age of students was 30

· 85% of students were in a degree program as opposed to a stand-alone certificate

· 65% of responding institutions use distance learning to at least some degree, if not totally

· The average program has 20 full time students enrolled and 40 part time.  [Given that there are today 119 collegiate emergency management programs, this extrapolates to something like 7,000 total emergency management students.]

· The direction of both enrollment and graduation of program students is going up

· Most respondents expect a doubling or tripling of students in their programs over the next several years

· The median class size is 18 students, whether class-room based on distance learning

· Number 1 concern -- finding qualified faculty

· Number 2 concern -- access to enough textbooks and other teaching resources

· Number 3 concern -- meeting student demand with courses

· Number 4 concern -- funding to support the program and students

· Number 5 concern -- too much emphasis on homeland security

· Number 1 expectation -- increased enrollments

· Number 2 expectation -- increased faculty

· Number 3 expectation -- increased use of distance learning

· Number 1 recommendation for FEMA EM HiEd Project -- develop visual aid materials

· Number 2 recommendation -- develop more courses

· Number 3 recommendation -- develop more textbooks and case studies

Dr. Fischer's report was forwarded to the EMI Webmaster and posted to the Project web-site -- Articles, Papers and 

Presentations section.

If the Project receives sufficient funding in the current 2005 fiscal year, we would be interested in supporting the development of 

other reports on the results of surveys of institutions of higher education with emergency management programs.

(14)  University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, Center for Biosecurity -- Article/Report on Biosecurity Shortcomings:
October 12, 2004 -- Publication date of "Taking the Measure of Countermeasures:  Leaders' Views on the Nation's Capacity to Develop Biodefense Countermeasures," in Biosecurity and Bioterrorism:  Biodefense Strategy, Practice, and Science, Vol. 2, No. 4, 2004, 8 pages -- downloaded from:  http://www.upmc-biosecurity.org/  A couple excerpts:

"The purpose of this study was to gather and analyze the views of leaders from academia, government, and industry regarding the capacity of the U.S. to develop biodefense countermeasures and to elicit their recommendations on steps that would improve the nation's capacities to succeed in these efforts." (p. 1)

"We think that a number of important conclusions can be drawn from these interviews.  A group of leaders from government, academia, and the private sector believe that there is a strong threat of a large-scale bioterrorist attack or a serious outbreak of a natural epidemic disease such as pandemic influenza in the near future.  They generally think that the current U.S. biodefense countermeasure development strategy and process are not sufficient to meet the challenges posed by these threats and that the active participation of the biotech and pharmaceutical industries will be necessary to this effort, but no such broad participation has yet occurred."  (pp. 7-8)

October 15, 2004 -- On the subject of biosecurity, read an article by Jennifer Nuzzo, "The Next Pandemic?" in Biosecurity Bulletin (Center for Biosecurity University of Pittsburgh Medical Center), Vol. 6, No. 2, Autumn 2004, which might be worth reading.  After discussing the outbreak of "Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI caused by the H5N1 strain," the article concludes by noting:

"Influenza experts agree that another pandemic is inevitable and may be imminent.  Many scientists and public health experts worry that if HPAI circulates long enough in humans and farm animals, it could evolve into a strain capable of causing a global pandemic.  With the increase in global transportation and communications, as well as urbanization and overcrowded living conditions, a new influenza virus could quickly spread around the world."

The most severe influenza pandemic in 1918-1919 resulted in more than 20 million deaths worldwide -- most were working-age adults.  In the U.S. 28% of the population caught the flu and more than 550,000 died.
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On March 1, 2003, FEMA became part of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. FEMA’s continuing mission within the new department is to lead the effort to prepare the nation for all hazards and effectively manage federal response and recovery efforts following any national incident. FEMA also initiates proactive mitigation activities, trains first responders, and manages the National Flood Insurance Program and the U.S. Fire Administration. 

