This is a message from the Department of Homeland Security/U.S. Fire Administration/Emergency Management Institute/Higher Education Project. If you have any questions, please contact Barbara L. Johnson at Barbara.l.johnson@dhs.gov
November 15-19, 2004 FEMA EM Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  ASPEP (American Society of Professional Emergency Planners) Journal CD ROM Offer:

November 17, 2004 -- Received from ASPEP Officer, Valerie Quigley, the following announcement:

Ten Years of ASPEP Journals available to FEMA higher ed College List

ASPEP (American Society for Professional Emergency Planners) was established in 1972 by the graduating class of the Career  Development Program for Civil Defense Directors at the Federal Staff College  in Battle Creek, MI.  When the Federal Training Center moved to the Emergency Management Institute in Emmitsburg, MD, the annual meetings were conducted during the annual Conference of the US Civil Defense Council, subsequently called NCCEM (National Coordinating Council on Emergency Management) and now called IAEM (International Association of Emergency Managers).

The primary goal of ASPEP was to foster professionalism and encourage continuing education in emergency management.  In 1994, ASPEP initiated the publication of a professional journal, designed to publish 'practitioners' in a professional publication. Over the past several years, the ASPEP leadership has recognized parallels and duplicative efforts between ASPEP and IAEM. The decision was made to gracefully dissolve ASPEP and transfer their activities into IAEM.

A CD containing all the ASPEP journals from 1994 through 2004 is now available free to all the institutions listed on the FEMA Higher Ed College List.  If you are interested, send an email to Valerie Quigley vjquigley@lbl.gov and include a complete mailing address, including the name of the institution.
(2)  Case Studies In Crisis and Emergency Management -- College Textbook Development Project:

November 17, 2004 -- Reviewed Chapter 1, "Introduction to Crisis, Disaster, and Risk Management Concepts," and provided review comments to lead textbook developer, George Haddow of Haddow and Bullock, LLC.  This first rate document should be a must read for essentially all emergency management college students.  It is much more than a review of crisis, disaster and risk management concepts, with sections on:

Review of Historical Trends in Emergency Management

Four Phases of Emergency Management

Communications

Business Continuity Planning and Emergency Management

International Disaster Programs

Emergency Management and the New Terrorism Threat

Attributes of Successful Emergency Management Programs

Brief Descriptions of Case Studies (to be developed near the end of the project, after completion of all case study chapters)
Forwarded the draft Chapter 1 to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project web-site -- Free College Courses and Textbooks section -- Emergency and Risk Management Case Studies Textbook subsection -- where it should be accessible shortly.  Again, highly recommended.

(3)  Coastal Hazards Management -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project:

November 16, 2004 -- Reviewed Session 39, "Hazard Mitigation Planning III," by Anna K. Schwab, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and provided review comments.  From the Session Scope statement:

Session 39 will begin with a student presentation on the second step in the planning process: “Assess Hazard Vulnerability,” followed by a brief class discussion and critique.  The remaining class time will be devoted to a lecture on the third step in the planning process, “Assess Mitigation Capability,” based in large part on the assigned reading material:  Keeping Natural Hazards From Becoming Disasters: A Mitigation Planning Guidebook for Local Governments.

Forwarded session to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project web-page -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where it should be accessible shortly.

(4)  Columbus State Community College, OH -- Announcing New Emergency Management Certificate:
November 17, 2004 -- Talked with Julie Maurer, Coordinator of Workforce Development Programs, Continuing Professional Education Department, at Columbus State Community College, who notes that approval has been received to institute an Emergency Management Certificate program at CSCC.  The first of the courses to comprise this certificate is currently being taught -- Principles of Emergency Management (by J.R. Thomas) -- while decisions are being made as to the full make-up of the certificate.  Ms. Maurer is pleased with the responses she has received from a needs assessment -- including a response from a major employer noting that several thousand if its employers might well be candidates for this program.   In addition to designing the stand-alone emergency management certificate, the school is proposing to develop and implement an Associate Degree in Emergency Management -- in about two years, and will allow credits for emergency management courses taken prior to the official start-up of that program to be rolled-in.  Ms. Maurer also noted that she has been in contact with Dr. Nancy Grant at the University of Akron, which has an emergency management bachelor program, discussing the development of a two plus two program -- a proposal the folks at Akron were very supportive of.  The Project Assistant is working with Ms. Maurer on two "write-ups" for The College List on the Project web-site that describe these dual initiatives -- should be accessible by now or very soon.  For additional information, Ms. Maurer can be reached at:  jmaurer@cscc.edu.  This represents the 120th collegiate emergency management program in the U.S., and the 17th to begin in 2004.

(5)  Disaster Response Operations and Management -- Upper Division College Course Development Project:
November 16, 2004 -- Reviewed Session 24, "Midterm Exam," and provided review comments to course developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas.  Forwarded session to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project home-page -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection, where it should be accessible shortly.

(6)  Film & Video Annotation Project:
November 18, 2004 -- Received for review from project developer, Richard Weber, Center For Public Management, University of North Texas, a 1st draft of his annotation of hazard, disaster, emergency management related films and videos (71 pages).  This first draft demonstrates the template for the annotations to be done, with two finished treatments: (1) The Great San Francisco Earthquake, and (2) Tidal Wave - No Escape.

(7)  Hazards Mapping and Modeling -- Upper Division/Graduate Course Development Project:
November 15, 2004 -- Received for review from lead course developer, Dr. John Pine of LSU, 2nd draft of Session 10, "Hurricane Storm Surge Modeling and Analysis," by he and Dr. Hassan Mashriqui, LSU Hurricane Center.

November 18, 2004 -- Reviewed Session 10 and provided review comments to Dr. Pine.  From the Session Scope statement:

This session provides an introduction to the characteristics of hurricanes and the hazards associated with hurricane storm surge.  Modeling hurricane storm surge using the National Weather Service (NWS) SLOSH (Sea, Lake, and Overland Surges from Hurricanes) model will be examined to identify the type of information needed to characterize the nature and impacts of hurricane storm surge.  The limitations of hurricane storm surge modeling will be discussed and how to read output maps and displays from the SLOSH.  Finally, the session will examine the purpose and limitations for the NWS SLOSH hurricane storm surge software and how it is used for planning and emergency response operations.

Forwarded Session 10 to the EMI webmaster for upload to the Project web-site -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where it should be accessible shortly.

(8)  Homeland Security and Emergency Management -- Upper Division/Graduate Course Development Project:
November 17, 2004 -- Reviewed the 2nd draft of Session 1, "Introduction and Orientation," and provided review comments to lead course developer, Dr. William L. Waugh, Jr.  From the Course Objectives and Session Scope statements:

This is an advanced undergraduate/graduate level course in Homeland Security and Emergency Management.  The focus is on U.S. policies and programs to address the hazards posed by international and domestic terrorism since the attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon on September 11, 2001, particularly the risks associated with “weapons of mass destruction.”  The connection between the nation’s Homeland Security programs adopted in response to the September 11th attacks and its traditional emergency management programs developed over the last quarter century largely in response to natural and technological disasters, is a central element in the discussion.

This course builds upon and updates the material in the Terrorism and Emergency Management Instructor Guide (2001).  It may be used as a short stand-alone course, an expansion of the Terrorism and Emergency Management course, and/or as an expanded course using instructor-developed materials or sessions from other Higher Education courses (e.g., Hazard Risk Management).  The 2001 course focuses on the nature and risk of political terrorism, ranging from low-level acts of threats and acts of violence to large-scale acts of violence using “weapons of mass destruction.” That course addresses: 

· The nature of terrorism and its many forms; 

· Policies and programs to reduce the risk that terrorism presents to society, including mitigation strategies and preparedness programs; 

· Policies and programs to manage terrorist events; and

· Policies and programs to manage the consequences of terrorist violence. The course also uses the 1995 bombing of the Murrah Federal Building as an example of response and recovery operations.  

Scope:  Introduction of professor and students; review of course objectives and content; discussion of student assignments and course requirements.  Definitions of Homeland Security, terrorism, international and domestic terrorism, and weapons of mass destruction.  Brief overview of domestic and international terrorist threats to the U.S. violence to encourage students to begin thinking about the threat of terrorism, particularly the threats posed by so-called “weapons of mass destruction” and the changes that have taken place since the attacks on September 11, 2001.  Brief overview of U.S. policy regarding domestic and international terrorism prior to September 2001.  Overview of the major intergovernmental issues that arise in dealing with the threat and incidence of terrorist violence in the U.S.

Forwarded this draft of Session 1 to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the Project web-site -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- to replace the 1st draft -- should be accessible shortly.

(9)  University of Oklahoma, Norman -- Multi-Disciplinary Doctoral Program in Natural Hazards Research and Applications:
November 17, 2004 -- Communicated with Dr. David Karoly, Williams Chair and Professor of Meteorology, School of Meteorology, University of Oklahoma, who has developed a proposal to develop and implement a multi-disciplinary doctoral program in Natural Hazards Research and Applications at OU.  A grant has been sought from the National Science Foundation to enable full program and new course development.  Even if this funding is not received, OU intends to move ahead in the Fall Semester of 2005 with the admittance of new doctoral students to work in this program.  The OU Vice President has, I am told, committed to fund "at least 3 doctoral fellowships in Natural Hazards Research in 2005…".  From the synopsis of the "Integrative Graduate Education and Research Traineeship" (IGERT) program proposal:

"The IGERT program has been developed to meet the challenges of educating U.S. Ph.D. scientists and engineers who will pursue careers in research and education, with the interdisciplinary backgrounds, deep knowledge in chosen disciplines, and technical, professional, and personal skills to become, in their own careers, leaders and creative agents for change.  The program is intended to catalyze a cultural change in graduate education, for students, faculty, and institutions, by establishing innovative new models for graduate education and training in a fertile environment for collaborative research that transcends traditional disciplinary boundaries.  It is also intended to facilitate diversity in student participation and preparation, and to contribute to the development of a diverse, globally-engaged, science and engineering workforce."

The Project Assistant will be working with Dr. Karoly to develop a description of the this proposed new program for upload to The College List on the Project web-site -- "Programs Being Investigated/Developed" section.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. Karoly can be reached at:  dkaroly@rossby.metr.ou.edu  

(10)  University of Pittsburgh -- Approval for New Minor in Civil Security and Disaster Management:
November 15, 2004 -- Received news from Dr. Louise Comfort, Graduate School of Public and International Affairs at the University of Pittsburgh, that "we are initiating a new minor in Civil Security and Disaster Management next year [September 2005] in the Master's Program in Public Administration.  This will be the first step in what I hope will become a new major…The larger program, which will be a new interdisciplinary master's degree in Civil Security and Disaster Management is still in progress."  For additional information, Dr. Comfort can be reached at:  Comfort@gspia.pitt.edu

(11)  University of Wisconsin-Green Bay -- Announcing Certificate in Emergency Management, Planning and Administration:
November 17, 2004 -- Received note from Kassie VanRemortal, EM Certificate Program Manager at UW-Green Bay, announcing the implementation of their new Certificate in Emergency Management, Planning and Administration program, and attaching a program description for upload to the Certificate section of The College List on the Project website.  This program is available at both the undergraduate and the graduate levels.  The program description states that:

This program focuses on the basic steps in emergency management of mitigation, planning, preparedness, response and recovery.  Students will come away with good critical thinking skills and an in-depth, big picture understanding of the complexity of disasters, whether it is natural or man-made.  This certificate will benefit all professionals in any field of emergency management as well as persons wanting to pursue a career.

The courses to support the certificate are:

Principles and Practices of Emergency Management

Strategic Emergency Preparedness, Planning, and Implementation

Principles and Practice of Disaster Response Operations and Management

Disaster Recovery

Political and Policy Dimensions of Emergency Management

Credits earned taking certificate courses can be applied to UW-Green Bay degrees in Public and Environmental Affairs, or Environmental Science and Policy.  For additional information consult the program description ion The College List, go to the program's homepage - http://www.uwgb.edu/em - or contact Kassie VanRemortal at:  vanremok@uwgb.edu

This development represents the 121st emergency management college program in the U.S., and the 18th to start-up in 2004.

(12)  Virginia Commonwealth University -- Developing Homeland Security Bachelor Degree Program:
November 19, 2004 -- Talked with Dr. William Newmann at Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, after reading a press release on the hiring of William Parrish (formerly of DHS) to work on this program.  Program development is underway and Dr. Newmann agreed that the time is right to have a description of this initiative drafted for upload to "The College List" on the Project website.  Went through several components of the EM HiEd Project website that might be helpful in this initiative and noted the upcoming June 7-9, 2005 EM HiEd Conference here at EMI.  Expect that within about a week or two we will have a program description on The College List.  In the meantime, for information, Dr. Newmann can be reached at:  wnewmann@vcc.edu.
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On March 1, 2003, FEMA became part of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. FEMA's continuing mission within the new department is to lead the effort to prepare the nation for all hazards and effectively manage federal response and recovery efforts following any national incident. FEMA also initiates proactive mitigation activities, trains first responders, and manages the National Flood Insurance Program and the U.S. Fire Administration.

