This is a message from the Department of Homeland Security/U.S. Fire Administration/Emergency Management Institute/Higher Education Project. If you have any questions, please contact Barbara L. Johnson at Barbara.l.johnson@dhs.gov
November 1-5, 2004 FEMA EM Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  Boston University, Metropolitan College--New On-Line Graduate Certificate in Emergency Management & Organizational Continuity:

November 2, 2004 -- Thanks to Bob Archila, FEMA Region 1, for passing along an email received from Heidi Hayes, Inquiry and Response Coordinator at Boston University's Metropolitan College, announcing the January, 2005 roll-out of their new on-line Graduate Certificate in Emergency Management and Organizational Continuity -- a four-course program that "will provide students with the skills, knowledge, and management perspective necessary to plan and successfully react to operational disruptions in public and private organizations of all sizes.  Went to the URL noted in the email for course descriptions -- http://www.bu.edu/disted/online/online_certificate_emergency_management.html# -- (1) The Social and Psychological Elements of Workforce Disruption, (2) Introduction to Organizational Risk and Crisis Management in Both Public and Private Enterprise, (3) Public Emergency Management:  Structure, Systems, and Goals, and (4) System Wide Compliance, Planning, and Strategy for Emergency Management.  For additional information, Heidi Hayes can be reached at:  hhayes@bu.edu

November 3, 2004 -- Talked with Dr. John Ebersole, Dean, Division of Extended Education at Boston University, and the person responsible for getting this initiative going.  Dr. Ebersole noted that not only has a stand-alone on-line Emergency Management & Organizational Continuity Certificate been approved, but the same four courses that support this certificate can be used as a Concentration in Emergency Management & Organizational Continuity within the Masters of Science in Management Degree -- starting this January.  For additional information, Dean Ebersole can be reached at:  jeber@bu.edu

(2)  Coastal Hazards Management -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project:
November 1, 2004 -- Received from the course development team a new 14-page Course Outline and a first cut at Session 24, "Mitigation Defined," by lead course developer Professor David Brower, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill -- forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project homepage -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under development subsection -- where they should be accessible shortly.

(3)  Daniel Webster College, Nashua, NH -- Investigating Development of a Homeland Security Bachelor Degree:
November 4, 2004 -- Talked with Michael Fishbein, Dean and Vice President for Academic Affairs at Daniel Webster College, about his interest in investigating the development of a Bachelor Degree in Homeland Security.  Promised to send our CD ROM of Homeland Security-related training courses and discussed several areas of the Project website that might be helpful in his investigation.  For additional information, Dean Fishbein can be reached at:  fishbein@dwc.edu.

(4)  Hazard & Risk Science Review 2004:
November 3, 2004 -- Thanks to the Natural Hazards Observer (Vol. XXIX, No. 2, November 2004), found out about this new annual publication:

Hazard & Risk Science Review 2004. 2004. 38 pp. Available free online from the Benfield Hazard Research Centre, Department of Earth Sciences, University College London, 136 Gower Street, London, WC1E 6BT UK; +44 (0)20 7679 3637; e-mail: info@benfieldhrc.org; Downloadable from:

 http://benfieldhrc.com/SiteRoot/activities/hrsr/hrsr2004_web.pdf.  From the "Executive Summary Introduction:"

"Every year, thousands of scientific papers addressing natural hazards, the processes and mechanisms that drive them, and their impacts and ramifications, are published in hundreds of journal and e-journals. Many of these papers contain information that is of direct relevance and considerable importance to the insurance market, but which may take several years to filter down from academia to the business world. The Hazard & Risk Science Review is designed to accelerate this process by drawing attention to new and pertinent research results.  The summary text is intended to provide an introduction to the original work and its authors, by setting the science in a broader context and in some cased directly indicating its potential relevance to our business. 

In that colleges and universities with emergency management programs represent one of the best opportunities to bring disaster research findings to current and future emergency management personnel, this Hazard & Risk Science Review really should be viewed as a must read by all faculty teaching within these programs.

(5)  Historic Disasters and Evolution of Emergency Management in the US:
November 1, 2004 -- Claire Rubin notes that I got her email address wrong in the activity report last week and, in that she would like to hear from people interested in her investigation, asked if I would repeat the item with the correct email address -- pasted in below and corrected:

October 27, 2004 -- Attended meeting organized by disaster researcher, Claire Rubin to investigate the structure of a possible book roughly on the topic of "Historic Disasters and the Evolution of US Emergency Management."  This investigation is being funded by the Public Entity Risk Institute.  The working group of about 10 participants agreed that there seemed to be a need and market for such a book and that the most likely audience would be students within emergency management and related collegiate programs -- most specifically Introduction to Emergency Management (and related) courses.  Discussed the pros and cons of various approaches to putting such a book together -- such as writing a book from scratch (my preference) or putting together an anthology of already printed articles and report sections.  Also discussed various subject content options such as one that would include some description of a variety of American and international disasters (Lisbon Earthquake of 1756 for example), or an approach that would include only those U.S. disasters that led to rather direct developments within the evolution emergency management and its immediate predecessor, civil defense (my preference).  For additional information, Claire Rubin can be reached at:  cbrubin@comcast.net or cbrubin@gwu.edu

(6)  International Association of Emergency Managers Bulletin (Vol. 21, No. 10, October 2004):
November 4, 2004 -- Two items of particular note from the October issue (from my vantage point):  (1) the article "Eye on Education" by Craig Marks, Director, Community Preparedness and Disaster Management Program, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, School of Public Health, and (2) New Memberships -- emergency management students and faculty comprised 11 or 91 new members (August 16-September 15) -- or 12%.  Recommend to all taking or teaching collegiate emergency management courses to join the IAEM and thus receive the IAEM Bulletin.  Information can be found at:  www.iaem.com
(7)  Kean University, Kean, NJ: -- Graduate-Level Emergency Management Certificate Program:
November 3, 2004 -- Talked with Dr. Morgan Laury, Professor and Director of the Masters of Public Administration Program at Kean University, who noted that a Certificate in Emergency Management began last Spring Semester -- with a focus on first responders, though Kean students are eligible to take these courses as well as electives (as opposed to an MPA Concentration -- which might be a good idea).  The certificate consists of five 3-credit courses:

Introduction to Emergency Management

Crisis Communication In The Public Sector

Intelligence Gathering

Terrorism, Preparedness and Society

Bio-Terrorism and Public Health Policy

The program went well last semester and these courses are being taught this semester and are scheduled for next semester.  Have asked the Project Assistant to contact Dr. Laury in order to develop a description of this program for The College List on the Project home-page.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. Laury can be reached at:  mlaury@kean.edu

(8)  Massachusetts Maritime Academy -- Proposal to Develop BS and MS in Emergency Management:
November 2, 2004 – Talked with Dean Eileen M. Milanette who was looking for two people to serve as reviewers of their proposal to develop Bachelor and Masters of Science Degrees in Emergency Management.  She hopes to have this process completed quickly so that the proposals can go to the Massachusetts Board of Higher Education before Christmas for action.  Made several recommendations.  Asked the Project Assistant to get in touch for additional information with which to draft a “write-up” for posting to the “Programs Under Investigation/Development” section of The College List on the Project home-page.
(9)  Natural Hazards Observer (Natural Hazards Research and Information Center, University of Colorado at Boulder) -- November Issue Available:
November 3, 2004 -- Received the electronic version of the Natural Hazards Observer (Vol. XXIX, No. 2), accessible free of charge at:  http://www.colorado.edu/hazards/o/nov04/
In my opinion, this periodical is one of the must reads in the field and discipline of emergency management.  If the reader does not already subscribe, now is the time.

(10)  Onondaga Community College, Syracuse, NY -- Has Implemented New AAS in Emergency Management Degree:
November 4, 2004 -- While updating the College List, Barbara Johnson, the Project Assistant, discovered that Onondaga Community College began their Associate of Applied Science Degree in Emergency Management this past January.  Will make the necessary changes to the description of this program found in the "Programs Being Proposed or Investigated" section of the College List and move the description over to the Emergency Management Associate Degree section.  Offered out of the Department of Public Safety, this program is offered both on campus and distance learning.  For additional information not found in the College List "write-up," would suggest contacting Philip Politano at:  politanp@mail.sunyocc.edu.

(11)  Reputation and Federal Emergency Preparedness Agencies, 1948-2003:
November 3, 2004 -- After learning from Claire Rubin at the "Historic Disasters and Evolution of Emergency Management" meeting last week (noted above) of the existence of a paper on "Reputation and Federal Emergency Preparedness Agencies, 1948-2003," by Patrick S. Roberts, Department of Politics, University of Virginia, which was prepared for delivery at the 2004 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, September 2-5, 2004, I contacted Mr. Roberts and requested a copy.  After reviewing this 38-page document I contacted Mr. Roberts again and requested permission to post his paper on the Project home-page -- Articles, Papers and Presentations section -- which he graciously provided.  Forwarded the paper for upload to the Project home-page where it should be accessible shortly.  The paper's abstract states:

What caused the Federal Emergency Management Agency to go from being threatened with extinction to becoming one of the most popular agencies in government?  FEMA developed a reputation both for anticipating the needs of politicians and the public and for efficiently satisfying those needs.  I locate the root of reputation for a contemporary agency in a connection to a profession which helps hone a few core tasks and a single mission, in the development of a bureaucratic entrepreneur, and, finally, in a connection to the president, Congress and the public.

I think that this paper could be drawn upon by a professor or used as student homework reading in a variety of emergency management college courses -- certainly within Introduction to Emergency Management type courses.

(12)  Wilson Technical Community College, Wilson, NC -- Investigating Development of an Emergency Management Program:
November 4, 2004 -- Talked with Roy S. Spell, Fire and Rescue Training Coordinator at Wilson Technical Community College, concerning his interest in investigating the development of an emergency management program at WTCC.  Agreed to mail him CD ROMS of EMI training courses to support AD level EM programs and NETC developed homeland security related courses.  For additional information, Mr. Spell can be reached at (252) 246-1372.
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http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu
On March 1, 2003, FEMA became part of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. FEMA's continuing mission within the new department is to lead the effort to prepare the nation for all hazards and effectively manage federal response and recovery efforts following any national incident. FEMA also initiates proactive mitigation activities, trains first responders, and manages the National Flood Insurance Program and the U.S. Fire Administration.

