May 20-21, 2004 FEMA EM Higher Ed Project Activity Report

1)  Arkansas Tech University -- Faculty Positions:
May 20, 2004 -- Received from Dr. Mary Ann Rollans, Dean, Arkansas Tech University, School of Community Education, an announcement of two emergency management related positions at ATU -- an assistant professor position and a technology specialist.  Forwarded the announcement to the EM HiEd List Serve and to the EMI Webmaster for posting within the "EM Faculty Positions" section of the EM HiEd Project web-site.  For additional information, Dr. Rollans can be reached at:  maryann.rollans@mail.atu.edu.  Dr. Rollans will be attending the June 8-10 EM HiEd Conference.

(2)  Disaster Response Operations and Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
May 20, 2004 -- Received for review from course developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, a 2nd draft of Session 23, "Critical Incident Stress Management."  

(3)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 8-10, 2004, Emmitsburg Maryland:
May 20, 2004 --Received email from Jill Garcia, one of the participants on the Emergency Management Students Panel -- noting that this groups survey of emergency management students has now been closed so that results can be tabulated for presentation at the conference -- and noting that 455 students from 51 schools and 10 countries responded.  Great response -- compare to response from faculty and administrators with "emergency management" programs on their campuses noted in the last item!

May 20, 2004 -- Received from Dr. John Pine, Louisiana State University, a copy of a paper developed for the Emergency Management Theory Breakout Session -- entitled "Perspectives on the State and Nature of Emergency Management Theory."  The paper was forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the "Pre-Conference Papers" section in the Conference box at the top of the EM HiEd Project homepage.

May 20, 2004 -- Received from Suzanne Frew a description of her Breakout Session on "Integrating Cross-Cultural Theory into Emergency Management Practice."  Copied into the latest draft agenda forwarded to webmaster for upload to the website.

May 21, 2004 -- Talked with Dr. Richard Sylves, Department of Political Science, University of Delaware, who agreed to participate as a panelist during the Emergency Management Theory Breakout Session.

May 21, 2004 -- The NETC Admissions Office informs me that the tally for the conference thus far is 176 processed applications.  Made several modest modifications to the agenda and forwarded to EMI Webmaster to replace version on the EM HiEd Project web-site -- http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
(4)  Emergency Management Textbook Development Project:
May 20, 2004 -- Received for review from lead textbook developer, Dr. Michael Lindell, Texas A&M University, Chapter 4, "Risk Perception and Communication" (69 pages).

(5)  Film/Video Project:
May 21, 2004 -- Received communication from Procurement Office that they had just accepted a proposal from Richard Webber at the University of North Texas to develop a set of materials (documents, DVD) for the EM HiEd Project on hazard, disaster and emergency management related films and videos that could be drawn upon in college classrooms (and training courses and other venues as well I would think).  Now seeing if arrangements can be made for a presentation on this project during the June 8-10, 2004 EM HiEd Conference.  Thanks to the FEMA HQ Mitigation Division for contributing funds to help make this happen -- particularly Dorothy Andrake. 

(6)  Hazards Risk Management Case Studies Textbook  Development Project:
May 21, 2004 -- Received funding paperwork from the Corps of Engineers (thank you Ed Hecker).  Have instituted a reprogramming of EM HiEd funds from the Conference Support fund to replace the set-aside matching funds pulled to contribute to the USFA budget "shortfall" two weeks back.  The contract package should now be able to move over to the Procurement Office for action for an FY 2004 award.

(7)  IAEM Bulletin Special Focus Issue on Emergency Management Education, Part I:
May 21, 2004 -- Received an electronic copy of  the IAEM (International Association of Emergency Managers) Bulletin Special Focus Issue (May 2004, Vol. 21, No. 5).  Contains a variety of short pieces on EM education and higher education.  To get the IAEM Bulletin one needs to join the IAEM -- which I recommend -- by going to:  http://www.iaem.com/index.shtml  In the meantime, Beth Armstrong, the IAEM Executive Director, has graciously granted permission to us to upload this Special Focus Issue to the EM HiEd website.  Forwarded file to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the website -- Papers, Articles, Presentations section -- where it should be accessible soon.

(8)  Journal of Emergency Management:

May 21, 2004 -- Received Spring 2004 issue (Vol. 2, No. 2).  Some of the articles:

William David Brown. "Volunteer Coordination Centers:  Building Community Response Capacity"

Richard Besserman, et al.  "Disconnects Between Expectations and Deliverables Among Emergency Responders"

David McEntire.  "Tenets of Vulnerability:  An Assessment of a Fundamental Disaster Concept"

Neil Simon.  "Living In The 'New Normal'"

Joseph St. Cyr.  "Hazardous Materials and Emergency Management:  A Primer on Hazmat Law"

For information or to subscribe, go to:  http://www.emergencymanagementjournal.com
(9)  9/11 Commission Staff Report:
May 20, 2004 -- Received the following URL to follow to go to the "Emergency Preparedness and Response Staff Statement No. 13," for the members of the 9/11 Commission -- presenting "preliminary findings regarding the emergency response in New York City on September 11, 2001."  http://www.9-11commission.gov/hearings/hearing11/staff_statement_13.pdf
(10)  Survey of Colleges and Universities with "Emergency Management" Programs (Degrees, Certificates, Concentrations):
May 20, 2004 -- Received from Dr. Henry Fischer, Millersville University of Pennsylvania, rather disappointing news that only 26 of 112 schools with "emergency management" programs that he is attempting to survey had provided a response -- and most of those without identifying the responding school.  Sought and passed on to this List Serve a message from Dr. Fischer appealing for the return of completed surveys so that, amongst other reasons, his presentation on this subject at the June 8-10, 2004 EM HiEd Conference will be more representative.  For those of you with an EM program who have not completed the survey and can't put your hands on the one sent (or perhaps didn't receive one), would you please contact Dr. Fischer at  Hank.Fischer@millersville.edu.  He will email you the survey ASAP.

