May 10-14, 2004 FEMA EM Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  Coastal Hazards Management -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project:
May 11, 2004 -- Received for review from Professor John J. Bruno, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, text for Session 2, "Rocky Shores," and Power Point slides for Session 3, "Sandy Shores."

(2)  Disaster Response Operations and Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
May 13-14, 2004 -- Reviewed Session 23, "Critical Incident Stress Management," and provided review comments to course developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas.  From the Session Scope statement:

In the following session, the professor explores the nature of psychological disturbances that result from devastating emergency and disaster situations.  Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)/Critical Incident Stress (CIS) is defined and a discussion about why it occurs takes place.  The session illustrates that both victims and responders may become victims of PTSD/CIS.  After identifying the typical symptoms of PTSD/CIS, the session concludes with an explanation of what can be done to effectively deal with those who are suffering from this condition.   

The draft session was forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection, where it should be accessible shortly.

(3)  Emergency Management For Native Americans:
May 13, 2004 -- Reviewed 25-page (not including Power Point slides) draft session on "Emergency Management For Native Americans," prepared by Larry Carlson of United Tribes Technical College, Bismarck, North Dakota.  This session is intended as a supplement to the existing "Social Vulnerability Approach to Disasters" upper division college course downloadable from the EM HiEd Project website-  Free College Courses Section, Completed Courses subsection.  After some minor edits are made this new session will be added as the 45th, under the heading of "Additional Materials."  From the Session Scope statement:

This session stresses the significance of culture when working with Native Americans in an attempt to deal more successfully with disasters.   Such an understanding is an important aspect of any Social Vulnerability Analysis. In particular, the session stresses the importance of considering the traditional Native American view about the environment in light of modern scientific and technological advances, noting the positive contributions as well as limitations that such a view provides.  

In particular, the session asks what assumptions Native Americans have generally made in the past about nature, time, technology, people, and society.  The extent to which ancestral beliefs, based largely upon mythology and natural religion, have persisted into present times is a relevant issue for those wishing to take cultural assumptions into account when working with Native Americans.  Finally, the session offers practical steps towards the development of culturally sensitive emergency management strategies

For additional information, Larry Carlson can be reached at:  lcarlson@uttc.edu.

(4)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 8-10, 2004, Emmitsburg MD:
May 10, 2004 -- Talked with Pete Vogel in the Distance Learning Branch about video taping short interviews with a small number of participants who will be attending the Conference.  He can tape, edit and place on a delivery medium such as DVD.  Also talked with Jennifer Wilson of North Dakota State University, who communicated with me after reading last week's Activity Report on this item and noted that she and a couple of NDSU students who are planning on attending the conference would be interested in participating in this project.  The plan is to come up with something like a DVD of short interview "sound bites" that could be culled to support college emergency management courses.

May 11, 2004 -- Reviewed proposals from Dr. Jennifer Wilson, Co-Director of the Emergency Management Program at North Dakota State University, to (1) work with EMI staff to arrange video-taped interviews at the Conference, to conduct the interviews and to draft a report on this activity, and (2) to conduct a survey of all schools with a Hazard, Disaster, Emergency Management program at the graduate level on the top 50 books graduate emergency management students ought to read, and to provide a report of findings.  Asked Project Assistant to draw up the necessary paperwork to fund both projects.

May 12, 2004 -- Communicated with several academics with emergency management programs on their campus seeking facilitators for the remaining breakout sessions without facilitators.  The following graciously agreed to facilitate:

Dr. Nancy Grant and Dr. David Hoover, Co-Directors of the Center for Emergency Management and Homeland Security, University of Akron (Ohio) -- the Disaster/Emergency Management Core Functions and Competencies Breakout Session (Bachelor Level)

Dr. Mick Maurer, Director of the Master of Public Administration Degree in Emergency Management at Metropolitan College of New York (NYC) -- the Disaster/Emergency Management Core Curriculum Breakout Session (Graduate Level)

Dr. Danny Peterson, Director, Bachelor of Applied Science Degree in Emergency Management at Arizona State University-East, Mesa, AZ -- the Disaster/Emergency Management Core Curriculum Breakout Session -- Bachelor Level.

May 13, 2004 -- Talked with Mike Slingluff, President of the Maryland Disaster Recovery Association, in an effort to identify a good private sector panelist for the Professional Emergency Manager panel -- thus far all public sector representatives.  The prospects look good for a MADRA rep.

May 14, 2004 -- Talked with Josh Batkin, Acting Director of the FEMA International Affairs office on the status of international participation -- not large, but larger than in previous years.  If scheduling permits Josh would like to drive up, perhaps with an OFDA representative, to participate in the International Disaster Management Panel - June 8th.  A large UK delegation will be visiting FEMA HQ that day so this might not be possible.

May 14, 2004 -- The NETC Admissions Office tells us that they have processed 164 applications and that several await processing or clearance (if international).  

A reminder to all participants who have not already submitted a "Participant Profile" -- would you please submit one to myself or Barbara Johnson at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov -- provided some background information as well as some thought on why you are attending and/or what you would like to accomplish or get out of the conference.  We are posting these Participant Profiles on the EM HiEd Project website -- in the Conference box at the top of the homepage.

The previous draft agenda in the Conference box was replaced with a newer one this week -- and there will be another draft posted next week no doubt.

(5)  Natural Disasters Costs Money -- Yours:
May 10, 2004 -- That was the title of a Philadelphia Inquirer article by columnist Anthony R. Wood -- with the subtitle "Government Needs To Plan For and Prevent more Storm Losses."

"Between now and November you will hear the presidential rivals talk endlessly about holding the line on spending.  One thing you won't hear, however, is either nominee talking about holding the line n disaster spending.

No politician ever lost an election because he or she showed up at the site of a tornado, hurricane or flood with a check.  In the aftermath of such tragedy, and in the natural sympathy generated for the victims, it is easy to forget that the politician is handing over our money.

The disaster business keeps booming -- no matter what the rest of the economy is doing.  In the 1990's, the Federal Emergency Management Agency spent almost $27 billion in outright disaster relief.  On an annual basis, that's about 50 times what it was hading out in the 1950's, tweaked for inflation.  In other words, all of us - babies and seniors included - have been kicking in about $10 apiece every year for disaster aid.

Weather-wise, the United States is a wild place with a vulnerable coastline, flood-prone rivers and streams, and the busiest tornado corridor in the world.  Far more than nature, however, the disaster boom has been driven by political generosity, lax FEMA regulations, and unprecedented development, some of it questionable.   In the last 30 years, Harm's Way has become a favorite vacation destination."

(6)  Witt Interview in Emergency Preparedness News, Vol. 28, No. 8, April 20, 2004, pgs. 57-58:

May 11, 2004 -- Might want to check out this issue and the  article entitled  "'Minimized' FEMA Threatens Response: Restore Status, Warns Former Director," based on an EPN interview with the former FEMA Director, James Lee Witt, included quotes from recent Congressional testimony and reports:

"The changes made since 9/11 by the Bush administration to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 'have minimized its capability greatly' and threaten the agency's ability to respond adequately to disasters, according to James Lee Witt, former FEMA director....

"I'm not trying to be critical,' Witt told EPN.  'I'm just very concerned that FEMA has been so minimized within the circle of DHS that it's losing the capability to respond to assist state and local responders.'....

He told the House Government Reform Subcommittee on National Security, Emerging Threats and International Relations that the administration's budget cuts and demotion of FEMA from its position as an independent agency with Cabinet status is taking its toll on a successful all-hazards approach....Witt warned that DHS seems to be diluting FEMA's all-hazards mission in a bureaucracy 'whose main and seemingly only focus is fighting terrorism.  While the likelihood of another terrorist attack on our land may be inevitable, it is an absolute certainty that our country will experience more natural disasters, and there is no question that some will be catastrophic.'  

He lamented that FEMA 'is two or three layers below Secretary Ridge now.'  Not only are decisions handed down from above, but 'public affairs and congressional affairs are affected by the layers,' short-circuiting communication....

A recent background report by the House Transportation and Infrastructure emergency management subcommittee noted that at the creation of DHS, those involved in first response were skeptical about placing preparedness grant distribution and emergency management in two different organizations.  Responders' fears about inefficiencies and inconsistencies in policy 'have borne out as the Emergency Preparedness and Response Directorate (management) continues to pursue an All-Hazards response system, while the Office of Domestic Preparedness (grant distribution) continues to focus its efforts on preparing for terrorism,' said the report.  It also noted that the administration has ignored congressional intent by placing a 25 percent cap on how much of Emergency Management Performance Grants (EMPG) can be spent on personnel costs.  EMPGs 'were created to support planning, a salary intensive activity,' said the report.  The cap 'could result in a 60 percent reduction in professional emergency management positions.'....

Witt...suggested several measures to preserve an effective federal all-hazards response capability:

· Restore FEMA as an independent agency reporting directly to the president, but working with DHS to coordinate federal response and consequence management.

· Place emergency grants and management in the same organization.

· Restore funding for management and response grants, including dollars for medical teams, the Emergency Management Institute, and the National Fire Administration.

EPN notes that the website address for the House National Security Subcommittee noted above is:  http://reform.house.gov; and that for the House Transportation Committee is:  http://www.house.gov/transportation
