March 8-12. 04 FEMA EM Higher Ed Activity Report

(1)  American Public University System – New Emergency and Disaster Management BA Program:
March 8, 2004 – Received news from Robert Jaffin, Chair, Public Sector and Critical Infrastructure Studies Department at APUS, that the school has just received approval for its proposal to implement a BA in Emergency and Disaster Management, in addition to the APUS Masters and graduate certificate in Emergency and Disaster Management.  Courses are now available via distance learning.  We will soon be uploading a description of the new BA to The College List.  In the meantime, additional information can be accessed at the APUS website – http://www.apus.edu.  This makes for the 111th active hazard, disaster, emergency management program at a U.S. institution of higher education, and the 5th new program since the beginning of the 2004 calendar year.

(2)  Breaking the Disaster Cycle – Future Directions in Natural Hazard Mitigation – Graduate Course Development Project:
March 8, 2004 – Received from lead course developer, Dr. David Godschalk, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, a CD ROM of the complete final draft course – incorporating changes agreed upon during the course review process.  Provided the CD ROM to Admin Support for duplication and to produce a paper copy to be reviewed by me to determine if all review comments have been adequately addressed and that agreed upon changes have been made.  If all goes well with this review, then the course will be uploaded to the EM HiEd Project website section -- Free College Courses, “Courses Completed” subsection.

(3)  Climate Change and National Security:
March 11, 2004 – Received the About Weather Newsletter today and learned about an October 23, 2003 report prepared by professional futurists for the Department of Defense entitled “An Abrupt Climate Change Scenario and Its Implications for United States National Security,” by Peter Schwartz and Doug Randall, and made publicly available in late February.  The authors state in their preface that:

The purpose of this report is to imagine the unthinkable – to push the boundaries of current research on climate change so we may better understand the potential implications on United States national security….

We have created a climate change scenario that although not the most likely, is plausible, and would challenge United States national security in ways that should be considered immediately.

From the Executive Summary:

There is substantial evidence to indicate that significant global warming will occur during the 21st century.  Because changes have been gradual so far, and are projected to be similarly gradual in the future, the effects of global warming have the potential to be manageable for most nations.  Recent research, however, suggests that there is a possibility that this gradual global warming could lead to a relatively abrupt slowing of the ocean’s thermohaline conveyor, which could lead to harsher winter weather conditions, sharply reduced soil moisture, and more intense winds in certain regions that currently provide a significant fraction of the world’s food production.  With inadequate preparation, the result could be a significant drop in the human carrying capacity of the Earth’s environment.

Just a couple of a long list of possible futures:

By 2007 violent storms could make large parts of the Netherlands uninhabitable and lead to a breach in the aqueduct system in California that supplies all water to southern California.

Europe and the US could become virtual fortresses trying to keep out millions of migrants whose homelands have been wiped out by rising sea levels or made unfarmable by drought.  Catastrophic shortages of potable water and energy could lead to widespread war by 2020.

The report can be accessed from:  http://www.ems.org/climate/pentagon_climate_change.html
There have been several newspaper articles on this report.  One, entitled “Global Warming:  Bigger Threat Than Terrorism,” The News International, March 2nd, notes in a related news item, that “Sir David King, Chief Scientist in British Prime Minister Tony Blair’s government, has said that global warming is a greater threat to the world’s long term security than terrorism.”  This article can be accessed at:  http://jang.com.pk/thenews/mar2004-daily/02-03-2004/world/w8.htm
(4)  Department of Homeland (and FEMA) Strategic Plan:
March 8, 2004 -- Received a March 3, 2004 memorandum to all FEMA employees from Emergency Preparedness and Response Under Secretary Michael Brown, noting that the Department of Homeland Security had released (February 24, 2004) it's Strategic Plan.  In the Michael Brown memo it is noted that:

"The DHS Strategic Plan outlines how the Department will fulfill its vital mission to secure our homeland through seven broad goals:  Awareness; Prevention, Protection; Response; Recovery; Service and Organizational Excellence.  The following three goals and several accompanying objectives specifically cover our mission.

Protection:  Safeguard our people and their freedoms, critical infrastructure, property and the economy of our Nation from acts of terrorism, natural disasters, or other emergencies.

Response:  Lead, manage and coordinate the national response to acts of terrorism, natural disasters, or other emergencies.

Recovery:  Lead national, state, local and private sector efforts to restore services and rebuild communities after acts of terrorism, natural disasters, or other emergencies."

(4)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 8-10, 2004, Emergency Management Institute, Emmitsburg, MD:
March 9, 2004 – Received from Dr. John Pine, LSU, and the lead developer of the Hazards Mapping and Modeling College Course, an abstract of his breakout session on this course development project at the conference – posted within the Conference Topics document and forwarded to the EMI Webmaster to update that document on the EM HiEd website.

(5)  Floodplain Management – Graduate Course Development Project:
March 8, 2004 – Reviewed Session 2, “Module Introduction & Effects of Tectonics, Glaciation & Geology on Stream Systems (The Production of Sediment)” (Module 2), by Dr. Donald Reichmuth, and provided review comments to lead course developer, Bob Freitag, University of Washington.  

March 9, 2004 – Reviewed Session 8, “Introduction to Ecological Principles and Ecoregions,” by Dr. Susan Bolton and provided review comments to Bob Freitag.  From Session Scope statement:

During this session, the instructor explains ecological principles with special emphasis on how they apply to floodplains and rivers. The concepts of unidirectional energy flow and nutrient cycling are discussed. The general ecologically functional categories of organisms (producers, consumers, decomposers) are presented. Criteria that are used to identify broadly defined ecoregions are discussed and students learn how to identify the ecoregion in which they live and work. Methods to discover an area's land cover, land use, climate and general watershed and floodplain condition are explained. As an exercise, students search for information that relates to their watershed, floodplain and river of interest. 

Reviewed Session 21, “Policy History:  Rivers as a Legal Battleground,” by Elliott Mittler, and provided review comments to Bob Freitag.

March 10, 2004 – Reviewed Session 15, “What Are Hazards?” by Larry A. Larson and Rod E. Emmer, and provided review comments to Bob Frietag.  From the session Scope statement:

This session begins a six-session module that discusses hazards, risks, and the current and future human development impacts on these issues. Session 15 teaches basic hazard terminology, gives students the ability to identify and map flood hazards, and to differentiate among hazards to the natural system and those that are hazards to human development. The concept of hazard probability will be discussed and related to the positive and negative impacts to the natural system. At the end of this session, students will work together in teams to prepare a general hazard assessment, and correctly use hazard terminology in their reporting.

These working draft sessions were forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- “Free College Courses” section – Courses Under Development subsection, where they should be accessible shortly.

(6)  Homeland Security and Emergency Management Short Course (15 contact hours) Development Project (Upper Division/Graduate-Level):
March 11, 2004 – Completed review of Session 1, “Introduction and Orientation,” by Dr. William Waugh, Jr., Georgia Sate University, and provided review comments back to Dr. Waugh, the lead course developer.  From the Course Overview statement:

This is an advanced undergraduate/graduate level course in Homeland Security and Emergency Management.  The focus is on U.S. policies and programs to address the hazards posed by international and domestic terrorism since the attacks on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon on September 11, 2001, particularly the risks associated with “weapons of mass destruction.”  The connection between the nation’s Homeland Security programs adopted in response to the September 11th attacks and its traditional emergency management programs developed over the last quarter century largely in response to natural and technological disasters, is a central element in the discussion.

From the session Scope statement:

Introduction of professor and students; review of course objectives and content; discussion of student assignments and course requirements.  Definitions of Homeland Security, terrorism, international and domestic terrorism, and weapons of mass destruction.  Brief overview of domestic and international terrorist threats to the U.S. violence to encourage students to begin thinking about the threat of terrorism, particularly the threats posed by so-called “weapons of mass destruction” and the changes that have taken place since the attacks on September 11, 2001.  Brief overview of U.S. policy regarding domestic and international terrorism prior to September 2001.  Overview of the major intergovernmental issues that arise in dealing with the threat and incidence of terrorist violence in the U.S.

The session was forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project web-site – Free College Courses section – Courses Under Development subsection.

(7)  Homeland Security-Related Training Courses CD ROM:
March 10, 2004 – Received news that a small batch of CD ROMS are now available and can be ordered through the Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  A listing and very brief description of the training courses found on the CD ROM has been provided to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website – Training Courses To Support Associate Degrees in Emer. Mgmt. section, which will be retitled “Training Courses To Support Associate Degrees in Emer. Mgmt. and Homeland Security.”  The courses found on the CD ROM were produced at FEMA’s National Emergency Training Center by the Emergency Management Institute and the National Fire Academy (independently of each other).

(8)  Sonoma College, San Francisco and Petaluma:
March 11, 2004 – Received email from Dr. John Hendrickson, Program Director, Administration of Justice and Homeland Security, Sonoma College, noting that his school offered both an Associate of Applied Science in Homeland Security Degree and a stand-alone Homeland Security Certificate, and asking if we had any materials that might be of assistance in the Sonoma College program.  Provided a copy of the new Homeland Security Related Training Courses CD ROM and recommended seeking to attend the EM HiEd Conference June 8-10.  The Sonoma College program focuses on criminal justice but also serves other first responder communities.  Asked for additional information which would allow for the production of a program description to upload to the Homeland Security section of The College List on the EM HiEd Project web-site.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. Hendrickson can be reached at:  jhendrickson@sonomacollege.com.

(9)  University of North Carolina at Pembroke – New Emergency Management Program Being Proposed:
March 8, 2004 – Received note from Dr. Robert Schneider, Chair, Department of Political Science and Public Administration, that a proposal to develop an Emergency Management Concentration for the existing Masters of Public Administration program at UNC Pembroke, has been approved at the Departmental level and gone up to the next level for action.  In the meantime Dr. Schneider and his colleague, Dan Barbee, have designed the outline for a six-course curriculum and are proceeding with approvals at the Curriculum Committee level.  The curriculum outline envisions courses on:

Introduction To Emergency Management

Hazard Mitigation Principles and Planning

Capstone Seminar in Emergency Management

Private and Public Sector Continuity Planning

Social Dimensions of Disaster and Special Populations

Technological Applications in Emergency Management

An attachment to Dr. Schneider’s note indicates that:

The purpose of this graduate concentration is to provide professional education for in-service and pre-service graduate students in public administration.  This concentration is designed to enhance the capabilities of those currently involved in emergency management and those who aspire to such careers.  Of greater importance, this concentration is designed for ALL public administration professionals whose work is increasingly associated with the many dimensions of emergency management.

Among the administrative professionals who could benefit from a strong foundation in emergency management are:  emergency responders, planners, city managers, human resource directors, finance directors, personnel in traditional disciplines such as law enforcement, fire, EMS, information, technology, risk management, public works, public health, community services, and others.

The Project Assistant will soon be drafting a description of this initiative for upload to The College List on the EM HiEd Project web-site – Programs Being Proposed/Investigated section.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. Schneider can be reached at:  Robert.schneider@uncp.edu.  This will be the 8th initiative to go into the Programs Being Proposed/Investigated section of The College List since the beginning of the 2004 calendar year.

