December 6-10, 2004 FEMA EM Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1) Coastal Hazards Management -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project:

December 6, 2004 -- Reviewed Session 41, "Hazard Mitigation Planning V," by Anna K. Schwab, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and provided comments.  From Session Scope statement:


Session 41 will begin with a discussion and debate among the students regarding the fourth step in the planning process: “Form Interim Conclusions.” The students will then discuss and debate the fifth step, “Establish Values and Goals,” and together the class will create goal statements for the selected coastal community.   The point of these discussions is to get the students thinking about the ultimate purpose behind the mitigation planning process.  
Through lectures and class presentations up to this point, the students have gathered data, conducted analyses, and assembled information regarding the selected coastal community’s vulnerability to natural hazards.  However, it is important for the students to realize that these activities should not be seen as mere academic exercises.  In the “real world,” the planning steps undertaken thus far would lead to some serious consequences for a local government.  
The community would have to decide whether it would be willing to expend the considerable resources necessary to continue with the planning process.  The community would also need to formulate goals, create mitigation policies to 
reach those goals, and commit itself to implementing those policies – an undertaking which can be, and at times probably should be politically contentious. 

Following the class discussion and debate on Steps Four and Five, the remaining class time will be devoted to a lecture on the sixth step in the planning process, “Formulate Mitigation Policies,” based in large part on the assigned reading material:  Keeping Natural Hazards From Becoming Disasters: A Mitigation Planning Guidebook for Local Governments.

Forwarded this draft session to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project web-site -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where it should be accessible shortly.

December 10, 2004 -- Received for review Session 9, "Geological Hazards," by Katherine Eschelback, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

(2) Floodplain Management -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project:

December 10, 2004 -- Received from Bob Freitag, lead course developer, a CD ROM containing Sessions 1-6, 8-12, 15-17, 19-24, 26, 28-30.  Making copies so we can sort out which sessions are new drafts not seen before (and thus need to be reviewed), which sessions are modifications on material provided before that we have not seen (and thus need to be re-reviewed), and which are sessions un-changed from material provided before (and thus do not need to be reviewed again).


(3) University of California at Los Angeles, School of Public Health:

December 8, 2004 -- Received from Dr. Steve Rottman at UCLA electronic copies of five hazards, disasters and what you do about them syllabi for posting to the "Syllabi Compilation" on the Project website -- four new additions and one replacement syllabi:

Bioterrorism:  A Deliberate Public Health Disaster:  "Course Objective:  To recognize the public health significance of biological terrorist events and to identify strategies that public health professionals can use to prevent, detect, and intervene in bioterrorist events in order to prevent morbidity and mortality in the population."

Cooperative Interagency Management in Disasters:  "Course Description:  This 4 unit graduate course will provide students with a broad overview of how different agencies involved in disaster responses work together to handle the impact of mass population emergencies.  Students will be able to identify the role of local, state and federal governments, non-profit and private sector organizations, the media and health care facilities in disaster situations.  The importance of interagency cooperation will be a focus."

Post Disaster Community Health:  "Course Description:  This 4 unit course will provide students with a set of strategies for addressing the impact of public health emergencies on populations both in the United States and abroad.  At the conclusion of this course, students will be able to assess the needs of affected populations and formulate plans to address critical health parameters such as water, sanitation, food, shelter, and surveillance for communicable diseases."

Program Planning in Community Disaster Preparedness:  "Course Overview:  This course is a 4-unit graduate course in Community Health Sciences.  It prepares students to design and evaluate disaster preparedness programs in community settings.  The course combines traditional community health program planning with disaster management in order to develop effective programs for preparing communities for disasters.

Selected Topics in Disaster Relief and Humanitarian Assistance:  "Course Overview and Objectives:  The underlying premise of this course is that mass population emergencies do not fall neatly into any one discipline.  Recognizing that disaster relief necessarily involves professionals from many different fields, selected representative, broad-based topics for this seminar have been selected.  These include an introduction to the physical forces which result in natural disasters, principles of civilian as well as municipal service preparedness and response; the public health effects of disasters; the role of the international community and relief agencies in humanitarian assistance; the delivery of health care to displaced populations; and research methods in the disaster setting."

The syllabi were forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project web-site -- Syllabi Compilation -- where they should be accessible shortly.

(4) University of North Carolina at Pembroke -- New MPA Concentration in Emergency Management:

December 7, 2004 -- Spoke with Dr. Robert Schneider, Chair of the Department of Political Science and Public Administration, who reports that the newly developed 12-hour Concentration in Emergency Management within the Masters in Public Administration will begin this coming January (Spring Semester) with an Introduction to Emergency Management course.  Dr. Schneider also noted that with no advertising other than through the description of this initiative in the "Programs Being Investigated/Developed" section of The College List, 14 students have signed up for the program.  For additional information consult the program description in The College List, or contact Dr. Schneider at:  robert.schneider@uncp.edu

(5)  Terrorism and Disaster Management -- Preparing Healthcare Leaders for the New Reality:

December 9, 2004 -- Having now been able to finish reading this 2004 published book, edited by Joanne McGlown, I recommend it not only for those concerned primarily with the terrorism hazard, or the terrorism hazard from a healthcare perspective -- the book is an important contribution from those points of view.  The book also contains, though, useful more general material -- such as the chapter on "Preparedness Issues for Populations with Special Needs" by Avagene Moore, the chapter on "Disaster Planning for Terrorism" by Jerry Mothershead (which has a good section on risk assessment), and a particularly fine chapter, in my opinion, on "Availability of Disaster Assistance from the Federal Emergency Management Agency," by Ernest B. Abbott (a former FEMA General Counsel).  The book is published by the Health Administration Press, Chicago IL, (312) 424-2800, 343 pages.
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