December 29-30, 2004 FEMA EM Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  Coastal Hazards Management -- Graduate-Level College Course Development
Project: 

December 29, 2004 -- Talked with Professor David Brower, lead developer for
this project, about his recommendation to draft a course session that
relates specifically to the recent Indian Ocean tsunamis, and revising
sessions already developed (the majority) to determine if and where
references or information concerning these events ought to be incorporated.
This would require a time extension to this project -- set to terminate at
the end of February.  I concurred with this recommendation and requested
that a time extension request be drafted and forwarded.

(2)  Disasters, Disciplines and Emergency Management -- College Textbook
Development Project:

December 29, 2004 -- Received for review from lead textbook developer, Dr.
David McEntire, University of North Texas, "The Contributions of Management
Theory and Practice to Emergency Management," by Dr. John Pine, Director of
the Disaster Science and Management Program, Louisiana State University; and
"Research about the Mass Media and Disaster:  Never (Hardly Ever) The Twain
Shall Meet," by Joseph Scanlon, Professor Emeritus and Director, Emergency
Communications Research Unit, Carleton University, Ottawa.

(3)  Emergency and Risk Management Case Studies -- College Textbook
Development Project:

December 29, 2004 -- Received for review from lead textbook developer,
George Haddow of Haddow and Bullock LLC, Chapter 2 on "Preparedness" (60
pages).

(4)  International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters -- November
2004 Edition: 

December 29, 2004 -- Received IJMED Vol. 22, No. 3, November 2004 -- a
Special Issue devoted to "New perspectives on Vulnerability."  The first
article, entitled "A Call for Dynamic Hazard Assessment," by David E.A.
Johnson, strikes me as a useful critique of what I call Hazards Risk
Assessment.  The second article, "Time is of the Essence:  Disasters,
Vulnerability and History," by Greg Bankoff of Coventry University, has much
to do with theories of disaster.  For subscription information one can
contact Dr. Brenda Phillips, IJMED Secretary/Treasurer, at:
brenda.phillips@okstate.edu.  

(5)  International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters -- Article
Compilation for EM HiEd Project:

December 30, 2004 -- Received from Admin Support a four-inch+ stack of the
91 articles pulled from the pages of IJMED from 1983-2003 by Kalish Gupta,
an Emergency Management Doctoral student at North Dakota State University,
under the supervision of Drs. Arthur Oyola-Yemaiel and Jennifer Wilson,
Co-Directors of the NDSU Emergency Management Program -- the compilation of
selected articles was received here last week for review.  Going page by
page through the print-outs of this compilation looking for glitches before
forwarding to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project web-site -- and
found some.  Am about half-way through the more than 1000 pages of articles.

(6)  Introduction to Emergency Management -- College Textbook Development
Project:

December 29, 2004 -- Received from FEMA Procurement Office a request from
the lead textbook developer, Dr. Michael Lindell, Texas A&M University, a
request for a 12-month no-cost time extension for this project, which was
approved.  The time extension is for the production, review and approval of
2nd drafts of the first 15 chapters.  Fifteen of the sixteen chapters of
this textbook are available for download from the Project website -- Free
College Courses and Textbooks section -- fourteen in first draft and the
16th, ("Legal Issues in Emergency Management") in final draft (one chapter
is awaiting upload in first draft).

(7)  North American Tsunamis:

December 29, 2004 -- Received digest of December 28 postings to the
Discussion List of the International Association of Emergency Managers,
containing a short summary of 20th century North American tsunamis, posted
by Joseph Scanlon, Director, Emergency Communications Research Unit,
Carleton University, Ottawa Canada -- pasted in below:

"IAEM Discussion Group: 

North America is no stranger to tsunamis and it seems reasonable to suggest
that if the predicted major earthquake strikes the Vancouver area there will
be substantial damage and loss of life due tsunami. 
 
November 4, 1952
 
An earthquake at Kamchatka, Russia, sent a tsunami across the Pacific. There
was significant flooding at Midway Island where about one metre of water
flooded the streets. The tsunami destroyed boats, knocked down telephone
lines, destroyed piers and caused flooding in Hawaii. in Honolulu harbour,
for example, a cement barge was thrown into a freight. The bride in Hilo Bay
connecting Cocoanut Island to the mainland was lifted up by the wave and
smashed. There was no loss of life in Hawaii. 
 
April 1, 1946
 
An earthquake in the Aleutian Islands led to a tsunami which took more than
165 lives and caused $26 million damage. The tsunami arrived at Hilo five
hours later. There it took 96 lives.
 
November 18, 1929
 
An earthquake, magnitude 7.2, in the Grand Banks off Canada's East Coast led
to a tsunami that hit the Burin Peninsula south of St. John's Newfound two
and one-half hours later. The tsunami travelled at 125 kilometres per hour
and took 28 lives. Waves from that tsunami were recorded at Atlantic City,
New Jersey, Ocean City, Maryland and Charleston, South Carolina.
 
March 9, 1957
 
An earthquake, magnitude , in the Aleutian Islands generated a tsunami that
As with the more powerful Chilean earthquake there was significant damage in
the Hawaiian Islands. Houses were destroyed at Wainiha and Kalihiwai.
Buildings were damaged at Hilo. Once again, the bridge connecting Cocoanut
Island to the mainland was destroyed.
  
May 22, 1960
 
The largest earthquake ever recorded, magnitude 9.4, occurred off the coast
of Chile. It generated tsunami that caused damage up river in Chile, along
the coast of North America as far as Alaska and across the Pacific to
Hawaii. The 10.7 metre wave reached Hilo, Hawaii 14.8 hours later, took 61
lives and led to $64 million damage. An indication of the power of the wave
could be seen in Hilo where parking meters had been bent over until they
were flat along the sidewalks. 
 
March 27, 1964 
 
The 1964 Alaska earthquake was the second largest earthquake ever recorded
(second only to Chile). It generated tsunamis that caused damage all along
the Pacific coast. Some estimates are that 90 per cent of the lives lost
were from tsunamis. The first tsunami hit Seward, Alaska 20 minutes after
the quake. The largest wave height -- 67 metres -- was reported at Shoup Bay
on the Valdez Inlet. The damage from tsunami from estimated at $10 million
in British Columbia, Oregon .7 million (four deaths); California $10
million, 13 deaths. 
 
February 21, 1996
 
There was localized tsunami damage as a result of an earthquake that struck
about 130 kilometres off the coast of Peru. The port of Chimbote had to be
closed for five days." 

December 30, 2004 -- Also on the subject of North American tsunamis, see:

1. An Associated Press article ("Experts:  Tsunami Could Hit West Coast Too
Quickly For Warning") by Joseph B. Verrengia:

"....Scientists say grinding geologic circumstances similar to those in
Sumatra also exist just off the Pacific Northwest coast.  They are a loaded
gun that could trigger a tsunami that could hit Northern California,
Washington, Oregon and British Columbia in minutes - too fast for the
nation's deep-sea tsunami-warning system to help....The danger rests just 50
miles off the West Coast in a 680-mile undersea fault known as the Cascadia
subduction zone that behaves much like one that ruptured off Sumatra."

2.  A Newport News-Times (Oregon) article ("When The Big One Comes - Part 1)
by Joel Gallob, the first of a four-part series on earthquake-caused tsunami
hazards in the Pacific Northwest.
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