December 20-23, 2004 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  COASTAL HAZARDS MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

December 20, 2004 -- Reviewed and commented upon draft Session 43, Hazard Mitigation Planning VII, by Anna K. Schwab of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  From the Session Scope statement:

"Session 43 will begin with a student presentation on the seventh, eighth and ninth steps in the planning process: “Establish Procedures for Monitoring, Evaluating, and Reporting Progress,” “Establish Procedures for Revisions and Updates of the Plan,” and “Adoption,” respectively. The presentation will be followed by a brief class discussion and critique.  

.

The remaining class time will be devoted to a lecture and class discussion on the final phase of the mitigation planning process: “Putting it all Together.” The lecture is based in large part on the assigned reading material:  Keeping Natural Hazards From Becoming Disasters: A Mitigation Planning Guidebook for Local Governments."

December 21, 2004 -- Reviewed Session 9, Geologic Hazards, by Katherine Eschelback, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and provided review comments.  From Session Scope statement:

"Sessions 8 and 9 introduce students to the major natural hazards that can occur both inside and outside of the coastal zone.  Assuming many of the students do not have an extensive background in the earth and physical sciences, the material is very basic.  These sessions discuss the natural processes that contribute to the other major natural hazards, where these hazards occur, the frequency of their occurrence, and the impacts they may have on both the human and the natural environments.  Session 8 and Session 9 are both related to this topic.  Session 8 (Meteorological Hazards) covers the natural processes that contribute to five selected meteorologically driven hazards.  These five hazards include:  tornado, drought, severe thunderstorm, blizzard and wildfire.

Session 9 (Geological Hazards) introduces the natural processes involved in five geologically driven hazards (earthquake, dam failure, landslide, volcano, and sink holes).  Session 9 also addresses the impacts that these hazards may have on both humans and the environment."  

Forwarded both sessions to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where they should be accessible shortly. 

(2)  CUSEC JOURNAL, VOL. 10, NO. 1, SUMMER 2004 (CENTRAL UNITED STATES EARTHQUAKE CONSORTIUM):

December 22, 2004 -- Received Summer edition (!) today and recommend it to a broader audience than those interested in earthquake issues.  Much of this edition is devoted to the subject of building codes and is relevant to a broad range of hazards.  Articles included:

"Building Codes -- Where Do You Stand?"

"Taking the Heat and Realizing the Dream - One City's Perspective"

"How Do Building Codes Help You And Your Community?"

"Building Codes Rule in the Construction of Homes"

Also of interest is an article on the new novel by Sam Penny, as part of the 7.9 Series -- entitled "Broken River" -- which quotes Penny to the effect that:

"I was startled to find that my calculations estimated a damage zone in the central United States of over 300,000 square miles with 60,000 people killed, 300,000 injured, and 8,000,000 homeless should a 7.9 magnitude earthquake strike the New Madrid Fault today.  The dams and levees making up the core of our water control and transportation system would be destroyed."

The article goes on to note that "Our nation could lose as much as 10% of its gross domestic product to this earthquake, enough to plunge it into the worst depression it has ever seen."  

For information on the book and 7.9 series, go to: http://www.the79scenario.com
For information on CUSEC and its Journal, email:  cusec@cusec.org, or call 901-544-3570.

(3)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

December 21, 2004 -- Received for review from lead textbook developer and editor, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas:

"Communication Studies and Emergency Management:  Common Ground, Contributions, and Future Research Opportunities for Two Emerging Disciplines," by Brian K. Richardson and Lori Byers, Department of Communication Studies, University of North Texas

"Social Work and Disasters," by Michael J. Zakour, School of Social Work, Tulane University

Sociology, Disasters and Emergency Management:  History, Contributions, and Future Agenda," by Thomas E. Drabek, John Evans Professor, Emeritus, Department of Sociology and Criminology, University of Denver

"Two Separate Compartments:  Research on the Role of Mass Media in Disaster," by Joseph Scanlon, Professor Emeritus and Director, Emergency Communications Research Unit, Carleton University, Ottawa.

December 22, 2004 -- Reviewed the "Communication Studies and Emergency Management" chapter noted above, provided comments to Dr. McEntire.  From Chapter Abstract:

"This chapter highlights common ground between the Communication Studies and Emergency Management disciplines.  It briefly describes the Communication Studies discipline, and its historical roots.  Then, areas of common ground between the two disciplines are explored.  The chapter also offers areas of Communication Studies inquiry that have informed the study of disaster and emergency processes.  Areas of future research between the two disciplines are discussed before the chapter concludes with recommendations of how to improve the practice and study of emergency management from the perspective of the Communication Studies discipline.  This chapter identifies major opportunities for future research including sensemaking and the importance of narratives in disasters, compliance-gaining and persuasion strategies, and the effects of stressful communication and events on people."

Forwarded Chapter to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses and Textbooks section, where it should be accessible shortly.

(4)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 2004 INTERVIEW VIDEO MATERIAL:

December 22, 2004 -- Received from Dr's Jennifer Wilson and Arthur Oyola-Yemaiel, Co-Directors of the Emergency Management Program at North Dakota State University, 3 DVD's containing video-taped interviews of participants of the June 2004 EM Hi Ed Conference here at EMI.  The EM HiEd Project contracted with Dr's Wilson and Oyola-Yemaiel to conduct and record these interviews at the conference in order to develop material which might be useful in emergency management college courses. The interviewers asked questions such as:

1.
What is the future of emergency management?

2.
What are the obstacles/challenges that emergency management graduates face to enter the workforce?

3.
What is the role of emergency management graduates in the 21st century?

4.
What is the role of emergency management higher education degrees in the professionalization of the field?

5.
How are emergency management degree programs transmitting core competencies to future emergency managers?

We will now work with the EMI Webmaster to determine the best way to put this video material on the Project website so that it can be accessed by all who might wish to use any of it.

(5)  HAZARDS MAPPING AND MODELING -- UPPER DIVISION UPPER DIVISION/GRADUATE LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

December 20, 2004 -- Received for review from lead course developer, Dr. John Pine of Louisiana State University, Session 9, Modeling Wind Hazards, by Dr. Marc Levitan, also of LSU.

December 23, 2004 -- Reviewed draft Session 4, Geographic Information Systems in a Hazards Context, by Andrew Curtis, Department of Geography, LSU, and provided review comments.  Following are the sessional objectives:

Provide basic definitions and concepts of a Geographic Information System (GIS). 

4.1.1
GIS in a Bioterrorism (BT) 

4.1.2
The Enterprise GIS 

4.1.3
Federal Response GIS 

4.1.4
Local Community GIS Objectives in a BT attack 

4.2
Describe GIS data and operations important for a community response 

4.2.1
Spatial data input and manipulations  

4.2.2
1:24,000 Quadrangles, heads-up digitizing and buffering  

4.2.3
Digital Orthophoto Quarter Quadrangles, heads-up digitizing and buffering

4.3
Describe how GIS can be used in social vulnerability mapping

4.3.1
Tiger lines files and address matching 

4.3.2
Political boundaries and socioeconomic data 

4.3.3
Point-in-polygon and spatial aggregation

4.4
Hazard GIS data and its sources 

4.4.1
Elevation Data

4.4.2
Data Sources on the Internet

4.5
Describe how a community would need real-time GIS in a disaster

4.5.1
An Agricultural terrorism example

4.5.2
Mobile technologies: PDA running GIS/GPS

4.5.3
An Anthrax example on a Ranch

4.5.4
Spatial Analysis to find “origins”

Forwarded this session to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website where it should be accessible in the relatively near future.

(6)  INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EMERGENCY MANAGERS BULLETIN:

December 23, 2004 -- Received December 2004 IAEM Bulletin and note several items of interest from an emergency management higher education perspective:

- "From the President" column by incoming IAEM President Dewayne West, Johnston County (NC) Office of Emergency Services, in list of four goals for the coming year -- the second was "Investing in the Future" -- 

"...we must continue to invest in the future of our profession through support of the IAEM Scholarship Program and other professional development opportunities..."

-- From the "Eye on Education" column by Craig Marks, Director of the Community Preparedness and Disaster Preparedness Program at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (School of Public Health):  

"'I've done this job for 30 years...I don't need no book learnin'.  I like that line of reasoning as much as that of the fire chief in my county, who still tells people in 2004, 'There won't be no skirts on my fire trucks...not as long as I'm chief!'  Fortunately, or unfortunately, those with years of EM experience are rapidly closing in on retirement.  The vast majority of professionals who came from fire, law enforcement, civil defense and the military will be departing in the next five to ten years.  A huge paradigm shift is coming, and it involves the 'E' word....disaster is a growth business....To keep pace with the 21st Century reality that is America and the rest of the world, we need to gain academic education instead of relying on attendance at the college of hard knocks....Technology is doubling in capability every few years.  GIS, satellite communications, remote sensors and the 'storm-chasing media' require us to be on our game....We're telling local leaders, and those at the state and federal levels, that here's what it takes to be successful in our profession:  

- A degree in disaster management or a related field.

- Credentialing of the person - CEM.

- Credentialing of the jurisdiction - EMAP.

- Experience with others, as in a professional organization - IAEM....

Just as the day for female firefighters has come for most of the world (except for my county), so has the day for education as a way for advancing professionalism and growing our great mission to save lives and property."

-- From the 2004 IAEM Conference Overview:

"Fugate [Craig Fugate, Director, State of Florida Division of Emergency Management] cautioned, 'Don't let anyone tell you that emergency management is a passing fad.  Don't change your name to DHS... We are always going to be needing you and what you do...."

"According to Mike Brown, Under Secretary, U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security, Emergency Preparedness & Response Directorate, and Director, FEMA, 'if you have any doubt that all hazards is the approach to take, then you are in the wrong field.  When you consider everything that hit Florida, it was nothing less than a terrorist attack on the state.' Brown stressed that FEMA is not going away...."

Two new student chapter charters were presented -- at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and to North Dakota State University.

From the "New IAEM Members" listing:  25 of 79 new members (31.6%) added between October 16 and November 15, 2004 are from colleges and universities - mostly students from:

Arkansas Tech University (14)

Florida State University (1)

George Washington University (3)

Jacksonville State University (1)

Slippery Rock University (1)

University of New Orleans (1)

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (1) University of North Texas (1) University of Washington (1) Walden University (1)

What-a-go Arkansas Tech!

The IAEM Newsletter is free to members of the International Association of Emergency Managers.  Those readers who are not members are encouraged (again) to join -- http://www.iaem.com/
(7)  INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MASS EMERGENCIES AND DISASTERS "BOOK" PROJECT:

December 22, 2004 -- Received from Dr's Jennifer Wilson and Arthur Oyola-Yemaiel, Co-Directors of the Emergency Management Program at North Dakota State University, a CD-ROM containing:  (1) Title Page, (2) Table of Contents, and (3) Compilation of 91 selected articles from the pages of the "International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters" -- published between 1983 and 2002, and categorized by primary, secondary and tertiary subject matter interest.  Thus a given article might have as the primary subject matter "Disaster Planning," a secondary subject of Role and Responsibility of Local Emergency Management, and a tertiary subject of "Mitigation - State and Local."  One will be able to scan the table of contents by author, year, article title, and primary, secondary and tertiary subject matter.  All articles, in PDF format will be, once on the EM HiEd Project website, accessible in full and freely downloadable.

Forwarded CD ROM to the EMI Webmaster for up upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Free College Courses and Textbooks section -- College Books (Ready to Download) subsection, where all the material should be accessible soon.

(8)  MULTIPLE FAIRWAYS: DEVELOPING A STRATEGIC STUDIES PROGRAM FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY:

December 20, 2004 -- Reviewed draft of report on the conference "Charting a Course for Homeland Security Strategic Studies" held at the United States Coast Guard Academy, New London, CN, November 15-18, 2004, and provided comments to  Superintendent.
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