December 13-17, 2004 FEMA EM Higher Education Project Activity Report
(1)  Body of Knowledge Project:

December 13-16, 2005 -- Drafted or otherwise worked on three Statements of Work and micro-purchase work order packages to complete the "Emergency Management Body of Knowledge Project."  From the Statement of Work for these contracts:

"To date there is no established 'body of knowledge' for the profession and developing discipline of emergency management. At the suggestion of Dr. Richard Sylves, University of Delaware, a basic step in developing a consensus on an emergency management body of knowledge would be to develop a reading list of the Top 50 books and other documents that emergency management practitioners should read. Toward that end, the FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project is commissioning the development of a “Top 50” listing of books and other printed documents (articles, reports, studies, manuals, Independent Study courses, plans, standards, laws, regulations) emergency managers ought to read - by funding several key groups of the practitioner and educational communities to conduct surveys of stakeholder groups.  These five efforts are aimed at seeking and documenting each constituencies views; the five are:

•
Emergency Management Practitioners (through the IAEM).

•
Administrators of “Emergency Management” programs at Associate Degree granting institutions of higher education.

•
Administrators of “Emergency Management” programs at the Bachelor Level.

•
Administrators of “Emergency Management” programs at the Graduate Level.

•
Hazard/Disaster Research Centers and Researchers."

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We were able to let "micros" during FY 2004 for the Practitioner, Hazard/Disaster Researcher, and Graduate EM communities.  We are now putting into place "micros" for the BA and AD EM communities, as well as a sixth "micro" to analyze, integrate, and report on the five survey projects at the June 7-9, 2005 Emergency Management Higher Education Conference here at EMI.

(2)  Coastal Hazards Management -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project:

December 17, 2004 -- Reviewed Session 42, "Hazard Mitigation Planning VI," by Anna K. Schwab, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and provided review comments.  From the Session Scope statement:


"Session 42 will begin with a student presentation on the sixth step in the planning process: “Formulate 
Mitigation Policies,” followed by a brief class discussion and critique.  


The remaining class time will be devoted to a lecture on the seventh, eighth and ninth steps in the planning 
process, “Establish Procedures for Monitoring, Evaluating, and Reporting Progress,” “Establish Procedures for 
Revisions and Updates of the Plan,” and “Adoption,” respectively.  This lecture material is based in large part on 
the assigned reading:  Keeping Natural Hazards From Becoming Disasters: A Mitigation Planning Guidebook for Local 
Governments."

Forwarded Session 42 to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where it should be accessible soon.

(3)  College of St. Joseph, Rutland Vermont:

December 15, 2004 -- Talked with Dr. Bill Godair, Chair, Division of Business, who has been tasked by the college administration to investigate the development of some sort of Homeland Security program at St. Joseph.  Took Dr. Godair through a tour of the Project website noting the tabs I thought might be particularly helpful to research in such an investigation.  For additional information, Dr. Godair can be reached at:  bgodair@csj.edu

(4)  Delgado Community College, New Orleans -- Developing Homeland Security & Emergency Management Certificate:

December 15, 2004 -- Patrick Cote, Director of Public Services at Delgado Community College-West Bank, emails to note that their new Introduction to Terrorism course will be taught this next semester -- as a Special Topic while the Delgado proposal to develop a Homeland Security & Emergency Management Program goes through its paces.  This proposal was recently approved by the Louisiana Community and Technical College System.  Now Mr. Cote will need to meet again with the Delgado Curriculum Committee for final approval of course syllabi for the courses to comprise the Certificate Program -- meeting on February 11, 2005.  Mr. Cote also provided a copy of his Intro to Terrorism course syllabus -- which was forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Syllabi Compilation on the Project web-site, where it should be accessible shortly.  For additional information please consult the description of this proposed program in the "Programs Being Proposed/Investigated" section of The College List.  

(5)  Frederick Community College, MD -- Associate Degree and Certificate in Emergency Management:

December 14, 2004 -- Received news from Dr. Bob Young, Associate Vice President of Learning, and Dean of Workforce and Professional Preparation at Frederick Community College, that FCC has developed and implemented an Associate in Applied Science Degree (and a 26-hour Certificate) in Emergency Management based primarily upon FEMA Emergency Management Institute Field and Independent Study courses -- effective this past October.  In addition to the above, FCC "will also be offering a number of Letters of Recognition (LORs) to document completion of specific course sequences."  LORs will be offered in:


Disaster Management


Public Assistance in Disasters


Radiologic/Hazardous Materials Response


Natural Disasters


Emergency Preparedness


Animals in Disasters


Disaster Construction Issues


Emergency Management Basics


Disaster Planning

Talked with Dr. Young who tells me that Frederick is currently working with a number of individuals who wish to transfer general education course credits in from their community college to Frederick in order to receive the EM AD.  In addition, Frederick has arranged an Articulation Agreement with Arkansas Tech University and is negotiating another with North Dakota State University.

The Project Assistant will be soon posting a description of these initiatives to The College List on the Project web-site:  In the meantime, for additional information contact the FCC Emergency Management Program Director, Greg Valcourt, at gvalcourt@frederick.edu.

(6)  International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters "Book" Project:

December 17, 2004 -- Talked with Dr. Jennifer Wilson, Co-Director of the Emergency Management Program at North Dakota State University and lead developer of the International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters "Book" Project -- sponsored by the FEMA EM HiEd Project.  Dr. Wilson noted that the project has been completed and that a CD ROM will go into the mail today -- containing in Introduction, Index, and approximately 90 articles in PDF format drawn from IJMED from its beginning in 1983 to the present.  Once here, these articles will be uploaded to the Project website -- Free College Courses and Textbooks section -- where they will be freely accessible in their entirety.  More on this after we have received the CD ROM and reviewed the documents.

(7)  Job Market Data:

December 15, 2004 -- In that we at the FEMA EM HiEd Project regularly receive requests for information and data on the emergency management, homeland security and related job market -- to which we cannot adequately respond -- we are interested in investigating the award of a small work order contract (few hundred dollars to a thousand or two) to someone to investigate this question for us -- with the fruit of the investigation to be posted on the Project website.  If interested, please email or call Wayne Blanchard -- contact info below.

(8)  Kankakee Community College, Kankakee IL -- Proposing Associate Degree in Emergency Management:

December 15, 2004 -- Talked with Mike Casagrande, Homeland Security Coordinator at Kankakee Community College, concerning the progress of his proposal to develop and implement an Emergency Management Specialist Associate Degree.  Approval is currently being sought from the Illinois Community College Board for the courses that would comprise the new EM AD -- a process that normally takes about one year.  The school is planning for implementation of the EM AD in August 2005.  If approval has not been obtained by then a selection of emergency management courses will still be offered and then grandfathered into the AD when approval has been received.  For additional information please consult the description of the Kankakee program in the "Programs Being Proposed/Investigated" section of The College List on the Project web-site.

(9)  Owens Community College, Toledo, Ohio -- Proposing Associate Degree in Emergency Management:

December 15, 2004 -- Talked with George Coxey, Chair, Criminal Justice, Fire and Emergency Technologies, concerning the Owens Community College initiatives he is involved in across a wide emergency management, emergency services and homeland security front.  Ground was broken today on a 110 acre Homeland Security Center.  When developed, the new Homeland Security Center will be a component of a new School for Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness at Owens.  To be moved to or newly developed for incorporation into this new school would be the existing Owens Police Academy, the Fire Science Program, the CERT Program, EMT/Paramedic/Medical Management programs, Public Safety Communications program, and a proposed Emergency Management and Planning Program (leading to an Associate Degree).  The School for Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness becomes official this coming January, 2005.  Approval for the proposed Associate Degree in Emergency Management & Planning is anticipated in January.  If approved as anticipated it is planned that the new EM AD would become available the Fall Semester 2005, if not even earlier -- for the Summer Session if courses can be developed expeditiously.  The Project Assistant is in the process of drafting a description of the EM AD proposal for posting in the "Programs Being Proposed/Investigated" section of The College List.  In the meantime George Coxey can be reached at:  gcoxey@owens.cc.oh.us 

(10)  Rethinking The Department of Homeland Security Report:

December 13, 2004 -- Release of study by David Heyman (Center for Strategic and International Studies) and Dr. James Jay Carafano (Heritage Foundation) entitled "DHS 2.0, Rethinking The Department of Homeland Security.  From the Introduction:


"Putting it bluntly, the current organization of DHS must be reformed because it hampers the Secretary of Homeland 
Security's ability to lead our nation's homeland security efforts.  The organization is weighed down with 
bureaucratic layers, is rife with turf warfare, and lacks a structure for strategic thinking and policymaking...the 
department has been slow to overcome the obstacles to becoming an effective national security instrument.  A new 
threat environment requires a new approach to security.  A nimble, highly adaptive adversary necessitates a 
bureaucracy that is flexible and responsive to a constantly changing threat."

The report can be accessed via the CSIS and Heritage websites -- the latter is:  http://www.heritage.org/Research/HomelandDefense/sr02.cfm
(11)  Service Learning in Emergency Management:

December 17, 2004 -- While talking with Dr. Wilson from NDSU today concerning the IJMED Book Project (noted above) we discussed the experiences of two of her emergency management students who deployed to Florida to work on the response and recovery efforts for the four hurricanes that struck this year.  She will ask both students to draft a paper on their experiences and how those might relate to their emergency management educational programs -- for posting in the Service Learning in Emergency Management section of the Project web-site.  I am aware of students from several other universities who became in Florida Hurricane operations this year and am sure that there are many I am unaware of.  Would be interested in collecting other papers on their disaster experience for posting to the website.  Leads and assistance in this exercise would be greatly appreciated.

(12)  Southern Connecticut State University:

December 15, 2004 -- Talked again with Dr. Bernadette Madura at Southern Connecticut State University, who called for information on invitations to the next FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Conference (June 7-9, 2004).  She noted that their investigation into the development of some sort of emergency management program has led to her development of a proposal to develop a BA in Public Safety (with a strong concentration in emergency management course-work).  The SCSU Vice President has been briefed on this proposal and the next step is to do the same with the SCSU President, where approval is anticipated.  Put Dr. Madura into Contact with the Project Assistant so that a description of this investigation can be drafted and posted to the "Programs Being Proposed/Investigated" section of The College List on the Project web-site.  

(13)  State University of New York/Ulster County Community College, Stone Ridge -- EM AAS Degree:

December 15, 2004 -- Talked with Douglas Sandbrook, Program Coordinator, SUNY Ulster, Nursing & Public Safety, after receiving email noting that the school's proposal to implement an Associate of Applied Science Degree in Emergency Management has been approved and will be implemented next month.  A course on Principles of Emergency Management is being taught this current semester (10) students and has contributed to a number of students signing up for the program about to begin.  The Project Assistant is in the process of drafting a description of this program to be uploaded to The College List on the Project website.  In the meantime, for additional information, Douglas Sandbrook can be reached at:  sandbrod@sunyulster.edu

(14)  University of South Florida, Tampa:

December 14, 2004 -- Participated in a review of the design of the Graduate Certificate in Disaster Management at the University of South Florida in Tampa -- offered through the College of Public Health.  Met with staff from the Department of Global Health and from the Global Center for Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance, headed by Dr. Wayne Westhoff, to discuss core disaster management competencies and sub-competencies at the Master's level as well as to identify resources for course content that will support the identified competencies.  When the report of this meeting, which did identify a broad-range of core competencies, is drafted, we will seek a copy for posting in the "EM Competencies" section of the Project web-site.  For additional information, Dr. Westhoff can be reached at:  wwesthof@hsc.usf.edu

(15)  Western Carolina University, Cullowhee, NC -- Service Learning in Emergency Management Example:

December 15, 2004 -- Received from Robert Berry, CEM, Associate Professor in the Emergency Management Bachelor Degree Program there, the following email which I wish to share with the Activity Report distribution list:


"I thought that a project which my EMGT 324 class, Emergency Planning, just completed here at WCU might be of 
interest to you and others in EM academia.   


I had contacted the local county Board of Education and made arrangements for my students to go out in teams of 
three to conduct a hazard assessment of the selected schools.  I made arrangements through a county official to 
select several schools from which the student team members could make a selection.  The county contact made 
arrangements for each student team to be greeted by the selected school’s principal, given a copy of the school’s 
emergency safety plan (EOP), and given a tour of the facility during which the student team made an assessment of 
the facility.  The student groups had the option of returning for a follow-up assessment if needed for more 
information or to answer additional questions.   


After this was completed, each team wrote a report describing their observations and findings followed by their 
conclusions and recommendations as to what and how to address their findings.  These written reports were then 
presented to the professor and each team gave an oral presentation of their report for class discussion.  A copy of 
the completed, graded reports was then given to the county contact official who then reviewed their content and 
reported their recommendations to the Superintendent of Schools.  A copy of the report was given to the principal at 
the designated school which participated in the project for their review.  After reviewing the reports, the 
Superintendent of Schools instructed the county contact to present the student team recommendations to the County 
Board of Education at the next meeting.  This was done and the board responded to most of the student 
recommendations positively.  The Board approved most of the student team recommendations and requested that they be 
implemented immediately.  Most of the recommendations could be implemented without having any fiscal impact.  A few 
of the other more costly recommendations required further review.  


Overall, the project has been a great success for the school district and for the students who participated in it.  
It was agreed that the Western Carolina University Emergency Management Program and the county would make this type 
of project an annual event.  Other counties will be approached to expand the project as time and student demand 
allows.  This was a very positive win/win situation for all concerned without any political or personal negative 
drawbacks and has been so received by the school leadership and administration."  

Am investigating with Prof. Berry getting this activity written up into a case study to incorporate into the "Service Learning in Emergency Management" section of the EM HiEd Project web-site.  I highly recommend this type of activity to administrators of collegiate emergency management programs that have not incorporated some sort of service learning into their courses and programs.  For additional information on this activity, Robert Berry can be reached at:  rtberry@email.wcu.edu.  For additional information on Emergency Management Service Learning go to:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/sl_em.asp
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