August 2-6, 2004 FEMA EM Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  Arkansas Tech University -- Faculty Vacancy:
August 2, 2004 -- Dean Mary Ann Rollans emails to note that ATU still has an open faculty position at the assistant professor level, effective this October 1st, and asked that this information be shared -- pasted in below:

Arkansas Tech University invites applications for an ASSISTANT PROFESSOR

beginning October 2004 to support a grant project for the baccalaureate

degree program in Emergency Administration and Management.  A master's

degree is required with a preference for a discipline related to disaster

and crisis management. Preferred qualifications include experience related

to disaster operations, emergency planning, mitigation, and training, a

background in utilizing and integrating technology, specifically GIS and GPS

applications.  This position is funded by a grant for a three-year period

with the possibility of continuation on institutional funds.  The annual

starting salary is $50,000 with a full benefits package available. Program

information, curriculum and course syllabi are available on our website:

http://commed.atu.edu.  Review of applications will be ongoing until the

position is filled.  The application should include a statement of

qualifications, vita, copies of transcripts, and contact information for

three references and should be submitted to: 

Dr. Mary Ann Rollans, Dean

Arkansas Tech University

School of  Community Education

402 West O Street,  Dean Hall 110

Russellville, AR 72801-2222

(2)  Body of Knowledge Project:
August 2, 2004 -- Drafted Statement of Work for a micro purchase work order to fund a survey of a sampling of the hazards research community to determine their thoughts on the top 50 items an emergency manager ought to read.  Getting the micro purchase package put together and out the door.

August 6, 2004 -- Drafted my own "Top 50" listing and emailed the staff of EMI soliciting contributions for an FEMA Emergency Management Institute Top 50 list.

NOTE:  No one has as of yet inquired into the possibility of a micro-purchase to survey the administrators of "emergency management" programs at Associate Degree granting schools to determine their input on the "Top 50" readings.

(3)  Coastal Hazards Management -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project:
August 2, 2004 -- Reviewed Session 36, "Local Policy II," by Anna K. Schwab, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and provided review comments to lead course developer, Professor David Brower, UNC-Chapel Hill.  From the session Scope statement:

This session continues the discussion of the role of local government policy in managing coastal hazards.  Topics to be raised today include the powers of taxation and fees as a form of land use management (as opposed to the mere collection of revenue); local government spending and its impact on local land use patterns; and education of the public to increase hazards awareness in the community.

Reviewed Session 5, "Coral Reefs," by Professor John J. Bruno, UNC-Chapel Hill, and provided review comments to Professor Brower.  From the Session Scope:

This session introduces students to the ecology of coral reefs, the services they provide, and the hazards they face.  Assuming many of the students do not have an extensive background in the earth and life sciences, the material is very basic.  The session covers physical and biological characteristics of tropical coral reefs and the dependence of both on reef-building corals.

August 3, 2004 -- Received for review, from lead course developer, Professor David Brower, UNC-Chapel Hill, Session 28, "Federal Policy I:  The Role of Federal Policy; National Environmental Policy Act; Clean Water Act.  Also received Session 29, "Federal Policy II:  Coastal Zone Management Act; Coastal Barrier Act," both by Professor Brower.

August 4, 2004 -- Reviewed Session 2, "Rocky Shores," by Professor John J. Bruno, UNC-Chapel Hill, and provided review comments to Professor Brower.  From the session Scope statement:

This session introduces students to basic ecological concepts and terms and the ecology of rocky shore communities.  It also covers some of the anthropogenic threats facing this community.  
August 5, 2004 -- Reviewed Session 3, "Sandy Shores and Barrier Islands," by Professor John J. Bruno, UNC-Chapel Hill, and provided review comments.  From the Session Scope statement:

This session introduces students to the geological and biological aspects of barrier islands and sandy shore communities.

All sessions were forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where they should be accessible shortly.

(4)  Core Emergency Management Competencies and Curriculum Project:
August 2-3, 2004 -- Received requests to fund surveys of institutions of higher education that have (1) Graduate level "Emergency Management" programs, and (2) Bachelor level EM programs, to determine the top ten core competencies the administrators of these programs believe practitioners ought to have and the top ten core courses that should be in an Emergency Management curriculum.  Working on two micro purchase work orders.  No one has as of yet inquired into the possibility of a micro-purchase to survey the administrators of "emergency management" programs at Associate Degree granting schools to determine their input on the top ten core EM competencies and curriculum.

(5)  Dangerous Dozen:  A Look at How 12 Chemical Companies Jeopardize Millions of Americans:
August 3, 2004 -- Downloaded copy of this report which others might be interested in, by the U.S. PIRG (Public Interest Research Group) Education Fund, dated June 2004 -- from:  http://uspirg.org/uspirg.asp?id2=13532&id3=USPIRG&.  States that

We reviewed the RMPs [Risk Management Plans] submitted [to the U.S. EPA] and found that a single company owning many facilities or a single facility in a large population center can endanger thousands and even millions of people....More than 100 of these facilities would each put at least one million people at risk of injury or death in the event of a chemical accident or terrorist attack."

(6)  Disaster Response Operations and Management -- Upper Division College Course Development Project:
August 3, 2004 -- Received for review from course developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, Session 33, "Emergency Operations Centers."

August 5, 2004 -- Reviewed Session 22, "Individual and Public Assistance," and forwarded to EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project web-site.  From the Session Scope statement:

During this session the professor discusses the two categories of federal disaster relief.  After identifying those citizens and businesses that may apply for federal aid, the purpose and types of individual assistance programs are mentioned.  Afterwards, the process of applying for these programs is covered along with the roles of the National Processing Service Center and the Disaster Recovery Center.  The session then discusses the eligible applicants, goals and types of public assistance.  The professor concludes by examining how government entities seek public assistance, and how the state and FEMA oversee such recovery operations.

(7)  Hazard Mapping and Modeling -- Upper Division/Graduate Level College Course Development Project:
August 3, 2004 -- Received for review from lead course developer, Dr. John Pine, Louisiana State University, Session 1, "Introduction to and Evolution of Hazard Mapping and Modeling (3 hours)," by Dr. Ute Dymon, Kent State University.

(8)  Holistic Disaster Recovery:  Creating a More Sustainable Future -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
August 2, 2004 -- Received, reviewed and forwarded external review comments of this draft course on to the course developer, Dr. Gavin Smith.

(9)  Introduction to Emergency Management Textbook Development Project:
August 4, 2004 -- Reviewed Chapter 4, "Risk Perception and Communication," and provided review comments to the lead textbook developer, Dr. Michael Lindell, Texas A&M University.  From the Chapter abstract:

This chapter explains how people perceive to the risks of environmental hazards and the actions they can take to protect themselves from those hazards. Addressing such perceptions is the most common way for environmental hazard managers to change the behavior of those at risk from long-term threats or imminent impacts of disasters. This chapter describes the Protective Action Decision Model (PADM), which summarizes the findings from studies of household response to disasters, and concludes with recommendations for risk communication during the continuing hazard phase, escalating crises, and emergency response.

August 6, 2004 -- Reviewed Chapter 16, "Legal Issues in Emergency Management," and provided review comments to the chapter developer, William C. Nicholson, Widener University School of Law.

Both chapters were forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Intro to EM Textbook section, where they should be accessible shortly.

(10)  Midway College, KY:
August 5, 2004 -- Talked with Ray Nelson with Systems Planning Corporation, who is assisting Midway investigate the development of a Homeland Security Minor.  Mr. Nelson had previously been sent CD ROMs of EMI training material but was unaware of the educational courses that were available.  Walked him through parts of the EM HiEd web-site that might be helpful to him and those at Midway who are investigating this new program.

(11)  Region IV Historically Black Colleges and Universities (NBCU) Project:
August 4, 2004 -- Met with George Yearwood, FEMA Region IV, who is drafting a contract to go to a college in Region IV to assist the Region in developing a workshop for the HBCUs in the Region -- to seek to increase their interest in disaster resistant university initiatives, university disaster preparedness, and emergency management courses and curriculum for students.

(12)  Southern Connecticut State University -- Investigating Development of BA in Emer.Mgmt. Type Program:

August 2, 2004 -- Dr. Bernadette Madura called to note that SCSU is beginning an investigation into the development of a mostly private sector "emergency management" type program -- first with the development of a single course, and if things go well, the possible expansion into a bachelor degree program.  Had heard of the EM HiEd Project but did not know about the website and the information there which could quite possibly assist in this investigation.  Provided the URL and noted several items which might be helpful.
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