April 19-23, 2004 FEMA EM Higher Ed Project Activity Report

(1)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 8-10, 2004, EMI, Emmitsburg, MD:
April 19-23, 2004 -- Worked on 2nd draft of conference agenda and provided review copies to all identified on the agenda (I trust).  Forwarded the agenda to the EMI webmaster on April 23 for upload to the Conference Box on the EM Hi Ed Project home-page -- should happen early in the week of April 26th.  

April 23m 2004 -- Informed by Admissions Office that 137 applications have been accepted and all 100 dorm rooms set aside to support the conference assigned.  A list of local motel accommodations can be found in the Conference Box - and phone numbers.

April, 23, 2004 -- Jill Garcia, one of the emergency management students conducting a survey of emergency management college students and their issues and concerns, emails to note that 350 emergency management students have responded to the survey instrument -- all but five from the U.S. -- exceptions being from Turkey and Australia.

(2)  Floodplain Management -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project:
April 19, 2004 -- Received for review from lead course developer, Robert Freitag, University of Washington:

Session 2, "Module Introduction (Stream Systems on Dynamic Earth) & Effects of Tectonics, Glaciation & Geology on Stream Systems (The Production of Sediment), by Dr. Donald Reichmuth.

Session 8, "Introduction to Ecological Principles and Ecoregions," by Dr. Susan Bolton

Session 15, "What Are Hazards?” by Larry Larson

Session 21, "Public Policy in the American Federal System -- An Overview," by Elliott Mittler

(3)  Holistic Disaster Recovery:  Creating a More Sustainable Future -- Upper Division College Course Development Project:

April 19, 2004 -- Received for review from course developer, Dr. Gavin Smith, redrafts of all course sessions (3 hours each):

Session 1,   Course Introduction

Session 2,   Defining Sustainable Disaster Recovery

Session 3,   Dimensions of Recovery

Session 4,   Stakeholders and Their Roles in Recovery

Session 6,   Role Analysis

Session 7,   Shared Governance

Session 8,   Decision Making in Sustainable Recovery (Part I)

Session 9,   Decision Making in Sustainable Disaster Recovery:  Class Exercise and Case Study Dialogue

Session 10, Impediments to a Sustainable Recovery (Part I) 

Session 11, Impediments to a Sustainable Recovery (Part II)

Session 12, Facilitators of a Sustainable Recovery (Part I)

Session 13, Facilitators of a Sustainable Recovery (Part II)

Session 14, Future Trends and Implications

Session 15, Revisiting the Principles of Disaster Recovery

(4)  Introduction To Emergency Management -- Textbook Development Project:
April 19, 2004 -- Received for review from lead textbook developer, Dr. Michael Lindell of Texas A & M University, Chapter 8, "Hazard Mitigation:  Foundation for Disaster Resilient Communities," prepared by Dr. Carla Prater, Texas A & M University.

(5)  Oklahoma State University:

April 19, 2004 -- Received note from Anthony Brown, Regents Service Professor & Director of the Fire & Emergency Management Masters Degree Program, Department of Political Science, to the effect that:

"The Master of Science graduate degree program in Fire & Emergency Management Administration at Oklahoma State University continues to grow.  It is now the second largest of 19 master degree programs in the College of Arts & Sciences at OSU.  We are expecting more that a 40% enrollment increase in our courses by the end of this academic year compared to last year."

For additional information, Dr. Brown can be reached at:  tbrown@okstate.edu.

(6)  Student Memberships in the International Association of Emergency Managers:
April 19, 2004 -- Having observed what strikes me as a significant number of students joining the IAEM -- new members and their affiliation are noted in each monthly issue of the IAEM Bulletin, I asked the IAEM staff (Sharon Kelly -- thanks Sharon) to do a tabulation on student memberships for the past 6 months -- results looks significant to me.

Month # of New Members # of Student Members %
October, 2003

-- 82 new members
-- 12 were students (15%)

November, 2003
-- 29 new members
--   7 were students (24%)

December, 2003 
-- 46 new members
-- 16 were students (35%)

January, 2004 

-- 46 new members
-- 15 were students (33%)

February, 2004 
-- 89 new members
-- 54 were students (61%)

March, 2004 

-- 16 new members
--   4 were students (25%)

April, 2004 (partial month)--51 new members
-- 11 were students (22%)

(7)  Workshop on Educational Paradigms for Homeland Security, National Academy of Sciences:

April 19-23, 2004 -- Worked on and off throughout the week on a 30-minute Power-Point slide presentation on the FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project to be delivered Monday, April 26, 2004 at the National Academy of Sciences in DC.  The NAS Workshop is at the request of the Science and Technology Division of the Department of Homeland Security -- specifically by the Office of University Programs, managed by Dr. Melvin Bernstein.  The letter requesting my presentation noted that:

"...this workshop is motivated by the Office of University Programs' observation that there are a mushrooming number of homeland security majors, minors, certificates and outreach programs at educational institutions around the country.  The timing seemed to be opportune to examine the national needs that are (or should be) driving such course offerings.  (A subtext to this discussion is whether the "homeland security"-labeled programs are merely opportunistic or whether they are driven by real societal needs.)  Thus, the primary topic under consideration is whether there are in fact new, unmet worker skills or public education needs related to terrorism preparedness that might be met by university education/outreach programs."

PS:  Thanks, again, to those who reviewed drafts of my presentation and provided review comments.

