Sept. 15 – Sept. 18, 2003 FEMA EM Hi Ed Project Activity Report

Note:  We may not be here tomorrow (at work that is) due to the approaching hurricane, so am sending the activity report out a day early -- just in case.

(1)  Disaster Response Operations and Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
September 17, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 15, "Emergency Medical and Triage," and provided review comments to course developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas.  From the Scope statement:

"This session explores the emergency medical function of disaster response.  After explaining the types of injuries that result from disasters, the professor discussed typical behavioral patterns of victims and medical personnel....The nature of triage is examined, along with its steps for implementation and ethical dilemmas.  The class concludes with a group debate about the ethics of triage or with the professor reviewing expectations for a written assignment about the advantages and disadvantages of triage."

September 18, 2003 -- Received from Dr. McEntire a 2nd draft of Session 15 incorporating the review comments of the 17th.  Forwarded the 2nd draft session to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- within the "Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses" section -- "Courses Under Development" subsection.

(2)  Hazards Risk Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
September 15, 2003 -- Received from Greg Shaw, George Washington University, 2nd draft of Session 10, "Issues Management."  Reviewed and forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- within the "Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses" section -- "Courses Under Development" subsection.

September 16, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 11, "Making Hazards Risk Management Work," and provided review comments to Greg Shaw.  From the Scope statement:

"This session is the third of three sessions examining how to establish the context for a hazards Risk Management approach....The activities described in Sessions 9 and 10 provide the basis for the development of a full hazards risk management approach.  This session examines the four critical components involved in making the hazards risk management approach work including marketing the hazards risk management approach, creating visual presentation tools, developing and implementing hazards risk management policies and enforcing those policies.  This session also includes two case studies that examine a regional hazards risk management approach in the Red River Watershed in Minnesota, North Dakota and the Canadian Province of Manitoba and a community approach conducted in Tulsa, Oklahoma."

The session was forwarded to the EMI webmaster for upload to the HiEd website -- Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where it should appear in a few days.

September 17, 2003 -- Received for review from Greg Shaw, Session 26, "Marketing Risk Mitigation Management and Actions."

(3)  Holistic Disaster Recovery: Creating a More Sustainable Future -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
September 18, 2003 -- Reviewed the 2nd draft of Session 1, "Course Introduction" (3 hours) and provided review comments to course developer, Dr. Gavin Smith.

(4)  Metropolitan College of New York -- Emergency Management and Homeland Security Graduate Developments:
September 18, 2003 -- Received from Dr. Michael Maurer, School for Public Affairs and Administration, MCNY, a 150 page document on their proposal to develop a Masters of Public Administration in Emergency Management and Disaster Management Degree at MCNY (their application to the New York State Regents) -- it took some time to review this small print document -- proposed program looks very comprehensive.  Dr. Maurer noted that MCNY is now investigating the development a Masters of Public Administration in Homeland Security Degree, and provided a one-page (thank goodness) program and course overview -- MCNY hopes to get approval to begin offering this program Fall Semester 2004.  See the May 16, 2003 Activity Report for more detail on the MCNY MPA EM Masters Degree Program.   For additional information, Dr. Maurer can be reached at:  MMaurer@metropolitan.edu.

(5)  New Directions in Hazards Mitigation--Breaking The Disaster Life Cycle -- Graduate Course Development Project:
September 16, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 10, "Coastal Erosion Issues:  Shifting Hazardous Development Costs To Users," by David Salvesen, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and provided review comments to lead course developer, Dr. David Godschalk, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  From the Scope statement:

"During the first part of this class, the instructor describes the natural and man-made forces that lead to coastal erosion, the issues raised by such erosion and the efforts to combat it.  The instructor will discuss, in some detail, the different approaches to mitigate coastal erosion....The second part of the session provides a review of the costs of coastal hazards and a discussion of who should pay to protect coastal property from erosion.  This is followed by a discussion of how the costs of coastal hazards could be born to coastal property owners.  Finally, the session concludes with a role-playing exercise in which students will present arguments for or against a proposed policy to tax residents of hazardous areas to pay for hazard mitigation and disaster response and recovery."

The session was forwarded to the EMI webmaster for upload to the HiEd website -- Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where it should appear in a few days.

(6)  Social Dimensions of Disaster, 2nd Edition -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
September 16, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 18, "Mid-Term Examination," and provided review comments to course developer, Dr. Tom Drabek, University of Denver.  Dr. Drabek puts forth six challenging topics for essay development.  Forwarded session to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the HiEd website -- Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where it should appear in a few days.

(7)  University of Wisconsin-Green Bay:
September 15, 2003 -- Received email from Kassie Van Remortal, Program Manager, Governmental Affairs Outreach, to the effect that UWGB now has the funding and approvals in place to allow the school to move forward in the development of two emergency management programs:  (1) an Emphasis in Emergency Management within the Public Administration BA, and (2) a stand-alone Emergency Management Certificate.  Ms. Remortal noted that she is currently in the process of putting advisory boards together for a first meeting this October.  She hopes to have both programs operational this time next year.  For additional information, Ms. Remortal can be reached at:  vanremok@uwgb.edu.

