5-9 May 2003 FEMA EMI Hi Ed Project Activity Report

(1)  American Association of Community Colleges:
May 7, 2003 -- Talked with Gerri Fiala, Senior Counselor for Community Development about the EM HiEd Project.  Walked her through some of the major items of the EM HiEd Project website and extended an invitation to drive up from DC to attend the June 4-5 EM HiEd Conference -- packed as it may be.

(2)  Benedictine University, Lisle, IL -- Disaster Management Concentration within Masters of Public Health:
May 9, 2003 -- Talked with Dr. Alan Gorr, Director of the MPH program at Benedictine concerning the DM Concentration.  Was told that the program is solid and slowly growing -- Dr. Gorr is very impressed with the quality of his students, but is less impressed with the quantity.  Was happy to note that placement of graduates has been very good.  Thinking about changing the name of the certificate to Emergency and Disaster Management.  For additional information Dr. Gorr can be reached at:  agorr@ben.edu.

(3)  California State University at Los Angeles:

May 8, 2003 -- Robin Hall, School of Continuing Education, notes that the Certificate in Emergency Management program there is going into dormancy due to insufficient student interest while it is transformed into a distance learning program -- which may take some time.  Will remove from the College List until and if back up again.

(4)  Coastal Hazards Management Graduate-Level Course Development Project:

May 9, 2003 -- No news to report.

(5)  Department of Homeland Security Graduate Fellowships and Undergraduate Scholarships:

May 8, 2003 -- Learned through the Ohio State University Homeland Security "Education and Training" list serve that the DHS Science and Technology Directorate has contracted with Oak Ridge Associated Universities (ORAU) to manage a newly established scholarship and fellowship program which provides competitive stipends and tuition allowances for study beginning Fall 2003.  The ORAU website provides information on how to apply for these programs.  It is noted there that "It is the Department's intent to support up to 100 new students each year, at both the undergraduate and graduate levels, when the program is fully implemented."  It is further stated that "These awards are intended for students interested in pursuing basic science and technology innovations that can be applied to the DHS mission."  That mission is "to prevent terrorist attacks within the United States, reduce America's vulnerability to terrorism, and minimize the damage and recovery efforts from attacks that occur."  The deadline for submitting written notification of intent to apply was, unfortunately, April 30, 2003.  The ORAU website address is:  http://www.ora..gov/dhsed

(6)  Disaster Response Operations and Management Upper Division Course Development Project:
May 8, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 13, "Sheltering" and provided review comments to course developer, Dr. David McEntire of the University of North Texas.  From the session Scope statement:

During this session, the professor points out why sheltering is necessary after disaster.  He/she identifies what emergency managers and others may expect in terms of sheltering behavior.  The session concludes with a description of issues to be considered and the processes related to opening and managing shelters.

Forwarded the session to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the EM HiEd Project site -- Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection.

(7)  Earthquake Hazard Management Upper Division Course Development Project:
May 8, 2003 -- Reviewed draft Session 14, an approximately 3-hour session on "Risk Communication Strategies and Public Outreach," and provided review comments to course developer, Dr. James Martin, II, of Virginia Tech.  From the session Scope statement:

Earthquakes and their effects are uncertain and difficult to predict, and the concept of risk is inherent to earthquake hazard management.  In recognition of the need to work with and communicate “risks”, this series of lectures is designed to introduce the student to the principal concepts involved in the risk communication. The lectures will discuss the importance of risk communication, the unique nature of risk communication, problems that impede communications, tools for communication, and suggestions for communicating effectively to various audiences. It is recognized that some students may have some background on risk communication from other course related to hazard management. Thus, the topic provides a good discussion of the ways in which earthquake hazards are unique and differ from other natural hazards and how communication about their risks must likewise be different. The primary objective for the instructor is to have the students understand the basic tools and strategies needed to create or evaluate educational initiatives on earthquakes (or other natural hazards). A useful set of guidelines is included in the Background Reading section. Also, two MS PowerPoint presentations are included. 

(8)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 4-5, 2003, Emmitsburg, MD:

May 6, 2003 -- Admissions informs me that they have rostered 109 people for the conference -- have been able to go over 100 ceiling in that 9 people are staying off campus in nearby motels.

(9)  George Fox University, Newberg, OR:

May 6, 2003 -- Talked with Dr. Wes Balda, Professor of Management, Department of Business and Economics, who notes that he is putting together a planning task force to advise on the development of a three-tier emergency/crisis management program at George Fox.  First would be a graduate/undergraduate Emergency Management Certificate.  Credits earned here could be applied to the 2nd or 3rd programs -- (1) a Masters Degree in Organizational Leadership with a Concentration in Crisis Management, or (2) a Ph.D. in Crisis Studies, housed in the School of Management.  Dr. Balda hopes that planning will proceed to the point that proposals could be developed and, if approved, implemented starting in January 2004.  For further information, Dr. Balda can be reached at:  wbalda@georgefox.edu, or see him at the June 4-5 conference.

(10)  Hazards Risk Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
May 6, 2003 -- Received from lead coursed developer Greg Shaw a revised course outline and a 2nd draft of Session 4, "Public Sector Competencies and Techniques" -- which was forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Courses Under Development section of Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses on the EM HiEd Project website.

May 7, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 5, ""Private Sector Hazards Risk Management" and provided review comments to lead course developer, Greg Shaw of George Washington University.  From the session Scope statement:

During this session the general private sector 'Crisis Management' process, which includes the functions of risk assessment, business impact analysis, risk based decision making, business continuity and emergency response planning, training and exercising, emergency management, disaster recovery, and crisis communication will be described.  Similarities and differences between the hazards risk management process and the crisis management process will be investigated with the objective of describing how best practices from each can be applied to the other.  Several private and public sector partnering initiatives will be described with a look to the future of coordination and cooperation to the benefit of both.

Forwarded the session to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the EM HiEd Project site -- Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection.

(11)  Massachusetts Maritime Academy, Buzzards Bay:  

May 9, 2003 -- Talked with Academic Dean Bradley Lima, who notes that a meeting has been scheduled for June 4th of faculty, administrators, and stakeholders to discuss the development of a Masters Degree in Emergency Management and Homeland Security.  Dean Lima was unaware of the June 4-5 EM HiEd Conference, but will try to get someone to represent the school even though that would mean missing the June 4th meeting there.  Our previous activity report notes on MMA noted their interest in a BA level emergency management program.  Their investigations to this point have moved them to give priority attention to a Masters level program and to add homeland security to the title.  For further information, Dean Lima can be reached at:  (508) 830-5012.

(12)  New Directions in Hazards Mitigation -- Breaking the Disaster Life Cycle -- Graduate Seminar Development Project:

May 7, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 6, "Assessing Structural Approaches to Hazard Mitigation," and provided review comments to the session developer, Dr. David Salvesen, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and to the lead course developer, Dr. David Godschalk, also of UNC Chapel Hill.  From the session Scope statement:

The first part of the session describes the uses of structural approaches to hazard mitigation.  It provides examples of communities that rely on structural measures and discusses some of the strengths and weaknesses of these measures.  This is followed by a description of some of the key types of structures used, e.g., seawalls and levees, as well as a review of the history of such structures.  In addition, the session describes the procedures used to analyze the costs and benefits of structural approaches and some of the shortcomings of these procedures.  

The second part of the session provides case studies of three communities that adopted different approaches, including the implementation of hardened structures, to mitigate natural hazards.  Finally, the session ends with a role-playing exercise that will provide students with an opportunity to examine the pros and cons of structural approaches to mitigating natural hazards.    

Forwarded the session to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the EM HiEd Project site -- Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection.

(13)  Quincy College, MA -- Emergency Management Associate in Science Degree Program:
May 9, 2003 -- Talked with Associate Dean Patricia Gales concerning their existing EM AD Program -- she notes that the school is interested in pulling a group of stakeholders together to try to determine why the EM AD program is not going as well as they would like.  Students are enrolled in the program and taking courses, but the numbers are small and less than desired.  Talked about working the College List on the website for ideas from other academics and administrators and recommended sending someone to the June Conference in that to discuss such problems is a major reason for the conference.  Will see what she can do.  For further information, Dean Gales can be reached at:  pgales@quincycollege.com.

(14)  Social Dimensions of Disaster, 2nd Edition:

May 7, 2003 -- Reviewed Session 8, "Sources of Disaster," and provided review comments to course developer, Dr. Thomas Drabek, University of Denver.  From the session Scope statement:

This session introduces students to elements of the disaster mythology documented by hazards researchers.  Sources of disaster myths and the process of perpetuation are assessed.  Implications for emergency managers are explained.

Forwarded the session to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the EM HiEd Project site -- Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection.

(15)  Social Vulnerability Approach to Disaster Upper Division Course Development Project:

May 9, 2003 -- Received report from the lead course developer, Dr. Elaine Enarson of Metropolitan State University, to the effect that she will in the next few days be mailing a CD ROM containing the complete revised course -- incorporating the revisions we agreed upon in our course review comments meeting here back on March 28th.  Will need to review this 2nd draft course and if all is well, forward it to the EMI webmaster for upload to the EMI website -- as the 13th completed upper division college course.  For further information, Dr. Enarson can be reached at:  enarsone@mscd.edu.

(16)  St. Petersburg College, FL:
May 9, 2003 - Talked with David Adams, Director of the St. Pete Institute of Emergency Administration and Fire Science, who notes that he is leaving at the end of June and does not know who will take his place - the school is interviewing candidates.  Both the St Pete. Emergency Administration and Management Certificate and Associate Degree programs are doing well - with over 100 students enrolled in one or the other.  In that all course are distance learning and the great majority of students are practitioners, it is hard to track what happens to them upon graduation.  Though there are more than 100 students enrolled, this is down from pre-9/11 days -- believes that students are either turning more to public safety programs or non-academic technical training courses in weapons of mass destruction and homeland security subjects.  Also noted that Carleen Peterson is spearheading a St. Pete. proposal to develop a BA in Public Safety Administration for Fall 2004 delivery -- will have several tracks, including one in Emergency Administration and Management.  Proposal needs to go to the St. Petersburg College Board of Trustees, then to the Florida Department of Education for approval.

(17)  Textbook Development Project:

May 9, 2003 -- No news to report.

