19-23 May 03 FEMA EM Hi Ed Public Activity Report

(1)  Appalachian State University, Boone, NC:

May 22, 2003 -- While at the NC Institute of Disaster Studies Workshop (see item #8 below), learned from Dr. Marvin Hoffman, Department of Public Administration, that progress is being made in the implementation of an Emergency Management Track within the existing Masters of Public Administration Degree.  Six courses have been identified and he is working with faculty of other ASU departments to locate faculty willing to teach five of the six courses -- with Dr. Hoffman teaching one course -- on Integrated Emergency Management -- next Spring Semester, 2004 -- the first course offering within the new track -- expected to be approved and implemented by then.  Faculty have volunteered to teach two other courses in Crisis Communication and Natural Hazards.  For further information, Dr. Hoffman can be reached at:  hoffmanmk@appstate.edu.

(2)  Caldwell Community College, Lenoir-Hudson, NC:
May 21, 2003 -- Talked with Dennis Hopkins, Director, Emergency Preparedness Technology Program at CCC.  He noted that since the program started in 1999 student interest has been good and increasing -- particularly since 9/11.  The great majority of the students (35 currently enrolled) are emergency services personnel.  Has had five graduates:  two were practitioners, 1 got a job with US Customs, and one got a job with a local county emergency management office.  Could not remember the fifth.  About half of the courses taught to support the EPT Associate Degree are distance learning and about half class-room based.  Moving more toward distance learning.  Would very much like to develop a relationships with a 4-year school in NC with an emergency management program for some of his students to move onto.  Stated that he has been amazed at the inquires received based on the program description in "The College List" on the EM HiEd Project website.  For further information, Dennis Hopkins can be reached at:  dhopkins@ccti.edu.

(3)  Canadian Office of Critical Infrastructure Protection and Emergency Preparedness:
May 21, 2003 -- Talked again with Adam Hatfield, of OCIPEP, who is interested in doing more to encourage and support the development of disaster management programs in Canadian colleges and universities.  While Mr. Hatfield cannot make this year's EM HiEd Conference, he hopes to be able to make the June 9-10, 2004 EM HiEd Conference.  Agreed that it would be mutually beneficial to stay in touch and seek to collaborate in efforts to encourage and support collegiate treatment of hazards, disasters and what to do about them.  For further information, Adam Hatfield can be reached at:  (613) 990-3685.

(4)  Carl Albert State College, Poteau OK:

May 21, 2003 -- Talked with Bob Hendricks, Chair, Behavioral Sciences Division at CASC.  After a two-year lapse, CASC is again interested in investigating the development of some sort of emergency management program -- perhaps one with specific outreach to Native American communities.  Plans on attending the EM HiEd Conference in order to network with others who have and are going through the process of trying to implement an emergency management program.  For further information, Bob Hendricks can be reached at (918) 647-1242.

(5)  Disaster Operations and Management Upper Division College Course Development Project:

May 21, 2003 -- Received from Dr. David McEntire at the University of North Texas, a second draft of Session 13, "Sheltering." 
(6)  East Carolina University, Greenville, NC:
May 22, 2003 -- While attending the NC Institute of Disaster Studies Workshop (below), learned from co-convener, Dr. Ron Mitchelson, Professor and Chair of the Department of Geography, that ECU has recently approved the creation of a Center for Natural Disaster Mitigation, and that a Director has been hired.  More information on this later as I get it.  In the meantime, Dr. Mitchelson can be reached at:  mitchelsonr@mail.ecu.edu.

(7)  Hazards Risk Management Course:
May 20, 2003 -- Received for review from Greg Shaw at George Washington University, Session 16, ""Identify the Risks:  Risk Statements."

(8)  North Carolina Institute of Disaster Studies Workshop:

May 22-23 -- Attended first workshop of the newly created Institute of Disaster Studies, held at East Carolina University and entitled "The 'State' of Hazards Research, Instruction, and Outreach in North Carolina:  Setting An Agenda for the Institute of Disaster Studies."  The purpose of the workshop was to:

Establish a baseline inventory of research, instruction, and outreach activities at public universities and community colleges in North Carolina.  Identify emergency management and homeland security needs of state and local government practitioners.  Provide a forum for describing and analyzing these activities and needs.  Establish relative strengths and weaknesses of efforts in identified areas.  Provide opportunities for collaboration across institutional and disciplinary activities that will improve the capability of North Carolina's higher education institutions...to reduce the impact of natural and human induced disasters on the people and economy of North Carolina.

This is the first meeting that I am aware of on the part of a group of universities within a State to come together to chart a path to their role in disaster reduction within the State.  It would be a good thing if other State Colleges and Universities followed this example.  The attendees were from NC State Universities, Community Colleges and the State and local emergency management community.  This Institute was approved by the UNC Board of Governors in January 2003.  In his opening presentation, the Chair of the Institute's Planning Committee, Dr. David Godschalk of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, noted that North Carolina currently ranks second, behind Texas, as leading the country in the number of billion dollar disasters -- does not want to be number 1 in this category.

(9)  United Tribes Technical College, ND:
May 21, 2003 -- Talked with Dennis Renville and Larry Carlson concerning their investigation into the development of an emergency management program at UTTC -- within or as an offshoot of the existing AAD in Injury Prevention.  Supplied the CD ROM of EMI training courses to support Associate Degrees in EM and walked them through the Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section of the website pointing out where material they had expressed an interest in could be found.  The school hope to offer at least several courses -- distance learning and perhaps classroom based.  Larry Carlson is planning on attending the HiEd Conference.  For further information, Dennis Renville can be reached at:  drenville@uttc.edu.

(10)  University of North Carolina at Charlotte:
May 22, 2003 -- Learned at the NC Institute of Disaster Studies Workshop from Ed Hauser, Director of the Transportation Security Studies Program, that UNCC last week approved the development of a Regional Center for Homeland Security and Major Disaster Management.  The Center proposal now goes to the NC State College and University System for approval.  For additional information, Dr. Hauser can be reached at:  ehauser@email.uncc.edu.

(11)  Western Carolina University:
May 22, 2003 -- While at the NC Institute of Disaster Studies learned from Bernard Dougherty that the recently approved but not yet implemented BS in Emergency Management Degree program which will go into effect this coming Fall Semester has 25 students signed up for the first course offering -- an Introduction to Emergency Management course.  Most of these students are traditional college students who are interested in the subject area.  Some have indicated that they are signing up because they want to pursue the degree and become an emergency manager.  For additional information Bernie Dougherty can be reached at:  bdougherty@email.wcu.edu.

