Jan 7-10, 2003 FEMA EM Hi Ed Project Activity Report

(1)  Boston University:
January 7, 2002 -- Received email from Dean John Ebersole (School of Continuing Education) noting that "a very positive meeting"  had been held before the holidays with members of the local emergency management community to discuss the development of some sort of emergency management program at BU.  Noted that they "are starting to think that we want to pursue a combination certificate-masters project whereby the 4-5 course certificate would articulate into the masters."  He asked about pilot or start up funding possibilities -- I noted that the HiEd Project has never had funding for this purpose.  Dean Ebersole also noted that "as a next step, we are going to be doing a state-side survey to determine levels of interest and to get more guidance on content."  Dean Ebersole can be reached for further information at:  jeber@bu.edu.

(2)  "College List" Statistics for 2002:
January 10, 2002 -- With the close-out of the calendar year I note that the College List on the HiEd Homepage shows 84 collegiate emergency management programs -- a net increase in 12 new emergency management programs for the year 2002 -- an average of one per month.  Sixteen new programs in thirteen schools are shown and four programs folded.  Have already added one program (SUNY Maritime, below) for 2003.  Given that there are about 100 schools investigating or seeking to develop some sort of emergency management or closely related college program that I know of (a degree, certificate, minor, diploma, concentration or track, etc.) it looks like 2003 may well keep pace or surpass 2002.  

Added in 2002:

Benedictine University, IL -- MPH Disaster Management Concentration

Benedictine University, IL -- Disaster Management Concentration

Capital Community College, Hartford, CN -- Certificate in Emergency Management

Clover Park Technical College, Lakewood, WA -- Applied Technology in Emergency Management Associate Degree

Durham Technical Community College, NC -- Applied Associate Degree in Emergency Preparedness Technology

Fairleigh Dickinson University, NJ -- Undergraduate Certificates in Emergency Management and Terrorism

Florida Atlantic University, Boca Raton -- Graduate MBA Crisis Management Concentration

George Washington University -- Graduate Certificate in Emergency Management and Public Health

Jacksonville State University, AL -- Certificate in Emergency Management

Jacksonville State University, AL -- BS in Emergency Management

Lakeland Community College, Kirkland WA -- Associate Degree in Emergency Planning and Administration

Louisiana State University -- Masters Concentration in Disaster Science and Management

Louisiana State University -- Doctoral Concentration in Disaster Science and Management

Lynn University, FL -- Master of Science in Administration Concentration in Emergency Management

Touro University International -- Grad and Undergrad Certificates and Concentrations in Emergency and Disaster Management

University of Missouri Extension -- Contemporary Emergency Management Certificate Program

Dropped in 2002:

Garland County Community College, AR -- Associate Degree in Emergency Management

Rivier College, NH -- BS in Fire and Emergency Management

University of California Extension at Santa Cruz -- Certificate in Emergency Management

York County Technical College, Maine -- EM Associate Degree

(3)  Disaster Response Operations and Management Undergraduate Course Development Project:
January 7, 2003 -- Received from course developer, Dr. David McEntire of the University of North Texas, for review, a draft of Session 11, "Warning Issues, Systems, Processes and Concerns."

January 10, 2003 -- Provided copies of two New York Times and Washington Post articles on fraud following disaster (in this instance 9/11) to Dr. McEntire.

(4)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference, June 4-5, 2003:

January 10, 2003 -- Communicated with Dr. Stephen Meinhold of the University of North Carolina, Wilmington, concerning the delivery of a presentation during the conference on his work getting Universities involved in working with localities in building disaster resistant communities.

(5)  Hazards Risk Management Upper Division Course Development Project:
January 7, 2003 -- Received from Greg Shaw of George Washington University for review, Session 4, "Public Sector Competencies and Techniques."

(6)  Integrated Approaches to Sustainable Mitigation:
January 7, 2003 -- Received from Clancy Philipsborn, President of The Mitigation Assistance Corporation, Boulder, CO, an annotated copy of his Power Point presentation on this subject at the 27th Annual Hazards Research and Applications Workshop in Boulder, July 16, 2002.  Mr. Philipsborn was agreeable to working with us in using a micro-purchase order to fund the expansion of his Power Point slides into an annotated presentation so that it could be uploaded to the FEMA EM HiEd Project website -- within the Courses Completed subsection of the Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section.  It is our opinion that material within this presentation could profitably be used by professors teaching either the Principles and Practice of Hazards Mitigation course developed by David Brower at UNC, Chapel Hill, or the Building Disaster Resilient Communities course developed by a team led by Dr. Raymond Burby, also at UNC, Chapel Hill.  After going through an editorial review (formatting and Section 501 compliance), this document will be placed on the HiEd website, as noted above.

(8)  Istanbul Technical University Conference:
January 7-10, 2003 -- Developed a 17-page Power Point Presentation and 1-page abstract on "The Role of Colleges and Universities in Disaster Reduction," and provided to the organizers of the "Kocaeli '99 Emergency Management Conference" to be held at ITU, January 16-17.  Travel arrangements complete.

(9)  Journal of Emergency Management:
January 7 & 10, 2003 -- Received email from Christopher V. Rowland, Jr., M.D., Managing Editor of the soon to be published Journal of Emergency Management -- a quarterly, peer-reviewed journal -- seeking names and numbers of potential contributors.  The JEM is to be published by the Prime National Publishing Corporation (Weston MA), which, according to its website (http://www.pnpco.com), publishes professional peer-reviewed journals for physicians, nurses, and other health care professionals.  If HiEd Activity Report readers are interested in submitting papers, the JEM would like to hear from you.  According to the JEM editorial policy which was emailed to me:

"The Journal of Emergency Management (JEM) will consider papers for publication related to research, theory, and current issues in emergency management.  Specifically, the journal is positioned as a vehicle for academics and practitioners to share field research.  In addition to scientific studies and program descriptions, we will also consider letters to the editor, guest editorials, and book reviews."

In a conversation with Dr. Rowland he assured me that the JEM was interested in reaching the broader emergency management and related communities, not just the health and medical communities.  For further information, Dr. Rowland can be reached at:  Chris_Rowland@pnpco.com, (781) 899-2702, ext. 115, or by writing to:  Managing Editor, Journal of Emergency Management, 470 Boston Post Road, Weston, MA 02493.

(10)  Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, CA:
January 7, 2003 -- Was fairly widely reported this and previous week (good publicity effort) that the NGS has developed and implemented a Masters Degree in Homeland Defense.  According to a January 7 Washington Post article, 14 students (10 civilian emergency management and fire personnel, and 4 military) started in this program on January 6, 2003.  Twelve weeks in residence will be required for this 18-month program, with the brunt of the program offered via distance learning.  The program is sponsored by the Navy and the Justice Department's Office for Domestic Security -- the WP article notes an initial Justice Department investment of $15 million for this project.  A 2nd class of 60 students is planned for September 2003.

(11)  New Directions in Hazards Mitigation -- Breaking the Disaster Life Cycle Graduate Course:
January 7, 2002 -- Received news that the developer of this course, Dr. David R. Godschalk, Stephen Baxter Professor of City and Regional Planning, Department of City and Regional Planning, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, has won the 2002 Distinguished Educator Award from the Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning -- that Associations most prestigious award.  Congratulations Dr. Godschalk!

(12)  Onondaga Community College, Syracuse NY:
January 8-9, 2003 -- Talked with reporter Nancy Buczek of the Syracuse Post Standard, who is developing a piece on Onondaga Community College's initiative to develop an emergency management Associate Degree (the first I had heard of this initiative).  Answered a number of questions concerning the need for and state of emergency management higher education in the country and specifically in New York.  Noted that several New York Universities have emergency management or related programs and provided points of contact for those programs.  Obtained point-of contact information at Onondaga CC and left phone message.

(14)  Social Vulnerability Approach to Emergency Management Course Development Project:
January 7, 2002 -- Received communication from lead course developer, Dr. Elaine Enarson, Metropolitan State University, Denver, noting that the last two course sessions are being put together, power points slides have now been developed for all the completed sessions, and a draft of all completed sessions has been distributed to all course development team members so that final touches can be made to the production of a first complete draft course.  Dr. Enarson is shooting for early February delivery of a complete first draft.  This draft will then be put into a review process with reviewers having 30 days to review upon receipt of the draft course.

(15)  State University of New York, Maritime College:
January 7, 2002 -- Received news from Sean Waters in FEMA Region II, that SUNY Maritime has obtained approval to implement its proposed graduate certificate in Emergency Management -- through the Department of Continuing Education.  According to the fact sheet Sean provided:

"This program of study is designed to offer Emergency Planners, Emergency Responders, Corporate Safety and Environmental Managers and Government Managers a series of courses in the principles of emergency and crisis management.  The program will take a broad look approach and discuss the issues and problems that face managers and responders in a wide range of crisis situations.  Students will be required to finish the core program of courses and then choose from two elective courses that best fit their interests."

Core Courses consist of:

Principles of Emergency Management





ICS and EOC Interface





Resource Management





Effective Communication and Decision Making





Designing and Implementing Emergency Drills

Electives:


Management of Environmental Emergencies





Technology in Crisis and Emergency Response





Terrorism, Security and Crisis Management





24 Hour Hazwoper

The classes award continuing education units.  The first class, "Principles of Emergency Management," will begin February 5, 2003.  For additional information one can call (718) 409-7341, or email conted@sunymaritime.edu.

(16)  Theory, Principles and Fundamentals of Hazards, Disasters and U.S. Emergency Management Course:
January 7, 2003 -- Received for review from Human Tech editor a redraft of my Session 8, "Disasters as a Growth Business."

(17)  University of New Haven (CN):
January 7, 2002 -- Received news from Thomas Gavaghan, State of Connecticut Office of Emergency Management, that UNH has developed and has just begun to off a Masters in National Security and Public Safety -- at three locations -- main campus in West Haven, CN, UNH California Campus in Sacramento, CA, and at the Sandia National Laboratory in Livermore, CA.  Went to UNH website and found that a Graduate Certificate in National Security will be offered as well.  From the program description found on the UNH website (http://www.newhaven.edu/psps/nationalsecurity.html):

"The Master of Science in National Security provides students with an understanding of the fundamental principles of the legal charter, presidential executive orders and the framework which guides the operation of national security agencies.  The role and functions of the U.S. agencies comprising the intelligence community will be analyzed with emphasis on information protection and security.  Within the master's degree, a concentration in in Information Protection and Security will provide a unique approach to addressing the issue of cyberterrorism and assuring the integrity of information management systems within our national security agencies.  Research issues in public safety, emergency management and homeland security will be emphasized...."


The point of contact for these programs is Dr. Thomas A. Johnson, Dean and Program Director, School of Public Safety and Professional Studies, at:  tjohnson@newhaven.edu.

(18)  University of Washington:
January 7, 2002 -- Received and accepted request to serve on a UW Advisory Board -- purpose of which is to advise on the creation of a new two-year, 45 credit-hour Masters Degree in Strategic Planning for Critical Infrastructures to be offered via distance learning if approved.  The proposal for the development of this new program, drafted by the Department of Urban Design and Planning in the College of Architecture, in collaboration with the School of Public Health and Community Medicine, states:

"This program will respond to the heightened need since 9-11 for the training of managers in strategic decision-making which is required to prevent and counter terrorist threats to the country's critical infrastructure and the public health.  The program is being developed in partnership with the Washington State National Guard, which will provide the costs of developing the program....The program itself, however, is geared to attract students from the broader emergency management community, including FEMA personnel, fire, police, and local officials in charge of security for their communities....The program will provide a vital service to our country be developing and offering a professional program for training leaders to respond to existing and new threats to our public safety, health and welfare.

Proposed courses are:

Comprehensive Emergency Management

Legal Framework and Constitutional Issues in Homeland Security

Strategic Planning I and II

Risk Management

GIS Analysis and Modeling for Critical Infrastructures

Critical Infrastructure Systems I-IV

Biological Hazards Mitigation I (Public Health)

Biological and Chemical Hazards Mitigation II (Public Health)

This proposal has been approved at the UW level and has been forwarded to the Washington State Higher Education Coordinating Board for approval -- action expected in a month or so.  Trisha Dvorak, who is working on this project, indicates that her group has established contact with the FEMA Region X office an has a POC there, and has coordinated with Bob Frietag who runs a Hazards Mitigation program at UW.  The point of contact for this proposal is Professor Hilda Blanco, Chair, Department of Urban Design and Planning, College of Architecture and Urban Planning.  She can be reached at hblanco@u.washington.edu.

(19)  Washington State University:
January 9, 2002 -- Heard from Dr. Steven Stehr, Associate Professor, Graduate Studies Director, and Chair-elect of the Department of Political Science and Criminal Justice, noting that a multi-departmental meeting had been held today to discuss how a multi-disciplinary perspective could be brought to bear on the development of their Masters Degree in Disaster Management initiative.  Was told that the meeting went well and should lead to the development of a broad-based Masters Degree in Disaster Management at WSU.  WSU has received a grant from the Washington State National Guard to develop this Masters program -- which once developed and implemented would be open to all who meet WSU qualification criteria.  For further information, Dr. Stehr can be reached at:  stwehr@mail.wsu.edu.

(20)  Western Carolina University:

January 9, 2003 -- Bernie Dougherty emails to note that the Western Carolina proposal to develop and implement a Bachelor Degree in Emergency Management has gone forward to the University of North Carolina College System Board of Governors -- expecting a decision soon.  Provided a letter of support.

January 10, 2003 -- Bernie Dougherty emails to note that their proposal has approved today by the University of North Carolina College System Board of Governors.  "It is anticipated that an initial array of courses [class-room based] in this field will begin to be offered some time during the 2003-2004 academic year."  Anticipate that it may take upwards of three years to implement an on-line component.  For further information, Bernie Dougherty can be reached at:  bdougherty@email.wcu.edu.

