Dec. 8-12, 2003 FEMA EM Higher Ed Project Activity Report
(1)  Butler County Community College, El Dorado, Kansas:
December 11, 2003 -- The Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson, spoke with Ken Luman, Deputy Warden-Operations, El Dorado Correctional Facility, El Dorado, Kansas, Ph: (316) 322-2018, Email: kentlu@kdoc.dc.state.ks.us, and  Butler County Local Emergency Planning Committee Chairman.  He would like to approach Butler County Community College about starting an Emergency Management Curriculum.  His idea is to incorporate emergency management courses into the Fire Science and Criminal Justice programs already going strong at BCCC.  He was directed to the Hi Ed website, specifically to the college list, syllabi compilation, Academic EM and Related Courses and Prototype AD courses and HI Ed slide presentation and Hi Ed brochure.  He asked to have an AD CD sent to him which was put into the mail.  He was also advised to sign up for the weekly activity report.

(2)  Delaware County Community College Meeting:
December 10, 2003 -- Met with Sherry Burke, Edward Doyle, George Gorman, Elaine Karr and Walt Yakabosky from DCCC in Media, PA, and with Edward Atkins, Director Department of Emergency Services, Chester County, PA, concerning the recent development of an Associate of Applied Science Degree in Emergency Management and a Concentration in Emergency Management at DCCC.  Dr. Sherry Burke is the Director of Learner Services at DCCC; George Gorman and Dr. Doyle are instructors in the new program; Elaine Karr is the Manager of Public Safety Programs at DCCC; and Walt Yakabosky is the Dean of Technical Studies.  Discussed a number of issues relating to the provision of collegiate credit for EMI developed training and independent study courses, the design of emergency management courses using this material, using IS courses in the classroom, and the marketing and scope of their program.  For additional information see the program description on The College List.

(3)  Earthquake Hazards Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
December 11, 2003 -- Received from course developer Dr. James Martin II, Virginia Tech, via the prime contractor, the American Society of Civil Engineers, a request for a time extension from December 31, 2003 to June 30, 2004.  This was forwarded to Budget/Procurement and accepted.  Also received a new timeline for completion and review of draft course materials -- the last revision contemplated the delivery of a complete course package by December 12th, 2003.  In the latest timeline, Session 15 on "Earthquake Hazard Planning" will be submitted on December 15th, Session 7 on "Nature and Effects of Earthquakes" will be submitted on December 19th, Session 10 on "Preparedness" will be submitted on December 21st, Session 9 on "Mitigation" will be submitted on December 26th, Sessions 11 & 12 on "Response and Recovery" will be submitted on January 5th, and an entire course package will be submitted by February 1st, at which time the course will "go out" for review.  After the review process has ended Dr. Martin will draft a final course package which is to be delivered by June 15, 2004.

(4)  Floodplain Management -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project.
December 11, 2003 -- Received update note from lead course developer, Bob Frietag, University of Washington, noting that his course development team held a conference call this week to further refine "when and who should introduce what concepts, and what texts might be appropriate."  Noted, for example, that "floodplains will be introduced and discussed as a physical feature in Module 2.  The concept will be expanded in Module 3 to include riparian habitat.  Module 4 will present floodplains as a risk areas having a legal definition.  Module 5 will future the legal and policy implications introduced in the previous modules.  The concluding exercise will require and understanding of each definition."  This is a fairly new course development project -- contract let in late September -- and has a 24-month timeline.  For additional information, Bob Freitag can be reached at:  bfreitag@mindspring.com.

(5)  Hazards Mapping and Modeling -- Focus Group Meeting -- Upper Division/Graduate Course Development Project:
December 8-9, 2003 -- Met with (1) Dr. John Pine, Dept. of Environmental Studies, Louisiana State University, the lead course developer for this recently contracted two-year course development project; (2) his course development team consisting of:  Dr. Yong Un Ban of LSU (Dept. of Environmental Studies), Dr. Andrew Curtis, Dept. of Geography, LSU, Dr. Ute Dymon, Dept. of Geography, Kent State, and Dr's Michael Leitner (Dept. of Geography and Anthropology), Marc Levitan (Dept. of Civil and Environmental Engineering) and Erno Sajo (Dept. of Physics) at LSU; and (3) subject matter experts and stakeholder organization representatives: Dr. Michael Hodgson, Dept. of Geography, University of South Carolina, Dr. Nate Woods of the USGS, Jeff Booth and Kathryn Field of the Michael Baker Corporation, and William Parrish representing the Association of State Floodplain Managers.  Discussed the content for fifteen course sessions that would average approximately three hours each:  Going into the focus group meeting the tentative outline of these sessions was:

Introduction and Historical Overview of the Evolution of Hazards Mapping  (2 Hours) -- Dr. Ute Dymon

Technology and Hazard Mapping and Modeling (1 Hour) -- Dr. Ute Dymon

Introduction to Hazard Modeling (3 Hours) -- Dr. Erno Sajo

Dispersion Modeling of Chemical Hazards Using ALOHA (4 Hours) -- Dr. Erno Sajo

Mapping the Impacts of Chemical Hazards (4 Hours) -- Dr. John Pine

Mapping and Spatial Analysis of Populations and Neighborhoods At Risk (4 Hours) -- Dr. Andrew Curtis

Riverine Flooding Using HAZUS-MH (3 Hours) -- Dr. John Pine

Mapping the Impacts of Riverine Flooding Hazards (4 Hours) -- Dr. John Pine

Using GIS in Land-Use Decisions in a Multi-Hazard Environment (3 Hours) -- Dr. Yong Ban

Modeling Wind Hazards (4 Hours) -- Dr. Marc Levitan

Supporting Emergency Operations With GIS (3 Hours) -- Dr. John Pine

Application of GPS and Wireless Technology in Hazard Mapping and Modeling (1 Hour) -- Dr. Ute Dymon

Mapping and Spatial Analysis of Populations and Neighborhoods Most at Risk, Part Two (3 Hours) -- Dr. Michael Leitner

Social, Legal, and Policy Issues in Utilizing Hazard Models and Mapping (1 Hour) -- Dr. John Pine

Trends in Hazard Modeling and Mapping (1 Hour) -- Dr. Ute Dymon

As not unusually happens in course development focus groups, many changes were made to the initial course outline, and it will take several days for Dr. Pine to develop and forward a revised course outline which the course development team will then work against -- will do an Activity Report item then and post the course outline or course syllabus to the EM HiEd Project web page.  Some topics were given less time, some more time, some sessions were broken up and material redistributed to other sessions.  A number of additional subjects were recommended, including some fairly robust treatment of geological hazards, a discussion of the philosophical implications of hazards mapping and modeling in the on-going "conversation" between (roughly putting it) the "technocratic" approach to emergency management and the "social vulnerability" approach to emergency management.  

Discussed how the course would benefit from the production of a course textbook, case study book or reader (or some combination) and how to proceed in an investigation of the development of these products.  Also discussed how to develop and "market" the course in a way that would attempt to maximize its use -- recognizing that some schools with hazards, disasters and emergency management type programs might feel that they did not have the staff expertise to teach such a course.

(6)  Hazards Risk Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
December 10, 2003 -- Completed review of the 2nd draft of Session 12, "Identify the Risks:  Hazards," and Session 17, "Midterm Exam."  Also completed review of Session 21, "Evaluate Risks:  Determine Which Risks Are Acceptable."  From the Scope statement:

In Sessions 18 and 19, students learned the methods by which the Hazards Risk Management team establishes comparable values for the likelihood and consequence of each hazard that was identified as affecting the community.  In Session 20, students learned the processes by which risks were evaluated.  The material covered in these three previous sessions will be the basis of this session (Session 21).  In Sessions 20 and 21, students learn how the hazards risk management team uses these risk analysis values (qualitative likelihood and consequence values) to compare community risks, evaluate those risks in relation to previously-established risk evaluation criteria, and determine which risks are acceptable and which need to be mitigated.  The instructor will first provide an overall description of risk acceptability.  Next, the instructor will explain the methods by which risks are considered acceptable or unacceptable.  At the conclusion of all instruction, the instructor will lead a class exercise that further illustrates risk acceptability decisions. 

December 11, 2003 -- Completed review of Session 23, "Communicate and Consult:  Public Input in the Communication Process."  From the Scope statement for this session:

The importance of including participation of the public in the Hazards Risk Management process is stressed through the instruction in this session.  As will be discussed, the probability of success of a project is increased dramatically if many, most, or all of the project stakeholders are involved or represented throughout all phases of the Hazards Risk Management process....  

It is essential to know the characteristics of the community (or organization, neighborhood, or other unit of analysis) for which one is performing the Hazards Risk Management process.  Each organizational setting will have special or unique aspects that should be taken into consideration while planning a communications strategy, plans, and procedures.  This session provides the general theory behind public involvement, but the specific actions taken will need to be tailored at the community level....

The instructor will first provide an overall description of public participation in the Hazards Risk Management process, explaining the justification of its need.  Next, the instructor will explain the various ‘publics’, or stakeholders, that are likely to be included in the phases of the process that involve such parties, and give a brief explanation of each.  This will be followed by an explanation of the processes by which public consultation and participation are achieved by the Hazards Risk Management team.  The final instructive objective will be to describe a case study focusing on public participation in a real-life setting. 

Completed review of Session 27, "Monitor and Review."  From the Session Scope statement:

This session will examine the use of evaluation tools to monitor and review the planning and implementation processes of a risk management strategy and how to revise the original plan based on these evaluations.  The instructor will lead a discussion of the rationale and merits of ongoing monitoring and review of the planning process followed by examination of the various evaluation tools available for the monitoring and review of the planning and implementation phases, the communications efforts and the risk reduction actions implemented and how the results of the evaluation can be used to revise the plan.

Completed review of Session 28, "Generate Risk Mitigation Options."  From the Session Scope statement:

Sessions 28 - 32 describe the process for identifying and implementing actions that mitigate risks. This session will examine the potential structural and non-structural options available to communities and how to identify those options best suited for a community’s risk management strategy.  The instructor will lead a student interaction identifying potential mitigation actions followed by a discussion of the full range of risk mitigation options available to communities.  The instructor will also lead a discussion of the procedures and techniques for identifying which options best suit a community’s risk management strategy.
December 12, 2003 -- Completed review of Session 29, "Consider The Assessment Criteria For Risk Mitigation Options."  From the Scope statement:

This is the second of five sessions that address risk mitigation. The following session deals with the assessment methodologies and criteria used to evaluate mitigation options for the community’s identified risks. 

The previous session, “Generate Risk Mitigation Options,” explained how the Hazards Risk Management team creates lists of possible mitigation options, each of which addresses the risks that have been analyzed and evaluated.  This session is a follow-on to that session in that it explains how these identified options are more closely examined for their applicability within the specific characteristics, requirements, and needs of the local community.  

Session materials have been forwarded for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section, Courses Under Development subsection, Hazards Risk Management course -- where one should be able to access them within a few days.
(7)  Holistic Disaster Recovery -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
December 12, 2003 -- Course developer Dr. Gavin Smith, emails to note that he is currently drafting Session 12, and will soon be putting final touches to Sessions 5-11, which have been developed in rough draft, and sending those in for review and posting on the website.  Sessions 1-4 have previously been submitted.

(8)  Jacksonville State University, AL -- Posting of Faculty Position Announcement, Institute for Emergency Preparedness:
December 10, 2003 -- Received from Lora Spivey at JSU a request to post a vacancy announcement for a teaching position there -- pasted in below -- which was forwarded to the webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project Website -- Emergency Management Faculty Positions section.

Duties: Primary teaching duties include graduate and undergraduate level courses in Emergency Management.  Non-teaching duties include curriculum and program development, advisement, professional development activities, and grant writing within the Emergency Management area. The Emergency Management programs are delivered 100 percent on-line.

Qualifications: Ph.D. or doctorate in appropriate area, with experience in the area of emergency management preferred.

Rank and Salary: Rank and salary are contingent upon qualifications, experience and needs of the university.  In the event that this tenure-track position is not filled as tenure-track, applicants may be considered for a temporary or visiting position for one year.

Application: Send application (available on our web site at http://www.jsu.edu or at JSU), resume, copies of transcripts, and

names/addresses/phone numbers of at least three references to Jacksonville State University, Human Resources, 700 Pelham Road North, Jacksonville, Alabama 36265.  Applicants selected for an interview will be required to supply official transcripts and current letters of reference. Minority applicants are strongly encouraged to apply. Reference number 21033. An EO/AA Employer.

(9)  United Nations Environment Programme Press Release on Climate Change and 2003 Weather-Related Disasters:
December 10, 2003 -- The UN Environment Programme issued a Press Release entitled "Weather Related Natural Disasters in 2003 Cost The World Billions,"  which notes that such disasters cost the world over $60 billion in 2003 -- up form $55 billion in 2002.  The Press Release was issued from Milan, Italy where the U.N. Environment Programme is hosting a 12-day climate conference ending December 12.  The press release and the report it is based upon speculate that the rising trend in weather related disasters is linked to climate change and calls "on governments, business and industry to back emerging emissions trading markets as one way of tackling the crisis."  The press release and its links to other material can be accessed at:  http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=362&ArticleID=4320&l=en
(10)  University of Idaho, Idaho Falls:
December 11, 2003 -- Received email from Cheryl Wilhelmsen, Assistant Director, Safety Programs, noting progress being made in their fairly new Emergency Planning and Management Certificate Program:

We have 5 students who have completed the program.  They are all non-traditional students and completed it in 2 years.  They all work full time and some of them work in the safety area in their companies and feel this will help them with their job performance.  We have 15 other students lacking 1 or 2 classes to receive their certificate and new enrollments each semester. Our Emergency Community Planning class got good media coverage as the class chose several community projects.  They sent a survey 

out to the elderly, home bound, and ill people in our community and polled to see how many had smoke detectors.  Our fire department donated smoke detectors and we got youth groups involved in installing them into over 50 homes so far.  It will be an ongoing project in the community.  Another project involved education awareness seminars at the Senior Citizen's Center and a display of a car disaster kit and a home disaster kit that the elderly could easily put together.  FEMA pamphlets were given out to the elderly.  We are excited about the involvement we are receiving and I will keep you informed as to what other projects transpire from the program.

For additional information one can consult the description of this program on "The College List" on the EM HiEd Project website, or contact Cheryl Wilhelmsen at cheryl2@if.uidaho.edu.

