Dec. 29, 03- Jan 02, 04 FEMA EM Higher Ed Project Activity Report

(1)  Case Studies in Emergency Management:
December 29, 2003 -- Talked with a representative of Del Mar Publishing Co., who called to determine if I would be willing to review the draft material that is being produced for a book the company has recently commissioned entitled Case Studies in Emergency Management.  I noted that I would be happy to look at the material and made a pitch for the consideration of textbooks, case studies and student readers for existing emergency management higher education courses.

(2)  Coastal Hazards Management -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project:
January 2, 2004 -- Reviewed Session 1, "Introduction," and provided review comments to lead course developer, David Brower, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  Also talked with David Brower concerning a course development-related meeting he will have on January 15th with staff, and others, from the Coastal Hazards Center in Charleston, SC.

(3)  Disaster Response Operations and Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
January 2, 2004 -- Reviewed Session 17, "Managing the Media," and provided review comments to course developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas.  From the Scope statement:

In this session, the professor discusses media issues in disasters.  After a brief discussion about the importance of the media, the professor identifies the objectives and activities of the media when disasters strike.  Problems in dealing with the media are enumerated.  Steps to effectively manage the media for the advantage of the response are then listed....A role-playing exercise may be implemented to reinforce the points brought out during the lecture and discussion."

(4)  "Disaster Studies Programs in North American Higher Education--Historical Considerations" Paper:

December 29, 2003 -- Received from Dr. Fred May, Director and Chair, Applied Disaster and Emergency Studies Program, Brandon University, Manitoba, Canada, a 20-page paper, noted above, for the purpose of posting in the "Emergency Management Higher Education Articles, Papers and Presentations" section of the EM HiEd Project website.  Reviewed and forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload, where it should be accessible within one to two weeks.  

(5)  Emergency Management Higher Education Program Growth in 2003:

December 31, 2003 -- 2003 has had the highest number of new collegiate programs yet with 31 new programs becoming operational:  

  1 Doctorate in Emergency Management

  3 Masters-Level Emergency Management Programs

  1 Bachelor Degree in Emergency Management

  8 Associate Degrees in Emergency Management

18 Certificates, Concentrations, Diplomas or Minors in Emergency Management -- most at the Associate Degree level

That's better than two and one-half new programs per month on average.  

Four Emergency Management Certificate programs folded.  Thus there was a net gain of 27 new programs in 2003.

The year 2003 also broached the 100 programs threshold -- the grand total for collegiate emergency management programs at the end of the year was 106.

In addition, 14 schools that we are aware of began the investigation or development of an emergency management program -- with at least two of these slated to begin courses in January, 2004 for newly developed programs.

By comparison, in 2002 there were 16 new collegiate programs and four folded programs, for a net increase of a dozen.

Homeland Security types of programs similarly showed a very significant increase -- 21 programs with 11 more that we are aware of under investigation or development.

(6)  Hazards Mapping and Modeling -- Upper Division Course Development Project:
December 30, 2003 -- Reviewed 18-page course outline submitted for review by lead course developer, Dr. John Pine, Louisiana State University, and forwarded for upload to the EM HiEd Project web page -- within the Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where it should be accessible within one to two weeks.

(7)  Hazards Risk Management -- Upper Division Course Development Project:

December 31, 2003 -- Completed review of Session 30, "Assess, Select and Prioritize Appropriate Mix of Risk Mitigation Options," and provided review comments to lead course developer, Greg Shaw, George Washington University.  From the session Scope statement:

"This session will examine the critical factors involved in assessing risk mitigation options including impact on risk reduction, probability of implementation, and funding and leveraging resources for implementation.  A discussion will also be conducted on the process of selecting and prioritizing an appropriate mix of risk mitigation options."

January 2, 2004 -- Completed review of Session 31, "Insurance" and provided comments to Greg Shaw.  This session provides the instructor with a working definition of insurance, an explanation of how insurance works, an historical overview of insurance, and discusses its application as a risk mitigation option.

Also reviewed Session 32, "Preparing a Risk Mitigation Implementation Strategy," and provided review comments to Greg Shaw.  From the Scope and General Requirements statements:

This Session will examine the process for preparing a risk mitigation implementation strategy including procedures and techniques, documenting the strategy, and obtaining the consensus for the implementation plan.

The instructor will provide an overview of the components on an implementation strategy and facilitate a discussion of how to document the plan and build consensus for the plan among planning team members.

These sessions were forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project web-page -- Academic Emergency Management and Related Courses section, Courses Under Development subsection, where they should be accessible within one to two weeks.

(8)  Integrating Manmade Hazards Into Mitigation Planning (FEMA 386-7, Version 2.0), September 2003:

December 31, 2003 -- Received copy of this guide from FEMA Publications -- has been on backorder for months.  Would recommend this free government publication to all with hazard, disaster and emergency management collegiate programs.  Now that a stock has been printed and is available I would recommend getting copies before they are depleted -- by calling (800) 480-2520, and providing the publication number noted above.

(9)  "New Directions in Hazards Mitigation--Breaking the Disaster Cycle" Graduate Course Review:
December 30, 2003:  Our solicitation for reviewers of this draft course was posted in the Natural Hazards Center's "Disaster Research" electronic newsletter.  Began receiving requests for review copies and began mailing -- about a dozen thus far.  The lead course developer for this approximately 260-paged graduate seminar is Dr. David Godschalk, Professor, Department of City and Regional Planning, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, with the assistance of Dr. David Salvesen, also of UNC-Chapel Hill.

(10)  North Carolina Community College System:
December 31, 2003 -- Talked with Charles (Chuck) Barham III, Associate Vice President for Economic and Workforce Development for the NC Community College System, concerning how community colleges in North Carolina (there are 58) can become more involved in providing training and education opportunities to emergency services and other personnel in NC on hazard, disaster, emergency management and homeland security subjects.  Provided a set of the CD ROMs of EMI training course material to support Associate Degrees (and other programs such as certificates), and recommended following the leads in The College List for ideas on how to develop community college programs.  For further information, Chuck Barham can be reached at (919) 733-7051, ext. 408.

(11)  Service-Learning in Emergency Management:
December 30, 2003 -- Reviewed three-page paper on "Incorporating Service-Learning in Emergency Management Higher Education Curriculum," by Dr. Jane Kushma, Institute for Emergency Preparedness, Jacksonville State University, AL, and forwarded to EMI Webmaster for upload to the Service Learning section of the EM HiEd Project web-page -- where it should be accessible within one to two weeks.

(12)  University of North Texas White Paper on the Historical Development of the EAP Program:

December 31, 2003 -- Completed a review of an 18-page White Paper, entitled "Foreseeing the Future, Revisiting the Past:  The Historical Development and Progress of the Emergency Administration and Planning Program" at the University of North Texas -- the first, and thus oldest, emergency management collegiate program in the US (1984).  This White Paper was commissioned by the EM HiEd Project and developed by the current Director of the UNT EAM Program, Dr. David McEntire.  Also reviewed the accompanying five appendices:

Appendix A:  A Petition For An Undergraduate Program Leading to the Bachelor of Science Degree with a Major in Emergency Administration and Planning, April, 1983 -- 27 pages.

Appendix B:  "EADP Enrollment History -- 1 page

Appendix C:  EADP Curriculum Over The Years -- 7 pages

Appendix D:  The Mitigator, February 2000 EADP Newsletter -- 5 pages

Appendix E:  UNT EADP Student Handbook, Academic Year 2003-04 -- 31 pages

Forwarded the White Paper and Appendices to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project web page for incorporation into the "Emergency Management Higher Education Articles, Papers and Presentations" section, where the material should be accessible within one to two weeks.  I highly recommend this material to all those who have, or are developing, a hazards, disasters and emergency management type program on their campus.

