Dec. 1-5 FEMA EM Hi ED Project Activity Report

(1)  Council of Europe Hazard Reduction Initiative:
December 3, 2003 -- Met with Isabelle de Montagu, President, Atlantek, llc, concerning her involvement with the Council of Europe initiative to develop a Hazards Risk Management Masters Degree Program for European colleges.  This initiative is in furtherance of objectives set forth following the 1987 establishment of a Council of Europe intergovernmental Open Partial Agreement called "EUR-OPA Major Hazards Agreement," the purpose of which is to serve as "a platform for co-operation in the field of major natural and technological disasters between Eastern Europe, the South of the Mediterranean and Western Europe concerning knowledge, prevention, risk management, post-crisis analysis and rehabilitation." Discussed our extending an invitation to attend the June 8-10, 2004 Emergency Management Higher Education Conference here at the Emergency Management Institute to Jean Pierre Massue, the director of this initiative, a representative of the University of Montpellier (France) -- slated to be the first university to offer the Masters Degree in Hazards Risk Management -- and perhaps to representatives of other European universities with hazard, disaster and "emergency management" programs (or investigating the development of such programs).  Also talked about the possibility of partnering with the Council of Europe on the development of hazard, disaster and "emergency management" college courses, textbooks, and/or case studies -- preferably to development teams spanning the Atlantic Ocean.  Ms. Montagu promised to get back in touch in two weeks upon her return from a Council of Europe meeting in Paris next week on the Hazards Risk Management Masters Degree project.  For further information, Ms. Montagu can be reached at:  imontagu@compuserve.com

(2)  Emergency Management Higher Education Conference -- June 8-10, 2003, Emmitsburg, MD:
December 1, 2003 -- We are looking for volunteers who would like to assist in planning and organizing the next annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference -- preferably previous participants.  From the comments provided last year were two with significant planning implications:  (1) to expand from a two-day conference to something longer, and (2) to allow for larger numbers to participate.  We are thus considering experimenting with a two and one-half day conference (Wednesday through Friday afternoon), and expanding participation -- last year we had 114 participants.  A larger conference, though, probably necessitates moving the plenary sessions to a large auditorium here at EMI -- which could hold several hundred people -- the room traditionally used holds a maximum of 140 tightly packed people.  We are also thinking of themes of (1) emergency management competencies, (2) emergency management core curriculum (at three levels -- AD, BA, Graduate), and (3) international disaster management -- among other subjects that could warrant breakout sessions.  Will be looking for volunteers who would be willing to undertake responsibility for planning and organizing these three particular breakout sessions -- as well as others.  

(3)  Empire State College, NY:

December 4, 2003 -- Talked with Al Lawrence, Area Coordinator for Criminal Justice, Fire Science and Emergency Management at Empire State College, part of the State University of New York system.  Mr. Lawrence has recently taken over from Robert Fruchter in the development and implementation of a new distance-learning Concentration in Disaster and Emergency Management at the Bachelor Degree level at Empire State.  Mr. Lawrence noted that the Disaster and Emergency Management Concentration has now been implemented and is available to students.  Four emergency management courses have already been developed:

Introduction to Emergency Management

Introduction to Emergency Planning

Introduction to Emergency Communications

Managerial Issues in Hazardous Materials

Two additional courses are being developed for Fall 2004 availability:

Mass Disasters:  Implications for Public Health

Protecting America:  Cases and Controversies

For additional information, Al Lawrence can be reached at:  Al.Lawrence@esc.edu

(4)  Hazards Mapping and Modeling -- Upper Division Course Development Project:

December 1-5, 2003 -- Worked on logistical arrangements for the December 8-9 focus group meeting which will kick-off this new two-year course development project -- led by Dr. John Pine at LSU.  Looks like there will be 14 of us meeting on the 8th and 9th -- myself, Dr. Pine and his course development team, and several subject matter experts and stakeholder organization representatives.  The purpose is to scope out the development of the course.

(5)  Hazards Risk Management -- Upper Division College Course:

December 2, 2003 -- Mailed out the last of the review copies of this completed college course -- copies for reviewers abroad were mailed late last week.  Reviewers will have 45 days after receipt to email back with review comments.

(6)  New Directions In Hazards Mitigation -- Graduate-Level Course Development Project:
December 3, 2003 -- Received a CD ROM of the complete initial draft of this course from lead course developer, Dr. David Godschalk, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  Drafted a solicitation for course reviewers, in coordination with Dr. Godschalk, and sent it off to the Natural Hazards Center for placement in "Disaster Research."

(7)  Textbooks, Case Studies, Readers for Existing Emergency Management Higher Education Project Courses:
December 4, 2003 -- Due to popular demand, have now made a budget provision in the current fiscal year and in each year of the EM HiEd Project five-year plan to allow for the contract development of textbooks, case study books, and/or Readers for existing Emergency Management Higher Education Project courses -- the 13 courses currently available for download are at:  http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/completeCourses.asp.  Anyone interested in a contract development project for one of these courses should feel free to call or email.  I will want to see eventually written proposals that contain an independent cost estimate.

(8)  United States Conference of Mayors Report:

December 3, 2003 -- Just found out about a September 30th report from the U.S. Conference of Mayors Homeland Security Monitoring Center, entitled "First Mayors' Report To The Nation:  Tracking Federal Homeland Security Funds Sent to the 50 State Governments -- A 168-City/50 State Survey."  This 34-page report may be of interest and can be accessed at:  http://www.usmayors.org/uscm/news/publications/homelandreport_0903.pdf

(9)  University of Wisconsin, Green Bay:
December 1, 2003 -- Talked with Kassie Van Remortal, Program Manager, Governmental Affairs Outreach, Office of Outreach and Extension, concerning their investigation of (1) an Emergency Management Certificate program, (2) an Emergency Management Emphasis within the BA in Public Administration, and (3) a graduate emergency management program of some sort.  Kassie notes that the first meeting of an advisory committee on this project will be held on December 19th.  For additional information, Kassie Van Remortal can be reached at:  vanremok@uwgb.edu.

