Dec 16-20, 2002 FEMA EM Hi Ed Project Activity Report

(1)  Curry College, Mass (outside Boston):
December 20, 2002 -- Learned that this independent liberal arts college in the suburbs of Boston is now offering a Certificate in Homeland Defense. From their website:

"In response to the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, the Certificate in Homeland Defense has been designed to prepare traditional, continuing studies undergraduates, and law enforcement practitioners to meet the new challenges of homeland security.  The program is designed to give a comprehensive overview of the roots of terrorism and various international and national historic examples to understand this complex problem.  Particular note will be given to converting theory and awareness into pragmatic strategies designed to help practitioners develop informed responses to the threat of terrorism.  Emphasis will be placed on the public, private, and legal responses to this threat and specific skills designed to help students respond strategically to real situation emergencies.  Students will apply their knowledge and skills to develop specific plans at the local level to enhance public awareness and local security.  Program topics include:

The causes of terrorism from an international perspective

The national threat of domestic terrorism

Analysis of the role of religious fundamentalism

Use of computers and the Internet by terrorists

Implications of terrorism on society in general

Psychological impact of terrorist attacks on victims, citizens, and law enforcement personnel

Prerequisites:  An introductory Sociology or Psychology course

Required Courses:

Terrorism I:  The Nature and Scope of the Problem

The Psychology of Violence and Terror

Terrorism II:  Homeland Defense

Crisis Management and Contingency Planning

Seminar:  Developing an Emergency Response Plan

Choose one elective from the following courses:

Faith and Fanaticism

War and Peace:  Islamic and Christian Perspectives

Choose one elective from the following courses:

Computers and Crime

Cyber Crime and the Terrorist Threat"

 
Called and talked to the point of contact for this new program, Steve Belaief, the Director of Outreach at Curry and talked with him about the FEMA EM HiEd Project and some of its resources.  For additional information concerning the Curry program Steve Belaief can be reached at:  (617) 333-2246, or sbelaief0902@curry.edu

(2)  Hazards Risk Management Course Development Project:
December 18, 2002 -- Received for review from lead course developer, Greg Shaw of George Washington University, Session 2, "Emergency Management:  Past, Present and Future."

(3)  Keene State College, NH:
December 18, 2002 -- Talked with Jeff Brown, Office of Continuing Education, concerning his interest in developing an Emergency Management type certificate program at Keene State -- either for academic credit or continuing education, depending upon the needs of the audience if a certificate program is developed.  Thinking primarily along the lines of emergency services, first responder, and safety communities as primary target audiences.  Keene State is working with OSHA and the NH State Office of Emergency Management on the development of a Conference on New England Homeland Security in Manchester, NH on April 29.  For further information, Jeff Brown can be reached at (603) 358-2901.

(4)  Social Dimensions of Disaster -- Course Revision Project:
December 16, 2002 -- Reviewed Session 3, "History of Sociological Research on Disasters," and provided review comments to course developer, Dr. Thomas Drabek of the University of Denver.

(5)  Social Vulnerability Approach to Emergency Management -- Course Development Project:
December 16-19, 2002 -- Reviewed:

Session   1, "Thinking About Disasters: Course Overview," by lead course developer, Dr. Elaine Enarson, Metropolitan State Univ.

Session   2, "Development of Vulnerability Analysis,"

Session 32, Promoting Empowerment and Social Change:  Social Change," by Cheryl Childers;

Session 38, "Strategies for Building Disaster-Resilient Communities: Sustainability & Sustainable Development," Dr. Ben Wisner; 

Session 39, "Strategies for Building Disaster-Resilient Communities: Risk Reduction & Sustainability in Third World," Dr. Wisner;

Session 40, "Strategies for Building Disaster-Resilient Communities: Risk Reduction & Sustainability in First World" Dr. Wisner;

Session 41 "Concluding Course Overview," by Dr. Elaine Enarson, 

Session 42, "Study Session and Course Evaluation," 

Session 43, "Final Examination," and provided review comments.

(6)  Theory, Principles and Fundamentals of Hazards, Disasters, and U.S. Emergency Management Course:
December 16, 2002 -- Work has begun on revising Session 8 -- a three-hour session entitled "Disasters As A Growth Business -- Determinants of Increased Vulnerability and Escalating Disaster Losses."

(7)  University of Pittsburgh, Graduate School of Public Health:
December 18, 2002 -- Received from Molly Eggleston, Project Coordinator, copy of the course description for a new course to be taught the Spring Semester, 2003, on "Emergency Preparedness and Disaster Response," (BCHS 2579, 2 credit hours).  Forwarded to EMI webmaster to incorporate into the Syllabi Compilation on the HiEd website.

