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Course Title: Survey of Hazards and Disasters

Session 1: Course Introduction and Classification

Prepared by: Robert M. Schwartz, Associate Professor of Emergency Management, The University of Akron











Time: 3 hrs.

_________________________________________________________________

Objectives: 

1.1
Introduction of instructor, educational background, appropriate background, research, and interests.

1.2
Student introductions, hometown, rationale for taking class, expectations of course.

1.3
Distribute course syllabus and explain objectives, content, and readings.

1.4
Explain course format, course policies, and instructor’s expectations.

1.5
Lecture and discussion on Hazard and Disaster Classification

_________________________________________________________________

Scope:
The instructor will introduce him/herself to the class.  This will give some information regarding his/her experience, research interests, and involvement with hazards and disasters.  During this session, the instructor will find about the students and their expectations.  Since there is not a single textbook, the instructor needs to explain the readings, notifying them what needs to be purchased, what items are on reserve, and what they can download.  Also, it can be clarified regarding the purpose of the course and what the students can expect to learn about hazards and disasters that impact citizens of the United States.

Recommended Instructor Readings:
Students have been assigned chapters or portions of books along with information from other sources.  It is recommended that the instructor be familiar with these readings in its entirety.

Cutter, S.L. (ed.) (2001). American Hazardscapes, The Regionalization of Hazards and Disasters. Washington, D.C., Joseph Henry Press. 

Mileti, D.S. (1999). Disasters by Design, A Reassessment of Natural Hazards in the United States.  Washington, D.C., John Henry Press.

Tobin, G.A. and Montz, B.E. (1997). Natural Hazards, Explanation and Integration. New York, The Guilford Press.

General Requirements:
A Power Point presentation is available for the instructor.  This course is not dependent on these visual aids but are a tool if the instructor wishes to use them.

The course syllabus should be distributed to the students following the instructor and student introductions.  Also, if there are any handouts, they should be given to the students.

Objective 1.1: Instructor Introduction
This exercise also gives the students a model to follow for their introductions.  If the instructor feels it is appropriate, he/she can share personal information about his/her hobbies, outside interests, where he/she is from, and other information such as favorite sports teams.  The personal interchange between the students and instructor may give a positive atmosphere to the educational process by having a friendly class environment.

A. Briefly explain to the students how you became interested in hazards, disasters, and what to do about them, or “emergency management.”  Discuss your qualification to teach this course.

B. Describe any hazard, disaster or emergency management experience you’ve had for the benefit of the students.  If you don’t have any experience, discuss your research interests, publications, presentations, volunteer work or anything that might be pertinent.

C. Even though your contact information is on the syllabus, you can mention your office location, office hours, and the best methods to reach you (such as telephone, e-mail, or fax).

Objective 1.2: Student Introductions
Some instructors take notes on the students while others are good listeners.  It is important to have every student introduce themselves and give appropriate feedback to make them feel included in the class.

A. Students will: 

1. introduce themselves

2. stating where they are from

3. where they are in the program 

4. why they are taking the class

5. what are their expectations of the course

Objective 1.3: Distribute Course Syllabus
Hand out the syllabus and go over it in detail.  

A. Repeat your contact information and review the course goal and objectives.

B. Go over the course format and outline.

C. Discuss the readings and notify them what they will need to purchase, find on reserve, or download.

D. Ask if there are any questions.

Objective 1.4: Go over Evaluation, Policies, and Expectations
Continue going over the syllabus.

A. Review your criteria for evaluation.

B. Mention anticipated dates for quizzes, assignments, projects, and exams.

C. Go over the course policies.

D. Complete this objective by discussing your expectations.  This  can include their responsibilities, behavior, participation, and professionalism.

Objective 1.5: Hazard and Disaster Classification
After completing the course orientation, students can be introduced to hazards and disasters by participating in discussions.

A. Ask who or a family member or friend have experienced a disaster first-hand?

B. Poll the class to share their backgrounds and experiences with disasters.

C. Inquire what type of hazard or disaster interests them.  Also ask them why.

D. How do they think hazards and disasters are classified?  Ask them to give their rationale.

E. After discussion, discuss/lecture about the major categories that correspond to the syllabus.

G. Natural Hazards

1. Is the world a hazardous place? (Slides 2,3)  

2. Ask what type of events would be considered natural?

3. Discuss any recent events.

4. Go into the various categories of natural hazards. (Slide 4)


a. Meteorological (Slide 5)


   Examples: Hurricanes, Thunderstorms, Tornadoes, Lightning, Hail, Wind, Ice, Snow, Blizzards, Cold Waves, Heat Waves, Frost, Fog, Avalanches


b. Geological (Slide 6)


   Examples: Earthquakes, Volcanoes, Tsunami, Landslides, Subsidence, Mudflows, Sinkholes


c. Hydrological (Slide 7)


   Examples: Floods, Drought, Wildfires


d. Extraterrestrial (Slide 8)


   Examples: Meteorites, Asteroids


e. Biological (Slide 9)


   Examples: Diseases, Epidemics, Pandemics, Overpopulation, Famine     

H. Anthropogenic Non-Intentional (Slide 10)

1. Discuss any recent events.


a. Technological (Slide 11)


   Acts of people, Accidents


b. Hazardous Materials (Slide 12)


   Can classify into various categories


c. Environmental (Slide 13)


   Can classify into various categories


d. Industrial (Slide 14)


   Examples: Factories, Refineries


e. Mining (Slide 15)


   Example: Coal


f. Nuclear (Slide 16)


   Examples: Power Plants, Industrial, Medical


g. Transportation (Slide 17)


   Examples: Aviation, Highways, Railroads, Maritime


h. Structural (Slide 18)


   Examples: Fires, Collapse 




I. Anthropogenic Intentional (Slide 19)

1. Discuss any recent events.


a. Mass Shootings (Slide 20)


   Examples: School Shootings, Workplace Violence, Hate Crimes


b. Civil Disobedience (Slide 21)


   Examples: Labor Riots, Race Riots, Political Riots


c. Terrorism (Slide 22)


   Examples: State/State Sponsored, International Non-State, Domestic


d. Weapons of Mass Destruction (Slide 23)


   Examples: Explosives, Chemical, Biological, Nuclear/Radiological

J. Remind them of the readings for the next class and the material that will be discussed.  They should be prepared to discuss what is a hazard, disaster, and other terms on the syllabus.

