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Applying Principles and Best Practices for Working with Faith-Based 


Organizations in Emergency Management

Lesson 1:
Course Introduction and Perceptions of Faith-based Communities (3 hours)










Time: 3 hours
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In Lesson 1 the instructor introduces students to each other and provides an overview of the course for students. The instructor introduces the overall course goals and objectives, assignments, test, quizzes, grading and other criterion used to assess student performance.  During this lesson students also share their personal experiences with disasters as well as explore how they perceive faith-based organizations and their role in disasters today.
Learning Objectives are as follows:

1.1 Instructor and student introductions
1.2 Discuss overview, purpose, goal and objectives of the course

1.3 Review course syllabus and schedule

1.4 Review course expectations and assignments

1.5 Discuss course evaluation and assessment rubrics

1.6 Discuss their personal/professional experiences with disasters

1.7 Discuss how students perceive faith-based organizations, their role in disasters, and challenges in working with faith-based.
Scope:

The first lesson sets the tone the course. The instructor shares his or her background and learns why students enrolled in the course and their expectations. The instructor reviews the syllabus with students which includes a course overview, goals and objectives, expectations for student participation and assignments, and evaluation criteria. Lastly, students will be begin to discuss their perceptions about faith-based organizations and challenges they pose in emergency management planning and implementation.
Student Reading:
Because this is the first session, no course readings are expected. However, students will be informed of course readings for each lesson when the course syllabus is reviewed.

General Requirements:

In addition to discussing the syllabus with students, it should be placed on Black Board or whatever platform used by the university.
Learning Objective 1.1
Instructor and student introductions

The instructor should introduce her/himself to students and provide background experience of his/her research, teaching, and other experiences related to course content. Students should be asked to introduce themselves, indicate why their enrolled in this course, and what they expect to learn. The instructor should write student expectations on a white board and refer back to them when the course objectives are discussed.
Learning Objective 1.2:
Discuss overview, purpose, goal and objectives of the course

Refer to the course syllabus and explain to students that the purpose of this course is to inform students about the role of faith-based organizations before, during, and after emergencies, disasters, or catastrophic events. In addition, the course will enhance students’ cultural competence in working with faith-based community by first helping them understand faith-based leadership and what mobilizes them and their congregations to provide disaster management related services. Explain to students that lessons under Module will discuss a broad range of services provided by faith-based organizations.
Review each of the eight course objectives with students: 
1. To understand cultural competence principles associated with faith-based communities.

2. To compare and contrast organizational and leadership characteristics of various denominations.

3. To understand value systems that influence faith-based community involvement in all phases of emergency management.

4. To understand how faith-based value systems are applied before, during, and after emergency situations.

5. To examine the role and structure of faith-based organizations throughout all phases of the emergency cycle.

6. To list faith-based community resources available to emergency managers 

7. To assess local faith-based communities.

8. To develop culturally appropriate strategies to engage faith-based communities in all phases of the emergency management cycle.

Learning Objective 1.3:
Review course syllabus and schedule

The instructor should review the course syllabus emphasizing the importance of reading assigned materials and timely submission of class assignments. The instructor should also explain rubrics for grading class assignments and other methods of assessing student performance.

Learning Objective 1.4:
Review course expectations and assignments

The instructor will review course expectation and refer back to student expectations. Students should have a clear understanding how their expectations will be met. For student expectations outside the scope of this course, the instructor will adjustments where possible and refer students to other resources for topics not addressed by this course. The instructor should provide students information regarding attendance, class participation, format for written assignments, due dates and contact with the instructor outside class. Particular attention should be given to Module V (Practicum for Working with Faith-Based Communities) as this section will require students to interact with their local faith-based community.
Furthermore, academic honesty policies (i.e., plagiarism, cheating on exams and/or quizzes) should be discussed. Students should also be reminded that if they require special accommodations due to a disability, they should register with the appropriate office on campus.

Learning Objective 1.5:
Discuss course evaluation and assessment rubrics

To assess student performance, the instructor should review the evaluation section of the syllabus. Recommended evaluation criterion are as follows:

	Grading Category
	Percentage Points
	Comments

	Class Participation
	10%
	Discuss this requirement with student in greater detail emphasizing policies for excused and unexcused absences.

	Quizzes
	30%
	Students can take a quiz at the completion of each module. Quizzes can consist of multiple choice questions with an occasional short essau question.

	Reflection papers
	10%
	Students can write reflection papers about the experiences before and after completion of the class.

	Practice Project
	30%
	Assignments requiring students assess and interact with the local faith-based community should be addressed after mid-term. Students should be informed that a 10 minute presentation will be required at the end of the grading period.

	Final Exam
	20%
	A take home exam at the end of the course is recommended. Students should be given one day to complete the exam which should consist of multiple choice questions and short essays.


Learning Objective 1.6: Discuss their personal and professional experiences with disasters

The instructor will explore personal/professional experiences by asking students to say the first word that comes to their mind when they hear the term “natural disaster.” As students give their answers, group the words based on categories such as, feelings (i.e., fear), impact (i.e., damage to home, injury), and spirituality (i.e., God, faith). Once answers are grouped, ask students to explain the thinking behind their answer. Talk more with the students about their perceptions of disasters and why courses, such as this, are important.
Repeat the same exercise using the term “terrorism.”

Learning Objective 1.7:
Discuss how students perceive faith-based organizations, their 




role in disasters, and challenges in working with faith-based.

Repeat the exercise in Learning Objective 1.6 but have students state the first word that comes to their mind when they think of the term faith-based organizations and disasters” 
After grouping similar comments and discussion, divide the class into groups of 5 and have each group answer the following questions and be prepared to report key themes that emerged out of their discussion.

1. Do you think faith-based organizations are uniquely qualified to do disaster and crisis related work? Why or Why not?

2. What is the most important role faith-based organizations play in the emergency management field?

3. What is the least important role they play?

4. Should all religious groups be allowed to participate in emergency management planning, response, and recovery? Why or Why not?

5. What are some of the challenges faced when working or attempting to work with faith-based organizations?

After this discussion review and discuss the handouts about “Myths and Perceptions about Faith-Based Communities.”
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