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Professor Kirk R. Trate is the Director of the Criminal Justice Programs at Wilmington University. He has been with Wilmington University since September 2004, and holds the academic rank of Assistant Professor. As Director, he oversees all of the Criminal Justice, Homeland Security, Government and Public Policy, and Legal Studies Programs at all of the various Wilmington University sites as well as those online. He teaches numerous courses within the undergraduate program, and he also has instructed the Supervision and Management course in the Master’s of Administration of Justice Program in Wilmington University’s Graduate School.

Professor Trate completed nearly 27 years of service with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, retiring as a State Police Captain and the Academy Training Division Director. Following his State Police career, he spent much of the next decade serving in a variety of challenging and diverse criminal justice positions. He served as a Deputy Chief of Police; spent time in war-torn Bosnia as a criminal justice advisor; served briefly as a police commissioner in York County, Pennsylvania; was appointed Chief of the Reading (Pennsylvania) Police Department (serving in that capacity for nearly 2 years), and was then appointed Executive Director of the Lebanon City (Pennsylvania) Crime Commission. Following his time at the Crime Commission, Professor Trate was dispatched to Bulgaria for a 1-year mission as the Criminal Investigation Technical Advisor to the U.S. Department of Justice ICITAP Program in Eastern Europe. Although he was offered another assignment in Europe by the U.S. Ambassador to Bulgaria after his 1-year mission there was completed, he chose to return home and accepted a coordinator and teaching position with Wilmington University.

Professor Trate received his bachelor’s degree from the Pennsylvania State University in the Administration of Justice and his master’s degree from Wilmington College, also in the Administration of Justice. In his M.S. course of study, he took a special concentration in Leadership and Administration. He was the 2003 Wilmington College Behavioral Science Achievement Award Recipient and was inducted into the National Criminal Justice Honor Society. Professor Trate is a graduate of the FBI National Academy’s 199th Session, receiving special recognition as a Leadership Challenge Participant from the Federal Bureau of Investigation Director. He has completed the 124th Session of Penn State’s POLEX Program in Police Leadership. He is a certified Federal Law Enforcement Training Center instructor for that agency’s Community Policing and Hate/Bias Crimes programs, and he is a qualified Federal Emergency Management Agency Incident Command System instructor. He is a member of numerous criminal justice professional and academic organizations.

Professor Trate is attending the 17th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference at the National Emergency Training Center to gather information for further development of a Certificate in Emergency Management within the Criminal Justice Programs Division of the College of Social and Behavioral Sciences at Wilmington University.
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