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Dr. Richard T. Sylves is Professor Emeritus of the University of Delaware Political Science and International Relations Department and former Senior Research Scientist at the Institute for Crisis, Disaster, and Risk Management of The George Washington University. He has written many articles and five books on issues of disaster management; the latest is his second edition of Disaster Policy and Politics, Congressional Quarterly Press, 2015. Dr. Sylves has authored several Instructor Guides for the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Higher Education Program, including the Political and Policy Basis of Emergency Management original and revised as well as State and Local Guide to Federal Emergency Management. From 2002–2005, he served on the Executive Committee of the National Academy of Science Disaster Roundtable.
Dr. Sylves received his Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 1978. In 2014, he was honored to receive the B. Wayne Blanchard Award for Excellence in Emergency Management Research.
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