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Dr. James R. Phelps holds a position at Angelo State University, where he has assisted the Turkish National Police in the development of the first in-country master’s degree in criminal justice, which is now offered at Ataturk University in Erzurum, Turkey. Through his association with the International Network to Promote the Rule of Law, he assisted the United Nations International Committee with the development of the Nepal Constitution. This included guidance on Constitutional construct, rule of law, police law, criminal justice process, and judicial process. He actively teaches first responders and law enforcement in Texas in subjects ranging from terrorism to response to IEDs, and he advises the Council of Governments for the Concho Valley on emergency preparedness.
Dr. Phelps is the primary developer of the online undergraduate degrees in Border and Homeland Security and graduate degrees in Homeland Security and Criminal Justice currently offered at Angelo State University (www.angelo.edu). Included in these programs are nine courses in Emergency Management and Disaster Response; these programs are highly rated nationally.
Dr. Phelps holds a Ph.D. in Criminal Justice and an M.A. in History from Sam Houston State University, and a B.A. in History from the University of Southern Colorado. Prior to starting his academic career, Dr. Phelps worked in the cryogenic gas-manufacturing field as well as in high-tech specialized gas manufacturing. From 1977–1998, he served in the U.S. Navy in a variety of positions, including assignments as a Nuclear Repair and Nuclear Project officer; Assistant Radiological Controls officer; and submarine nuclear power plant operations, maintenance, and supervision billets. He ended his career as the Quality Assurance officer for deep submergence systems at SEAL Delivery Vehicle Team 1.

Dr. Phelps is the primary author of Border Security (2014, Carolina Academic Press), which he coauthored with Dr. Jeff Dailey and Dr. Monica Koenigsberg. He is also the author of What Happened to the Iraqi Police (2010, Carolina Academic Press). He has received a National Science Foundation grant to study cybersecurity education.

Dr. Phelps is attending the Emergency Management Institute Higher Education Conference to learn from others and maintain currency in the field of study; to present outreach efforts in support of local community needs; and to support the graduate student research efforts and assist them in finding future employment opportunities.
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