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[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Patrick D. O’Neil is an Assistant Professor in the School of Public Administration at the University of Nebraska at Omaha, where he serves as the Director of the Emergency Services Program, which provides undergraduate instruction in Emergency Management and Fire Services Management and graduate instruction in Emergency Management. Mr. O’Neil’s research interests focus on how High Reliability Systems reduce hazards and risk, increase safety assurance, and improve delivery of critical services.

Prior to entering academia, Mr. O’Neil served for more than 26 years in the U.S. Navy, completing 7 deployments, including Persian Gulf combat operations, which led to selection for senior operational and staff positions. During his last tour, he was assigned to the Joint Staff National Airborne Operations Center in direct support of Presidential and Secretary of Defense global operations, serving as an adviser on national security matters, homeland defense, and emergency response programs dealing with natural disasters, weapons of mass destruction, and terrorism.
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