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Ms. Shari Myers began working with Portlight Strategies, Inc., in late 2009, as a volunteer directing Portlight’s new social media presence. Most of her earlier career was spent in the insurance industry, particularly in the field of catastrophe claims adjusting. In January 2010, Portlight mounted a response to the needs of disabled survivors of the Haiti earthquake. For the next 8 months, Ms. Myers worked with other volunteers in the United States and in Haiti, facilitating the shipping and distribution of durable medical equipment and medical supplies. She has since had a role in every Portlight response, seeing firsthand, time and time again, the marginalization of people with disabilities and the devastating effects of non-inclusive disaster planning.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As Portlight expanded its disaster-related work and became a partnering organization with the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the American Red Cross, an immense gap in Emergency Management education became apparent, in the area of integrative planning and accessible services. Even as “whole community” coursework is being developed, the needs of people with disabilities are not being addressed effectively. Consequently, Portlight has secured a grant to develop a set of course modules that can be easily integrated into current Emergency Management curricula. Ms. Myers’ purpose in attending the Higher Education Symposium is to learn about current methods of teaching in existing Emergency Management programs, and to network with instructors and researchers, as well as with representatives from institutions, considering the addition of an Emergency Management curriculum.
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