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Mr. Mike Gutierrez is currently employed at the University of North Texas (UNT) in an administrative capacity within the Office of the Provost and Vice-President for Academic Affairs. He also holds a position as a Teaching Fellow in the Emergency Administration and Planning Program. He works closely with the Emergency Management Office on campus as well as the surrounding communities. Mr. Gutierrez is attending this conference to share his knowledge, to gain knowledge, and to network with other scholars and practitioners.

Sharing Knowledge:
Mr. Gutierrez considers himself a pracademic and has experience working in emergency management, law enforcement, and the military. He has a Master of Public Administration degree and is currently conducting research and working toward a Ph.D. He hopes to be able to provide information that could help bridge the gap between practice and the academy.

Gaining Knowledge:
Mr. Gutierrez hopes to be able to further his knowledge in reference to disaster sheltering and also to identify gaps in overall knowledge to help inform his dissertation in the near future. He hopes to listen to and siphon some knowledge from the senior members of the emergency management community. As a young aspiring scholar, he hopes to develop an understanding of the needs of emergency management. He plans on returning to UNT and sharing his newfound knowledge with his colleagues and students.

Networking:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Gutierrez has found it to be beneficial to speak with members of the emergency management community from around the world. He hopes to be able to establish professional connections and friendships that will help facilitate success in his academic endeavors. He also enjoys meeting individuals who have formed or contributed to the foundation of the field/discipline.
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