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Mr. Jeffrey A. Grote has been employed with the Kansas City, Missouri, Fire Department (KCFD) for 29 years and currently holds the rank of Assistant Chief of Department. For KCFD, he is responsible for all emergency operations. Throughout his career in the fire service, Mr. Grote has been afforded the opportunity to fulfill almost all roles within the department, including serving as the Chief Fire Marshal for Kansas City for 4 years. He has been extremely fortunate that his career in the fire service has provided a host of collaborative learning relationships. He is a graduate of the National Fire Academy’s Executive Fire Officer Program, and he has a Master’s Degree in Public Administration with an Emphasis in Emergency and Disaster Management.

Since 2009, Mr. Grote has been employed with Park University, fulfilling various roles within the Disaster and Emergency Management Program. He has served as Area Coordinator for the program, and he currently serves as the Civic Leader assigned to mentoring students and establishing enriching internships for students.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Several areas of specific interest to Mr. Grote: 1. What are the weighted areas of focus in various degree programs, theory versus practitioner themes? 2. What evaluation tools are currently being utilized? 3. Internship programs, how to develop them, and successful characteristics of proven programs.
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