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Dr. Paula D. Gordon is an Educator, Writer, Analyst, and Independent Contractor and Consultant. She currently serves as an instructor and developer of three courses in the Emergency Management Certificate Program of Auburn University’s Center for Governmental Services, and she is a member of the Graduate Faculty of Eastern Kentucky University in the areas of Safety, Security, Emergency Management, and Homeland Security. Dr. Gordon previously taught as a practitioner faculty or adjunct faculty member at Johns Hopkins University; George Washington University; the University of Richmond; the University of Virginia; Virginia Commonwealth University; Jacksonville State University; Walden University; and The Washington Center for Internships and Academic Seminars. Dr. Gordon has worked in a variety of departments and agencies of the Federal government, including the National Institutes of Mental Health; the National Science Foundation; the Federal Energy Office and Federal Energy Administration; the Federal Emergency Management Agency; the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; and the U.S. Advisory Commission on Intergovernmental Relations.

Dr. Gordon has founded several websites: GordonHomeland.com (http://GordonHomeland.com) and GordonPublicAdministration.com (http://GordonPublicAdministration.com), and GordonDrugAbusePrevention.com (http://GordonDrugAbusePrevention.com). These websites are provided as a free public service and were created for use by educators, students, and researchers, as well as leaders and decision makers in the public and private sectors, and members of the media. The first two websites focus on topics of particular interest to those in the fields of emergency management and homeland security and include many articles, presentations, and reports on those topics. Of particular interest may be a
118-page compilation of references and resources bearing on emergency management and homeland security concerns. The most recent update of this list can be found in the file section at http://GordonPublicAdministration.com. The contents of GordonHomeland.com and the Extensive List of References and Resources have been incorporated in the Homeland Security Digital Library at the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, California.

Articles posted on GordonHomeland.com and GordonPublicAdministration.com that may be of particular interest to those in the fields of emergency management and homeland security include: “Capabilities and Skills Needed by Those in New Roles of Responsibility for Homeland Security at the Federal, State, and Local Levels of Government”; “Comparative Scenario and Options Analysis: Important Tools for Agents of Change Post 9/11 and Post Hurricane Katrina” (including a Typology of Emergencies of Different Levels of Severity); “The Homeland Security Impact Scale: An Alternative Approach to Assessing Homeland Security and Critical Infrastructure Protection Efforts and a Frame of Reference for Understanding and Addressing Current Challenges”; “Pre- and Post-9/11 Perspectives: Understanding and Teaching About Differences in These Perspectives”; “Some Conceptual Tools for Understanding and Addressing Catastrophic Challenges As Well As Other Lesser Emergencies”; and “A Matrix Approach to Comparing and Contrasting Some Differing Perspectives on Emergency Management and Homeland Security in a Post-9/11 World.”
Dr. Gordon’s recent concerns focus on the status of the fields of homeland security and emergency management; and the implications of the March 2011 Japan disasters for the United States, particularly the vulnerability of U.S. nuclear power plants in seismically sensitive locations. In addition, she has become extremely concerned regarding the widespread use of psychoactive drugs, including marijuana, which she views as triggering an unfolding public health disaster (See “Marijuana Legalization: A Man-Made Public Health Disaster Currently Unfolding in Two States in the U.S.” posted at http://GordonDrugAbusePrevention.com). She advocates the use of multi-media, including online archived videos on C-SPAN, PBS, and elsewhere to augment the learning and understanding, and the education and training of all involved in the fields of emergency management and homeland security.
Dr. Gordon earned a B.A. in rhetoric from the University of California at Berkeley; an M.A. in public administration from the University of California at Berkeley; and a Ph.D. in public administration from American University in Washington, DC.
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