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Ms. Christy G. Dunaway has been active in disability rights and the independent living movement in Mississippi for more than 30 years. She retired as the Executive Director of Living Independence For Everyone (LIFE) of Mississippi after 15 years and started a consulting business, focusing on equal access and emergency preparedness and response for individuals with disabilities. During her tenure as Director of LIFE of Mississippi, people with disabilities were significantly and adversely affected by Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Ms. Dunaway became more involved with emergency planning and response as a result, and Mississippi now incorporates individuals with disabilities in all emergency planning and response efforts.

Ms. Dunaway currently consults with the Mississippi Emergency Management Agency to provide training to Area Coordinators; the Southeast ADA Center to serve as liaison for eight Network Affiliates in the southeastern Mississippi area; LIFE of Mississippi as the ADA Project Coordinator; and Portlight Strategies to develop a course curriculum specifically designed to teach Emergency Management students about people with disabilities in emergency planning and response.

Ms. Dunaway received her B.A. in Sociology/Psychology from Millsap’s College in 1985; a Master’s in Counseling from Mississippi College in 1988; and an Honorary Doctorate in Public Service from Millsap’s College in 2010. Her interest in this Symposium is to network with others in the field of Emergency Management in Higher Education and gain the knowledge needed to develop a practical and comprehensive course on integrating disability into all aspects of Emergency Management.
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